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‘And that is My Straight 
Path, so follow it, and do 
not follow the other 
paths for it will separate 
you away from His Path.’ 
Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam 

أِ روشُُ نْمِِ َّ+اِب ذُوعُنَوَُ هرُِفغْتَسَْنوَ هُنُيِعتَسَْنوَُ هدُمَْنَِ َِّ+ دَمْلَْا َّنِإ
َ
 تِائَِيّسَ نْمِوَ انَسِفُْن

أ
َ

أوَ لَُ يَِداهَ Oََف لِْلضُْي نْمَوَ لَُ َّلضِمُ Oََف َُّ+اِ هدِهْيَ نْمَ اَلِامَعْ
َ

أ دُهَشْ
َ

ُ هدَحْوَ َُّ+ا Zَِّإ لَِٰإ Zَ نْ
Zَ َِأوَ لَُ كَيش

َ
أ دُهَشْ

َ
 .لُُوسُرَوَُ هدُْبعَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

أ اَي﴿
َ
أوَ Zَِّإ َّنتُومُتَ Zَوَِ هِتاقَتُ َّقحَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي

َ
 ﴾نَومُِلسْمُ مْتُْن

أ اَي﴿
َ
 َّثبَوَ اهَجَوْزَ اهَْنمِ قََلخَوَ ةٍدَحِاوَ سٍفْنَ نْمِ مْكُقََلخَ يَِّلا مُكَُّبرَ اوقَُّتا سُاَّلا اهَُّي

لْاوَِ هِب نَوُلءَاسََت يَِّلا ََّ+ا اوقَُّتاوَ ۚ ءًاسَِنوَ ايًِثكَ Zًاجَِر امَهُْنمِ
َ
 مْكُْيَلعَ نَكَ ََّ+ا َّنِإ ۚ مَاحَرْ

 ﴾ابًيِقرَ

أ اَي﴿
َ
أ مْكَُل حِْلصُْي ۝ ادًيدِسَ Zًوَْق اوُلوُقوَ ََّ+ا اوقَُّتا اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي

َ
 مْكَُل رِْفغْيَوَ مْكَُلامَعْ

 ﴾امًيظِعَ ازًوَْف زَاَف دْقَفَ لَُوسُرَوَ ََّ+ا عِطُِي نْمَوَ ۗ مْكُبَوُنذُ

أ
َ
 دُعْبَ اَّم

Indeed, all praise is for Allāh. We praise Him, seek His aid, and seek 
His forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allāh from the evils within 
ourselves and from our evil deeds. Whomever Allāh guides, none can 
lead astray; and whomever He allows to stray, none can guide. I bear 
witness that none has the right to be worshipped except Allāh alone, 
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without any partner, and I bear witness that Muḥammad is His 
servant and Messenger. 

“O you who believe! Fear Allāh as He should truly be feared, and do 
not die except in a state of Islām.”1 

“O mankind! Fear your Lord, who created you from a single soul, and 
from it, He created his wife, and from the two of them there spread 
many men and women. And fear Allāh through whom you seek your 
mutual rights and honour the ties of kinship. Indeed, Allāh is ever 
Watchful over you.”2 

“O you who believe! Fear Allāh and speak words that are upright and 
true. He will rectify your deeds for you and forgive you your sins. And 
whoever obeys Allāh and His Messenger has indeed attained a 
tremendous success.”3  

To proceed: 

The noble Companion, ʿAbdullāh Ibn Masʿūd () said:  

 نْعَ اطًوطُخُ َّطخَ َّمثُِ َّ+ا لُيِبسَ اذَهَ لَاَق َّمثُ اًّطخَ مََّلسَوَِ هْيَلعَ َُّ+ا َّلصَِ َّ+ا لُوسُرَ اَلَ َّطخَ
أرََق َّمثُِ هْلَِإ وعُدَْي نٌاطَْيشَ اهَْنمِ لٍيِبسَ كُِّ ََ� ةٌَقِرّفَتَمُ لٌبُسُِ هذِهَ لَاَق َّمثُِ لِامَشِ نْعَوَِ هِنيمَِي

َ
 

أوَ
َ

 ِهِليِبسَ نْعَ مْكُِب قََّرفَتَفَ لَبُُّسلا اوعُِبَّتَت Zَوَُ هوعُِبَّتاَف امًيِقتَسْمُ طِاصَِ اذَهَ َّن
“Allah’s Messenger () drew for us a line, then he said, ‘This 
is Allah’s Path.’ Then he drew lines to the right of it and to the left of 
it, and said, ‘These are divergent paths, upon each of these paths 
there is a Shaytān calling to it.’ Then he recited: ‘And that is My 

 
1 Sūrah Āl ʿImrān 3: 102. 
2 Sūrah an-Nisāʾ 4: 1. 
3 Sūrah al-Aḥzāb 33: 70–71. 
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Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow the other paths for 
that will separate you away from His Path.’4”5 

Explanation 

Here the Messenger () explained the meaning of this noble 
āyah, just as Allāh informed us: 

أوَ ِۗ ربُُّزلٱوَ تِـٰنَِيَّلْٱِب
َ
 ¨ نَورَُّكفَتَيَ مْهَُّلعََلوَ مْهِْلَِإ لَِزُّن امَ سِاَّنلِل يَِّبَُلِ رَكْلِّٱ كَْلَِإٓ اَلْزَن

“With clear signs and Books [we sent the Messengers]. And we 
have also revealed to you [O Prophet] this reminder (the Qur’ān), 
that you may explain to people what has been revealed to them, 
so that they may give thought.”6 

Imām Ibn Bāz () said: 

أ :نَعْمَْلاوَ
َ

 .ِةمَارَكَْلاوَِ ةَّنلَْا َِ¬إ هُكََلسَ نْمَ لُصِوُي حٌضِاوَ قٌيِرطَِ َّ+ا طَاصَِ َّن

أ
َ
 اهَكُُلسَْي تَِّلا ةُمََّرحَمُْلا تُاوَهََّشلاوَ تُاهَبُُّشلاوَ عُدَِلْا هََِفِ لِامَشِوَِ هِنيمَِي نْعَ تَِّلا قُرُُّطلا اَّم
أ
َ

 .كَِلذَ نْمِِ َّ+اِب ذُوعُنَِ راَّلا َِ¬إ اهَكََلسَ نْمَ لُصِوُت هََِف قِْللَْا ثَُكْ

أ مٍِلسْمُ كُِّ ََ� بُجِاوَْلاَف
َ

 بُاتَِكِ هْيَلعَ َّلدَ يَِّلاِ َّ+ا طُاصَِ وَهُوَ َّيِوَّسلا قَيِرَّطلا كَُلسَْي نْ
أ امَ لُعِْف وَهُوَ  لِوسَُّرلا ةَُّنسُوَِ َّ+ا

َ
 هُْنعَ َُّ+ا هَنَ امَ كُرَْتوَ لُُوسُرَوَِ هِب َُّ+ا رَمَ

 هُعَشََ امَِل ةٍقَفَاوَمُ نْعَوَ َ¬اعَتَوَ هَُناحَْبسُ لَُ ةٍَّبمََوَِ هِب نٍامَيِإ نْعَوَِ َِّ+ صOٍَخِْإ نْعَ لُُوسُرَوَ
 .هُُليِبسَ وَهُ اذَهَوَِ َّ+ا طُاصَِ وَهُ اذَهَ . لُُوسُرَ

 
4 Sūrah al-Anʿām 6:153. 
5 Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 4142, An-Nasā’ī in at-Tafseer, no. 11174, Ibn Hibbān 
in as-Saheeh, 1/180-181, Al-Hākim in al-Mustadrak, 2/318, declared hasan by 
Al-Albānī in Al-Mishkāt, no. 166.  
6 An-Nahl 16:44. 
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أ
َ
 رََّذحَوَ َّلجَوَ َّزعَ ُّبَّرلا اهَْنعَ هَنَ تَِّلا لُبُُّسلا هََِف عِدَِلْاوَ صِاعَمَْلا نَمِ كَِلذَ فََلاخَ امَ اَّم
 .مْعَنَ .اهَْنمِ

“The meaning of this narration is that the Path of Allāh is a clear and 
straight path. Whoever follows it will be guided to Paradise and 
honoured by Allāh. 

As for the paths that branch off to the right and the left, they are the 
paths of innovation, doubts and forbidden desires that the majority of 
mankind pursue. Whoever follows these paths will be led to the Fire. 
We seek refuge with Allāh from such an end. 

Therefore, it is obligatory upon every Muslim to remain upon the 
Straight Path, which is the Path of Allāh made clear in the Book of 
Allāh and the Sunnah of His Messenger . It is to fulfil 
whatever Allāh and His Messenger have commanded and to abandon 
whatever Allāh and His Messenger have forbidden—doing so with 
sincerity to Allāh alone, with īmān in Him, and love for Him—and in 
complete conformity to the legislation brought by His Messenger 
. This is the Path of Allāh. This is His Way. 

As for whatever opposes this Path—whether sins and acts of 
disobedience or religious innovations—then these are the divergent 
paths that Allāh, the Mighty and Majestic, has prohibited and warned 
against. Indeed, this is the reality of the matter.”7 

This hadīth proves that the Path of Allah is one Path and not multiple 
paths. As for the paths of misguidance and division, then they are 
numerous, and none of them are Mustaqeem, Straight or Steadfast—
rather, all of the other paths are paths of the Shaytān, that lead to the 
Hellfire. Whoever follows other than the Path of Allah (Sabīlullāh) will 

 
7 Nūr ʿalad-Darb: binbaz.org.sa/13167 

https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/13167/%D9%85%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%89-%D8%AD%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B3%D9%88%D9%84-%EF%B7%BA-%D8%AE%D8%B7-%D8%AE%D8%B7%D8%A7
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fall into opposing the Sunnah, differing, and splitting as the 
Messenger () stated in the hadeeth of the seventy-three 
sects.  

Shaikh ʿAbdus-Salām Ibn Barjiss () said: 

أ لُبُسُ هَِ لُبُُّسلاوَ .ةَُّنُّسلا وَهُوَ ِ.هْلَِإ عَدَ يَِّلاِ َّ+ا لُيِبسَ وَهُ مُيِقتَسْمُْلا طُاصَِّلا
َ
 عِدَِلْا لِهْ

 مِيِقتَسْمُْلا طِاصَِّلا نِعَ نَيدِِئالَْا
“The Straight Path is the Path of Allāh to which He has called His 
servants. It is none other than the Sunnah of the Messenger . 
As for the divergent paths, they are the ways of the people of 
innovation, those who have deviated and turned away from the 
Straight Path.”8 

Abū Nuʿaym reported from Mujāhid () that he said concerning 
the saying of Allāh, the Most High: 

 ﴾لَبُُّسلا اوعُِبَّتَت Zَوَ﴿
“And do not follow the other paths.”9 It refers to: 

 تُاهَبُُّشلاوَ عُدَِلْا
“Innovations and doubts.”10 

ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿUmar (may Allāh be pleased with him): 

لْا ُّشَوَ  دٍَّممَُ نُيِد نِيلِّا يُْخَ
ُ
 اهَتُاَثدَْمُِ رومُ

لْا مُتُعْبََّتا امَ اوُّلضَِت نَْل مْكَُّنِإَف اوعُدِتَْبَت Zَوَ اوعُِبَّتا
َ
 اقًْبسَ مْكُانَقْبَسَ دْقَفَ اَنوعُِبَّتَت نِْإ رََث

أ امَوَ ادًيِعَب OَZًضَ مْتُْلَلضَ دْقَفَ اَنوفُِلاَتُ نÅْ ادًيِعَب
َ

أ تَْثدَحْ
ُ
 َُّ+ا عَفَرَ Zَِّإ ةًعَدِْب اهَِنيِد فِ ةٌَّم

 
8 Al-Hujaj al-Qawiyyah ʿala anna Wasāʾil ad-Daʿwah Tawqīfiyyah, p. 40. 
9 Sūrah al-Anʿām 6:153. 
10 Ḥilyat al-Awliyāʾ (3/293). 
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أ مْهِيِف دُوعُتَ Zَ َّمثُ ىدًهُ ةََّنسُ مْهُْنعَ
َ
لَوَ ادًَب

َ
أ نْ
َ
ِ هيِف لُِعتَشَْت ارًاَن دِجِسْمَْلاِ ةيَحِاَن فِ ىرَ

أ اًقاتَِحْا
َ

أ نْمِ ََِّ¬إ ُّبحَ
َ

أ نْ
َ
 يٌِّغَمُ اهَيِف سَْيَل ةًعَدِْب ىرَ

“The best religion is the religion of Muḥammad , and the 
worst of affairs are the newly introduced matters. So, follow [the 
Sunnah] and do not innovate, for as long as you adhere to the 
narrations, you will never go astray. If you follow us, then we have 
gone far ahead of you [upon this path]. But if you oppose us, then you 
will have strayed far away. No nation introduces an innovation into 
its religion except that Allāh removes from them a Sunnah of 
guidance, and it never returns to them thereafter. Indeed, I would 
rather see a fire blazing in one corner of the mosque than see an 
innovation that no one changes or speaks against.”11 

Likewise, Muʿādh ibn Jabal () said: 

 لOٌَضَ عَدِتُْبا امَ َّنِإَف عَدِتُْبا امَوَ مْكُاَّيِإ
“Beware of what is innovated, for everything innovated is 
misguidance.”12 

And ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿAbbās () said: 

لْا عِابَِتّاوَِ ةمَاقَِتسZِْاِب مْكُْيَلعَ
َ
 عَُّدبََّلاوَ مْكُاَّيÅِ رَث

“Hold fast to uprightness, follow the narrations of the Salaf, and 
beware of religious innovation.”13 

And Ibn ʿUmar (may Allāh be pleased with him) also said: 

 ةًنَسَحَ سُاَّلا اهَآرَ نÅْ ةٌَلOَضَ ةٍعَدِْب ُّكُ
 

11 Reported by Muḥammad ibn Naṣr al-Marwazī in as-Sunnah, p. 24. 
12 Reported by Ibn Baṭṭah in al-Ibānah (1/339). 
13 Reported by Muḥammad ibn Naṣr al-Marwazī in as-Sunnah, p. 24. 
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“Every innovation is misguidance, even if the people consider it to be 
good.”14 

The Straight Path 
Ibn Kathīr ( d. 744H) said that Ibn Jarīr at-Tabarī reported with 
his chain of narration that a man asked Ibn Masʿūd (): “What is 
the Sirāt al-Mustaqīm (the Straight Path)?” He answered: 
“Muhammad () left us upon its nearest part, and its furthest 
end is in Jannah. On its right are paths, and on its left are paths from 
which place there are men that call to whoever passes them by, so 
whoever take those paths will be led to the Fire. And whoever takes 
the Sirāt al-Mustaqeem will be led by it to Jannah.” Then he recited: 

أوَ
َ

 ِهِليِبسَ نْعَ مْكُِب قََّرفَتَفَ لَبُُّسلا اوعُِبَّتَت Zَوَُ هوعُِبَّتاَف امًيِقتَسْمُ طِاصَِ اذَهَ َّن
‘And that is My Straight Path, so follow it, and do not follow the 
other paths for that will separate you away from His Path.’15 

Following the Straight Path requires remaining steadfast upon the 
Book and Sunnah throughout one’s life and every situation, just as 
Allāh stated: 

أ ةُكَِئٰٓـَلمَْلٱ مُهِْيَلعَ لَُّنَتَتَ اومُـٰقَتَسْٱ َّمثُ َُّ+ٱ انَُّبرَ اوُلاَق نَيَِّلٱ َّنِإ
َ

Zَّ َوَ اوُفاَتZَ َأوَ اوُنزَْت
َ
 اوشُِْب

أ نُْنَ Ñ نَودُعَوُت مْتُنكُ تَِّلٱِ ةَّنلَْٱِب
َ
ْٔـلٱ فِوَ ايَْنُّلٱِ ةوٰيَلَْٱ فِ مْكُؤُٓاَلِوْ  امَ اهَيِف مْكَُلوَ ِۖ ةرَخِاَ

أ هِٓتَشَْت
َ
 Ö نَوعَُّدَت امَ اهَيِف مْكَُلوَ مْكُسُفُن

 
14 Reported by al-Lālakāʾī in Sharḥ Uṣūl Iʿtiqād Ahl as-Sunnah (1/92), 
Muḥammad ibn Naṣr al-Marwazī in as-Sunnah, p. 24, and al-Bayhaqī in al-
Madkhal (no. 180). 
15 See Tafseer at-Tabarī, 12/230. 
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“Those who have said, ‘Our Lord is Allāh’ and then remained on a 
right course, steadfast, the angels will descend upon them, saying, ‘Do 
not fear and do not grieve but receive good tidings of Paradise, 
which you were promised. We [angels] were your allies in worldly 
life and are so in the Hereafter. And you will have therein 
whatever your souls desire, and you will have therein whatever 
you ask for.’”16 

Al-ʿAllāmah ʿAbdul-Muhsin Al-ʿAbbād said: “He () drew a line 
and said: ‘This is Allah’s Path.’ Meaning: this is the truth and 
guidance—whoever traverses it, then he is upon the truth—and 
whoever strays from it to the right and left upon those other paths, 
then he has deviated from the straight and steadfast path to the paths 
of deviation and splitting… these are the paths of desires and 
innovations—and Allah’s Messenger () commanded with 
following the Sunnah and holding fast to it, and he warned from the 
paths that deviated from the Straight Path.”17  

And Al-ʿAllāmah Ahmad Ibn Yahyā An-Najmī () said: “Allah has 
commanded this Ummah to be a united Ummah, because this Ummah 
is upon one Religion worshipping one Lord following one Messenger. 
So it is upon all of the Ummah to abandon these innovations that have 
divided it and torn it apart into factions. Allah () said: 

أ ىَِّٓلٱوَ احًوُن ِۦهِب َّٰصوَ امَ نِيلِّٱ نَمِّ مكَُل عَشََ ۞
َ
 مَيِهٰرَْبِإٓ ِۦهِب انَْيَّصوَ امَوَ كَْلَِإٓ انَْيحَوْ

أ ۖ ٰٓسَيعِوَ سَٰومُوَ
َ

أ نْ
َ
 ِۚ هْلَِإ مْهُوعُدَْت امَ يَِكشِْمُْلٱ ََ� بَُكَ ِۚ هيِف اوُقَّرفَتَتَ Zَوَ نَيلِّٱ اومُيِق

‘He has ordained for you of religion what He enjoined upon Nooh 
and that which We have revealed to you, O Muḥammad, and what 

 
16 Fussilat 41:30. 
17 Sharh Kitāb As-Sunnah min Sunan Ibn Mājah, pp. 75-76. 



Copyright AbuKhadeejah.com (free to share) — Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāḥid 

 9 

We enjoined upon Abrāheem, Moosā and ʿĪsā—to establish the 
religion and not be divided therein. Intolerable for the polytheists 
is that to which you invite them…’18 

This verse affirms the foundation of the Religion, and that which 
Allah legislated for the best of the Messengers, the most virtuous of 
them, and they are the Messengers of firm resolve—that this Religion 
is built upon two affairs. Firstly, the tawheed of Allah, and secondly 
that the Ummah is to be a united Ummah just as He () said: 

أ
َ

أ نْ
َ
 ِ هيِف اوُقَّرفَتَتَ Zَوَ نَيلِّٱ اومُيِق

‘Establish the religion and not be divided therein.’” 

ʿAllāmah Ahmad an-Najmī () continued: “So if all of these 
revelations come together upon these two foundations, then they are 
the most compelling of all obligations, and the most important of all 
affairs. For this reason, Allah () stated: 

Åأٓ ِۦهذِـٰهَ َّن
ُ
أ مْكُتَُّم

ُ
أوًَ ةدَحِٰوَ ةًَّم

َ
 à نِوقَُّتٱَف مْكُُّبرَ۠ اَن

‘And indeed this, your ummah, is one ummah, and I am your Lord, 
so fear Me and be dutiful.’ 

Then Allah rebuked a people in the next verse: 

أ اوٓعَُّطقَتَفَ
َ
 á نَوحُِرَف مْهِْيلََ امَِب بٍزْحِ ُّكُ ۖ ارًبُزُ مْهُنَْيَب مهُرَمْ

‘But they have split their religion among them into sects, each 
faction rejoicing in what it has.’19 

 
18 Ash-Shoorā 42:13. 
19 Al-Muʾminoon 23:52-53. 
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In this is strong rebuke against the factions, parties and the partisan 
allegiances—and there is a command to be united, to abandon 
dividing in the religion as occurs at the end of Suratul-Anʿām: 

أٓ امََّنِإ ۚ ءٍشَْ فِ مْهُْنمِ تَسَّْل اعًيَشِ اوُنكَوَ مْهُنَيِد اوُقَّرَف نَيَِّلٱ َّنِإ
َ
 امَِب مهُئُِبَّنُي َّمثُِ َّ+ٱ َِ¬إ مْهُرُمْ

 å نَوُلعَفْيَ اوُنكَ
‘Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you (O 
Prophet) have no concern in them in the least. Their affair is with 
Allah, who then will tell them what they used to do.’20 

This contains a severe threat to callers to division and splitting [into 
groups]—and they are the people of hizbiyyah (partisanship)—and 
they engage in this even though Allah has freed His Messenger 
() from them: 

 ءٍشَْ فِ مْهُْنمِ تَسَّْل

‘You (O Prophet) have no concern in them in the least.’ Due to this we 
know that these partisanship allegiances (hizbiyyāt) are a disease and 
misguidance. And salvation is attained by following the Book of Allah, 
the Sunnah of His Prophet (), the Sunnah of the Khulafāʾ ar-
Rāshideen and the Sahābah after them.”21 

Allah () commanded with following the Straight Path, and with 
holding fast to the Rope of Allah, and to avoid splitting in the Religion: 

 اوُقَّرفَتَ Zَوَ اعًيِجَِ َّ+ا لِْبَبِ اومُصِتَعْاوَ

 
20 Al-Anʿām: 159. 
21 Sharh Usūl as-Sunnah (al-Jāmiʿ), p. 48. 
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“And hold fast all of you together to the Rope of Allah, and do not 
divide.”22 

Ibn Masʿood () said:  

أ يَِّلاِ َّ+ا لُْبحَ اهََّنِإَفِ ةعَامَلَْاِب مْكُْيَلعَ
َ
ِ ةعَاَّطلاوَِ ةعَامَلَْا فِ نَوهُرَكَْت امَ َّنÅِ هِب َُّ+ا رَمَ

 ِةَقرْفُْلا فِ نَوُّبِتُ اَّممِ يٌْخَ
“O people, upon you is to cling to the Jamāʿah for indeed that is 
the Rope of Allah with which Allah has commanded—and that 
which you dislike in the Jamāʿah and in obedience is better than 
what you like in division.”23  

Abul-ʿĀliyah (d. 90H ) said:  

لْاِب مْكُْيَلعَ
َ
لْاِ رمْ

َ
أ لَْبقَِ هْيَلعَ اوُنكَ يَِّلا لَِّو

َ
 اوُقَّرفَتَيَ نْ

“Upon you is the affair as it was in the beginning—what the 
people were upon before they divided.”24 So, the safety from trials 
lies in returning return back to the Book and Sunnah in all our affairs 
just as the Prophet () said: 

 يَِّيدِهْمَْلاِ ءافََللُْاِ ةَّنسُوَ تَِّنسُِب مْكُْيَلعَفَ ايًِثكَ اًفOَِتخْا ىيََسََف يدِعْبَ مْكُْنمِ شِْعَي نْمَ
لا تِاَثدَْمُوَ مْكُاَّيÅ ذِجِاوََّلاِب اهَْيَلعَ اوُّضعَوَ اهَِب اوكَُّسمَتَ نَيدِشِاَّرلا

ُ
 ةٍَثدَْمُ َّكُ َّنِإَفِ رومُ

 ةٌَلOَضَ ةٍعَدِْب َّكُوَ ةٌعَدِْب
“Whoever among you lives after me will see much differing and 
controversy, so upon you is to cling to my Sunnah and the Sunnah 

 
22 Āli ʿImrān 3:103. 
23 Reported by at-Tabarī, 7577, at-Tabarānī in al-Kabeer, no. 8972, al-Ājurrī in 
ash-Shareeʿah, no. 23, al-Hākim, 4/155 and he authenticated it, adh-Dhahabī 
agreed—see also al-Ibānah of Ibn Battah, no. 155.   
24 Talbees Iblees of Ibn al-Jawzī, p. 11. 
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of the Rightly Guided Caliphs after me—hold on to it tightly, and 
bite onto it with your molar teeth—and beware of the newly 
introduced matters for verily every introduced matter is an 
innovation.”25 

The final authority when differing occurs between Muslims is the Book 
and Sunnah; not desires, or innovations, or taqleed. Allāh () 
stated: 

أَٰٓـي
َ
أ اوٓنُمَاءَ نَيَِّلٱ اهَُّي

َ
أوَ ََّ+ٱ اوعُيطِ

َ
أوَ لَوسَُّرلٱ اوعُيطِ

ُ
لْٱ لِو

َ
ۢ ءٍشَْ فِ مْتُعْزَـٰنَتَ نِإَف ۖ مْكُنمِِ رمْ

ْٔـلٱ مِوَْلْٱوَِ َّ+ٱِب نَونُمِؤُْت مْتُنكُ نِإ لِوسَُّرلٱوَِ َّ+ٱ َِ¬إُ هوُّدرَُف أوَ يٌْخَ كَِلٰذَ ِۚ رخِاَ
َ

أَت نُسَحْ
ْ
 Oً ðيِو

“O you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the Messenger, and 
those who are in authority among you—and if you differ in 
anything amongst yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger 
if you believe in Allah and in the Last Day. That is better and more 
suitable for final determination.”26  

This is the methodology of the Salaf: to cling to the way of the 
Prophet () and his Companions ()—in that, there is 
safety from differing and splitting of the Ummah. 

All praise is due to Allāh, the Lord of all creation. May Allāh extol the 
Messenger and send His prayers and peace upon him, upon his family 
and all his Companions. 

Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid. 
July 2026 / Ṣafar 1448.  

 
25 At-Tirmidhī (no. 2676), Abu Dāwūd (no. 4607), Ibn Mājah and Ahmad in al-
Musnad — graded sahīh by al-Albānī. 
26 An-Nisāʾ: 59. 


