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SHOWING GRATITUDE TO THE HUSBAND  
AND THE RIGHTS OF THE WIFE 

When a woman is reluctant to show gratitude to her husband for the 
good that he does for her, this is an indication of her poor character—
and it is displeasing to Allāh  that a believing woman should be-
have in such a manner.  

Asmāʾ bint Zayd  narrated that: Allāh’s Messenger  
passed by us while I was with some women of my own age. He  
said:  

أ نْمِ تُْنكُوَ يَمِِعْنمُْلا رَفْكُوَ َّنكُاَّيِإ
َ

أسْمَ ََ; َّنهِِئرَجْ
َ

ِ Hا لَوسُرَ اَي تُْلقُفَِ هِلَ
أ لُوطُتَ َّنكُادَحِْإ َّلعََل لَاَق يَمِِعْنمُْلا رُفْكُ امَوَ

َ
أ نْمِ اهَتُمَيْ

َ
 اهَقُزُرَْي َّمثُ اهَْيوََب

أرَ امَ :لُوقُتَفَ رُفُكْتَفَ ةَبَضْغَْلا بُضَغْتَفَ الًَوَ هُْنمِ اهَقُزُرْيَوَ اجًوْزَ Hَُّا
َ
 كَْنمِ تُْي

 ُّطقَ ايًْخَ

“Beware of being ungrateful to those who have been fa-
voured.”  

She said: I was the boldest of them in coming forward to question, so I 
asked him:  

“What is being ungrateful to those who have been favoured?”45  

He replied:  

“Perhaps one of you stays with her parents for a long time. 
Then Allāh grants her a righteous husband and children by 
him. Then, for some reason, she gets angry with him and 

 
45 This proves women can and should ask a person of knowledge if some-
thing is unclear to them or concerns them from the affairs of the Religion. 
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becomes ungrateful and says to him: ‘I have never seen any 
good from you!’”46   

And a good husband is the one who looks after his wife and family. 
Allāh’s Messenger  said:  

 َّنهنإف ايًخِ ءاسنلاب مكُيصِوُي Hَا َّنإ ايًخِ ءاسنلاب مكُيصِوُي Hَا َّنإ	
َ ةأرملا جُوتي بِاتكلا لِهأ نم لَجرلا َّنإ مكُتoاخ و مكُتانب و مكُتاهمأ
 امًرهَ اتومي تح هِبحاص نع امهنم دٌحاو بُغري امف طَيلا اهادي قَُّلعُت امو

“Allāh has enjoined upon you to be good to your women, for 
indeed they are your mothers, your daughters and your ma-
ternal aunts. Indeed, a man from the People of the Book 
would marry a woman who hardly knows how to even tie a 
string, yet neither of them would want to depart from their 
partner until they both died in old age.”47  

Take the example of the mother of the believers, Khadījah bint Khuway-
lid , the wife of the Prophet . She was wealthier than 
the Messenger of Allāh , yet that did not cause her to be proud 
or arrogant; instead, she was kind, caring, modest, generous, and grate-
ful for the virtuous and pious husband that Allāh had granted her. And 
the Prophet  would continue to speak of her virtues after her 
death and throughout his life. 

Allāh’s Messenger  addressed the believing women and said:  

أو نَقَّدصتِ ءاسِنّلا شَعمَ اي
َ

أ َّنكُتُيأر نِّإفِ رافغتسoا نَم نَثِكْ
َ

أ ثَكْ
َ
 لِهْ

أِ Hَّا لَوسر اي الَ امو ةٌلِزجَ َّنهنمٌ ةأرما تِلاقفِ راَّلا
َ

أ ثَكْ
َ
 لَاقِ راَّلا لِهْ

 
46 Al-Bukhārī in Al-Adab Al-Mufrad (no. 1048) and authenticated by Shaikh 
Al-Albānī in As-Sahīhah (no. 823). 
47 Reported by At-Tabarānī declared hasan by Shaikh Al-Albānī as is pointed 
out in the footnote to the narration in Daʿīf Al-Jāmiʿ (no. 1763).  
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 بََلغأ نٍيدو لٍقع تِاصِقان نم تُيأر ام يَشعَلا نَرفُكَْتو نَعَّللا نَثكُْت
 اَّمأ لَاق نِيلِّاو لِقعلا نُاصقُن اموِ Hَّا لَوسر اي تَلاق َّنكنم بٍُّل يل
 لِقعَلا نِاصقن نمِ اذهَفَ لٍجُرَ ةداهشَ لُدِعت يِتأرماُ ةدَاهشَف لِقعلا نِاصقُن
 نِيلِّا نِاصقُن نم اذهَفَ نَاضمر ف رُطفُتو لِّصُت ام َ�ايَّللا ثُكُمتو

“O women, give in charity and be plentiful in seeking for-
giveness, for I have seen that you are the majority of the in-
habitants of the Fire.” A woman asked: “O Messenger Allāh! 
Why are we the majority of the inhabitants of the Fire?” He re-
plied: “That is because you frequently curse and are un-
grateful to your husbands. I have not seen a people with 
such deficient intellect and religion as you, yet you are still 
able to overcome a cautious man of reason!” A woman asked: 
“O Allāh’s Messenger! What is the deficiency in intellect and re-
ligion?” He replied: “As for deficiency in intellect, it is that 
the testimony of two women equates the testimony of one 
man [in the Qurān]. As for deficiency in religion, it is that 
she has to stay a number of days without praying and fasting 
in Ramadān.”48 

The physical, emotional, and sometimes religious fragility of a woman 
is not an excuse for any man to mistreat her or take advantage of her. 
Allāh’s Messenger  stated:  

أ نِِّإ َّمهَُّللا
ُ

أرْمَْلاوَ مِيِتَلْا يِْفَيِعَّضلا َّقحَ جُِرّحَ
َ
 ِة

“O Allah, I admonish them about the rights of the two weak 
ones: the orphan and the woman.”49  

 
48 Al-Bukhārī (nos. 304, 1462). 
49 Ibn Mājah (no. 3678), Al-Hākim (no. 1/63 and 4/128), graded hasan by 
Shaikh Al-Albānī in As-Sahīhah (no. 1015). 
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He  also said,  

“Indeed, you have rights over your women, and your women 
have rights over you!”50 

The rights of the wife must not be neglected because these rights are 
enjoined upon the husband by Allāh, and Allāh  will call him to ac-
count if he is unjust, harsh, and cruel towards his wife, his daughters, 
his sister or his mother. Allāh’s Messenger  stated: “Fear Allāh 
with respect to women, for indeed you married them upon a trust from 
Allāh—and intercourse with them was made lawful for you by the word 
of Allāh… So, they have a right over you that you feed them and clothe 
them in a manner that is befitting.”51  

He  also said,  

“The right of the woman over her husband is that he gives 
her to eat when he eats, he buys her clothing when he buys 
clothing for himself—and he does not hit her in the face, he 
is not horrible towards her in speech or action, and he does 
not boycott her—and if he must, it is within the same 
house.”52  

So, it is a duty upon the man to go out, work and provide for his family. 
The men of Sunnah and Salafiyyah take their duty to their families se-
riously. Abu Hurairah  narrated that Allāh’s Messenger  
said:  

“By Allāh, for one of you to go out in the morning, carrying fire-
wood on his back, and then sell it to suffice himself and to give 

 
50 Ibn Mājah (no. 1851) and graded hasan by Shaikh Al-Albānī. 
51 Muslim (no. 1218). 
52 At-Tabarānī in Al-Kabīr from Muʿāwiyah ibn Haydah , Ibn Hibbān 
and Al-Bayhaqī. Graded sahīh by Shaikh Al-Albānī in Sahīh Al-Jāmiʿ (no. 
3149). 
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in charity from it, is better for him than going to a man asking 
him for help, who may give him something or may not. That is 
because the upper hand (the giving hand) is better than the 
lower hand (the taking hand). And begin by giving to those for 
whom you are responsible.”  

A man asked him, “For whom am I responsible, O Messenger of Allāh?” 
He  said,  

“Your wife is from those for whom you are responsible, as 
well as your slave girl and your child.”53  

Allāh’s Messenger  said,  

“A dīnār that you spend in the cause of Allāh, a dīnār you spend 
in freeing a slave, a dīnār you spend as charity upon a poor per-
son and a dīnār that you spend on your family. The one that 
earns you the greatest reward is what you spend on your 
family.”54  

And he  said,  

“It is sufficient as a sin upon you that you withhold from 
feeding those for whom you are responsible.”55 

So, the point here is that a marriage is about responsibilities, duties, and 
cooperation between the spouses. A wife should be grateful when she 
has a husband who strives to seek knowledge, worship Allāh and look 
after his family—a man who works and earns a salary. She is thankful to 
her husband for the efforts he makes for his family, even if the salary is 
small and they struggle through hard times. How often was the case that 

 
53 Al-Bukhārī (4/585), Muslim (3/96), Abu Dawūd (no. 1676) and others. De-
clared sahīh by Shaikh Al-Albānī in Irwā’ Al-Ghalīl (no. 834). 
54 Muslim (no. 995). 
55 Muslim (no. 996). 
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the Salaf would suffer with hunger and poverty, yet they would con-
stantly show gratitude to Allāh, praise Him and glorify Him.  

So, seek nearness to Allāh , my sister, by calling upon Him with 
duʿā, worshipping Him, remembering Him constantly (dhikr), seeking 
His forgiveness a hundred times a day or more, and being grateful. This 
will bring tranquillity to your heart and comfort to your soul, may Allāh 
bless you.  


