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Indeed, all praise is for Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid, and seek
His forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evils within
ourselves and from our evil deeds. Whomever Allah guides, none can
lead astray; and whomever He allows to stray, none can guide. I bear
witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah alone,
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without any partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is His
servant and Messenger.

“0 you who believe! Fear Allah as He should truly be feared, and do
not die except in a state of Islam.”

“O mankind! Fear your Lord, who created you from a single soul, and
from it, He created his wife, and from the two of them there spread
many men and women. And fear Allah through whom you seek your
mutual rights and honour the ties of kinship. Indeed, Allah is ever
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Watchful over you.’

“0 you who believe! Fear Allah and speak words that are upright and
true. He will rectify your deeds for you and forgive you your sins. And
whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger has indeed attained a
tremendous success.”

To proceed:
The noble Companion, ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘td (24is) said:
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“Allah’s Messenger (4544{z) drew for us a line, then he said, “This
is Allah’s Path.’ Then he drew lines to the right of it and to the left of
it, and said, ‘These are divergent paths, upon each of these paths
there is a Shaytan calling to it.” Then he recited: ‘And that is My
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! Srah Al ‘Imran 3: 102.
? Strah an-Nisa’ 4: 1.
* Stirah al-Ahzab 33: 70-71.
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Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow the other paths for
that will separate you away from His Path.”*”

Explanation

Here the Messenger (Jz54&4{iz) explained the meaning of this noble
dayah, just as Allah informed us:
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“With clear signs and Books [we sent the Messengers]. And we
have also revealed to you [0 Prophet] this reminder (the Qur’an),
that you may explain to people what has been revealed to them,
so that they may give thought.”®

Imam Ibn Baz (51i%5) said:
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* Stirah al-An‘am 6:153.

> Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 4142, An-Nasa'l in at-Tafseer, no. 11174, Ibn Hibban
in as-Saheeh, 1/180-181, Al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 2/318, declared hasan by
Al-Albani in Al-Mishkdt, no. 166.

® An-Nahl 16:44.
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“The meaning of this narration is that the Path of Allah is a clear and
straight path. Whoever follows it will be guided to Paradise and
honoured by Allah,

As for the paths that branch off to the right and the left, they are the
paths of innovation, doubts and forbidden desires that the majority of
mankind pursue. Whoever follows these paths will be led to the Fire.
We seek refuge with Allah from such an end.

Therefore, it is obligatory upon every Muslim to remain upon the
Straight Path, which is the Path of Allah made clear in the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah of His Messenger ;Jag&il\ga It is to fulfil
whatever Allah and His Messenger have commanded and to abandon
whatever Allah and His Messenger have forbidden—doing so with
sincerity to Allah alone, with iman in Him, and love for Him—and in
complete conformity to the legislation brought by His Messenger
Jzs.&d{(e. This is the Path of Allah. This is His Way.

As for whatever opposes this Path—whether sins and acts of
disobedience or religious innovations—then these are the divergent
paths that Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has prohibited and warned
against. Indeed, this is the reality of the matter.””

This hadith proves that the Path of Allah is one Path and not multiple
paths. As for the paths of misguidance and division, then they are
numerous, and none of them are Mustageem, Straight or Steadfast—
rather, all of the other paths are paths of the Shaytan, that lead to the
Hellfire. Whoever follows other than the Path of Allah (Sabilullah) will

” Niir ‘alad-Darb: binbaz.org.sa/13167
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fall into opposing the Sunnabh, differing, and splitting as the
Messenger (Jz5.4fle) stated in the hadeeth of the seventy-three
sects.

Shaikh ‘Abdus-Salam Ibn Barjiss (14z) said:
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“The Straight Path is the Path of Allah to which He has called His
servants. It is none other than the Sunnah of the Messenger . féfe.
As for the divergent paths, they are the ways of the people of
innovation, those who have deviated and turned away from the
Straight Path.”

Abi Nu‘aym reported from Mujahid ({13%) that he said concerning
the saying of Allah, the Most High:

(15 Y5)
“And do not follow the other paths.” It refers to:
S\A t.\,l\
“Innovations and doubts.”"’
‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him):
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® Al-Hujaj al-Qawiyyah ‘ala anna Wasa’il ad-Da‘wah Tawqifiyyah, p. 40.
° Stirah al-An‘am 6:153.
' Hilyat al-Awliya® (3/293).
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“The best religion is the religion of Muhammad Jz5.4f(z, and the
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worst of affairs are the newly introduced matters. So, follow [the
Sunnah] and do not innovate, for as long as you adhere to the
narrations, you will never go astray. If you follow us, then we have
gone far ahead of you [upon this path]. But if you oppose us, then you
will have strayed far away. No nation introduces an innovation into
its religion except that Allah removes from them a Sunnah of
guidance, and it never returns to them thereafter. Indeed, I would
rather see a fire blazing in one corner of the mosque than see an

innovation that no one changes or speaks against.”"

Likewise, Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (£ei) said:
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“Beware of what is innovated, for everything innovated is

misguidance.”"?

And ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Abbas (&z&is) said:
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“Hold fast to uprightness, follow the narrations of the Salaf, and

beware of religious innovation.”"

And Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) also said:
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! Reported by Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Marwazi in as-Sunnah, p. 24.
"2 Reported by Tbn Battah in al-Ibanah (1/339).
" Reported by Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Marwazi in as-Sunnah, p. 24.
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“Every innovation is misguidance, even if the people consider it to be
1714

good.
The Straight Path

Ibn Kathir (£45z5 d. 744H) said that Ibn Jarir at-Tabari reported with
his chain of narration that a man asked Ibn Mas‘Gd (24iz): “What is
the Sirat al-Mustaqim (the Straight Path)?” He answered:
“Muhammad (4z5.4() left us upon its nearest part, and its furthest
end is in Jannah. On its right are paths, and on its left are paths from
which place there are men that call to whoever passes them by, so
whoever take those paths will be led to the Fire. And whoever takes
the Sirat al-Mustageem will be led by it to Jannah.” Then he recited:

Al 58 2y 3355 TN LA Y3 4,00 attl s 136 B
‘And that is My Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow the
other paths for that will separate you away from His Path.””

Following the Straight Path requires remaining steadfast upon the
Book and Sunnah throughout one’s life and every situation, just as
Allah stated:
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' Reported by al-Lalaka’1 in Sharh Usiil I'tigad Ahl as-Sunnah (1/92),
Muhammad ibn Nasr al-Marwazi in as-Sunnah, p. 24, and al-Bayhaqi in al-
Madkhal (no. 180).

'* See Tafseer at-Tabari, 12/230.
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“Those who have said, ‘Our Lord is Allah’ and then remained on a
right course, steadfast, the angels will descend upon them, saying, ‘Do
not fear and do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise,
which you were promised. We [angels] were your allies in worldly
life and are so in the Hereafter. And you will have therein
whatever your souls desire, and you will have therein whatever

you ask for.””*

Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdul-Muhsin Al-“Abbad said: “He (Jz5.&4fle) drew a line
and said: ‘This is Allah’s Path.” Meaning: this is the truth and
guidance—whoever traverses it, then he is upon the truth—and
whoever strays from it to the right and left upon those other paths,
then he has deviated from the straight and steadfast path to the paths
of deviation and splitting... these are the paths of desires and
innovations—and Allah’s Messenger (454£4{z) commanded with
following the Sunnah and holding fast to it, and he warned from the
paths that deviated from the Straight Path.”"’

And Al-‘Allamah Ahmad Tbn Yahya An-Najmi (&1i%;) said: “Allah has
commanded this Ummabh to be a united Ummah, because this Ummah
is upon one Religion worshipping one Lord following one Messenger.
So it is upon all of the Ummah to abandon these innovations that have
divided it and torn it apart into factions. Allah (S&3s) said:
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‘He has ordained for you of religion what He enjoined upon Nooh
and that which We have revealed to you, 0 Muhammad, and what

' Fussilat 41:30.
'7 Sharh Kitab As-Sunnah min Sunan Ibn Majah, pp. 75-76.
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We enjoined upon Abraheem, Moosa and ‘Isa—to establish the
religion and not be divided therein. Intolerable for the polytheists
is that to which you invite them...”"®

This verse affirms the foundation of the Religion, and that which
Allah legislated for the best of the Messengers, the most virtuous of
them, and they are the Messengers of firm resolve—that this Religion
is built upon two affairs. Firstly, the tawheed of Allah, and secondly
that the Ummah is to be a united Ummah just as He (J&5%\%2) said:
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‘Establish the religion and not be divided therein.””

‘Allamah Ahmad an-Najmi ({3;) continued: “So if all of these
revelations come together upon these two foundations, then they are
the most compelling of all obligations, and the most important of all
affairs. For this reason, Allah (:155;35%) stated:
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‘And indeed this, your ummabh, is one ummah, and I am your Lord,
so fear Me and be dutiful.’

Then Allah rebuked a people in the next verse:
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‘But they have split their religion among them into sects, each
faction rejoicing in what it has.’”

® Ash-Shoora 42:13.
¥ Al-Mw’minoon 23:52-53.
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In this is strong rebuke against the factions, parties and the partisan
allegiances—and there is a command to be united, to abandon
dividing in the religion as occurs at the end of Suratul-An‘am:
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‘Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you (O

Prophet) have no concern in them in the least. Their affair is with
Allah, who then will tell them what they used to do.”*

This contains a severe threat to callers to division and splitting [into
groups]—and they are the people of hizbiyyah (partisanship)—and
they engage in this even though Allah has freed His Messenger
(dsaedie) from them:
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“You (O Prophet) have no concern in them in the least.’ Due to this we
know that these partisanship allegiances (hizbiyyat) are a disease and
misguidance. And salvation is attained by following the Book of Allah,
the Sunnah of His Prophet (54£4{(z), the Sunnah of the Khulaf@ ar-
Rashideen and the Sahabah after them.”

Allah (1%;3)%) commanded with following the Straight Path, and with
holding fast to the Rope of Allah, and to avoid splitting in the Religion:
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2 Al-An‘am: 159.
*! Sharh Usiil as-Sunnah (al-Jami¢), p. 48.
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“And hold fast all of you together to the Rope of Allah, and do not
divide.””

Ibn Mas‘ood (424is) said:
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“O people, upon you is to cling to the Jama‘ah for indeed that is
the Rope of Allah with which Allah has commanded—and that
which you dislike in the Jama‘ah and in obedience is better than

what you like in division.””

Abul-‘Aliyah (d. 90H i) said:
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“Upon you is the affair as it was in the beginning—what the
people were upon before they divided.”* So, the safety from trials
lies in returning return back to the Book and Sunnah in all our affairs
just as the Prophet (d5.54) said:
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“Whoever among you lives after me will see much differing and
controversy, so upon you is to cling to my Sunnah and the Sunnah

*2 Ali ‘Imran 3:103.

» Reported by at-Tabari, 7577, at-Tabarani in al-Kabeer, no. 8972, al-Ajurri in
ash-Sharee‘ah, no. 23, al-Hakim, 4/155 and he authenticated it, adh-Dhahabi
agreed—see also al-Ibanah of Ibn Battah, no. 155.

* Talbees Iblees of Tbn al-Jawzi, p. 11.
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of the Rightly Guided Caliphs after me—hold on to it tightly, and
bite onto it with your molar teeth—and beware of the newly
introduced matters for verily every introduced matter is an

innovation.”®

The final authority when differing occurs between Muslims is the Book
and Sunnah; not desires, or innovations, or tagleed. Allah (J1G55\22)
stated:
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“0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and
those who are in authority among you—and if you differ in
anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger
if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more

suitable for final determination.”?*

This is the methodology of the Salaf: to cling to the way of the
Prophet (Jz5.54(>) and his Companions (#24i5)—in that, there is
safety from differing and splitting of the Ummah,

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation. May Allah extol the
Messenger and send His prayers and peace upon him, upon his family
and all his Companions.

Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-Wahid.
July 2026 / Safar 1448.

* At-Tirmidhi (no. 2676), Abu Dawid (no. 4607), Ibn Majah and Ahmad in al-
Musnad — graded sahih by al-Albani.
% An-Nisa’; 59.
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