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FORTY HADĪTH IN CLARIFICATION OF THE MADHHAB OF THE 

SALAF—THAT IS THE MADHHAB OF AHLUL-HADĪTH 
By Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid Alam 

10. Trials will Increase as Time Goes By  
Az-Zubayr Ibn ʿAdiyy () said :  

أ
َ
أ انَْيَت

َ
أَي Hَ هَُّنِإَف اوبُِصْا لَاقَفَ جِاَّجلَْا نَمِ قَْلَن امَِ هْلَِإ اَنوْكَشََف كٍِلامَ نَْب سََن

ْ
 تِ

 لص مْكُِيِّبَن نْمِ هُتُعْمِسَ مْكَُّبرَ اوْقَْلَت َّتحَ هُْنمِ ٌّشَُ هدَعْبَ يَِّلا Hَِّإ نٌامَزَ مْكُْيَلعَ
 ملسو هيلع dا

“We went to Anas Ibn Mālik and complained to him about the harms we were 
suffering at the hands of Al-Hajjāj74. So, he said: ‘Be patient, for no time will 
come upon you except that the time after it will be worse than it until you 
meet your Lord. I heard this from your Prophet ().’”75 

 
74 Imām adh-Dhahabī () said in Siyar Aʿlām an-Nubalāʾ (4/343): “Allah caused him 
to perish in Ramadān 95AH. He was a despot, a tyrant, a hater of the Prophet’s 
household, a foul soul, and a spiller of innocent blood—yet he was bold and brave, a 
planner, shrewd and cunning. He was eloquent in speech and conversation; and 
venerated the Qurʾān. I have written about his wicked life in my at-Tāreekh al-Kabeer, 
about his besieging of Ibnuz-Zubayr () at the Kaʿbah, and his use of the 
mangonel [that destroyed it]. Likewise, his subjugation and humiliation of the people 
of the two Harams—and thereafter, his rule over Iraq and all of the east for 20 years, 
his war against Ibn al-Ashʿath, and his delaying of the prayers; until Allāh destroyed 
him. We do not love him, rather we hate him for Allāh’s sake and [hating for Allāh’s 
sake] is from the strongest handholds of Islam. He had good deeds, but they drowned 
in his oceans of sins, and his affair is left to Allāh. In general, he was upon tawhīd, and 
he is counted among the oppressors and tyrannical leaders of his ilk.”  
75 Al-Bukhārī, no. 7068. 
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Explanation: 
Ibn ʿUmar narrated that the Prophet () said: 

 يٌِبمُوَ بٌاَّذكَ فٍيِقَث فِ
“In Thaqīf, there will be a great liar and great murderer.”76 At-Tirmidhī 
said: ‘It is said that the liar was al-Mukhtār Ibn Abī ʿUbaid at-Thaqafī (d. 67H), 
and the great murderer was al-Hajjāj Ibn Yoosuf.’ Then he narrated from 
Hishām Ibn Hassān who said: ‘They enumerated the number of people al-
Hajjāj captured and killed, and it reached one hundred and twenty 
thousand.’77 

The mother of ʿAbdullāh Ibn az-Zubayr (), Asmā bint Abu Bakr () 
said to al-Hajjāj: “Verily Allah’s Messenger () told us that in 
Thaqīf,78 there would be born a great liar and great murderer. The liar we 
have seen, and as far as the murderer is concerned, I do not find anyone 
else besides you.” Upon that, Al-Hajjāj stood up and did not give any reply to 
her.79 

Al-ʿAllāmah al-Albānī () explained the above narration of Az-Zubayr Ibn 
ʿAdiyy () saying: “It is important to understand this hadīth in light of the 
narrations that have preceded and other narrations such as the coming of the 
Mahdī and the descent of ʿ Īsā (), which show that this hadīth is not taken 
absolutely or without exception, rather there are exceptions. So, it is not 
permitted for people to think it is absolute and thus fall into despair because 
that is not the trait of a believer: 

ْٔـياَي Hَ ۥهَُّنِإ  نَورُِفـٰكَْلٱ مُوْقَْلٱ Hَِّإِ dَّٱ حِوَّْر نمِ سَُ
 

76 At-Tirmidhī, no. 2220, declared saheeh by Al-Albānī.  
77 At-Tirmidhī, no. 2220. 
78 Banu Thaqīf is a tribe from the region of Taif, 87 km south-east of Makkah.  
79 Muslim, no. 2545. 
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‘Certainly no one despairs of Allah’s Mercy, except those who disbelieve.’ 
(Yusuf: 87) We ask that Allah make us believers in Him truly.”80  

Al-Hāfidh Ibn Hajr Al-Asqalānī () said: “Then I found from Abdullāh Ibn 
Masʿūd () the clear intent of this hadīth. And he is more worthy of being 
followed in his understanding. Yaʿqūb Ibn Shaybah reported from Hārith Ibn 
Husayrah from Zayd Ibn Wahb, who said: Abdullāh Ibn Mas’ūd () said:  

‘There will not come upon you a day except that it will be worse than the 
day that came before it until the Hour is established. I do not mean worse 
in terms of prosperity in living, nor worse in terms of wealth that is 
benefited from. Rather, there will not come upon you a day except that 
there will be less in knowledge than the day that passed before it. So, 
when the scholars have passed away, the people will be upon the same 
level—they will neither enjoin the good nor forbid the evil, and as a 
result, they will be destroyed.’81  

And in narration he () said: ‘But rather, your ʿulamā (scholars) and 
your fuqahā (jurists) will die and you will not find anyone to replace 
them—then there will come a people who will give fatāwā from their 
opinions.’”82 

So, as time passes and the Day of Resurrection draws nearer, tribulations and 
trials will increase, the practices of Islam will be undone, one by one—just as 
knowledge disappears, ignorance increases and the ignorant misguide the 
masses.  

Abu Umāmah al-Bāhilī () narrated that Allah’s Messenger () 
said: “The ties of Islam will be undone one by one—as one is undone, the 

 
80 As-Silsilah as-Sahīhah, 1/31 under the heading: The Future is for Islam, 1/36.  
81 Hasan, reported by ad-Dārimī, no. 194, and Ibn Hajr graded the chain of narration as 
jayyid (good) in Fathul-Bārī, 13/26-27. 
82 Ibid. 
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people will hold on to the next—and the first to be undone will be judging 
[by the Sharīʿah], and the last to be undone will be the Prayer.”83 

Therefore, Allāh’s Messenger () guided his Ummah to hold fast to all 
aspects of Islam so that it does not fade away from the lives of the Muslims 
and is not lost altogether—and we seek Allāh’s refuge from that. All this shows 
us the importance of learning the Religion upon the understanding of the 
Salaf, acting upon that and then teaching it to the next generation—this will 
protect our sons and daughters from losing their Religion.  

Abu Hurairah () narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said: 
“Verily Islam has signposts, like the signposts on a path. From those 
signposts is that you believe in Allāh and that you do not associate 
partners with Him in worship, that you establish the Prayer, pay the 
Zakāh, fast the month of Ramadān, make Hajj to the House, enjoin what 
is good, prohibit what is wrong, that you give salām to your family when 
you enter upon them, and you give salām to a people when you pass by 
them. Whosoever abandons anything from these affairs, then he has 
abandoned a share of Islam, and who abandons all of them has turned his 
back on Islam.”84 

In the end, Islam will fade away, and we ask Allah to keep us steadfast. 
Hudhayfah Ibn al-Yamān () narrated from the Prophet (): 
“Islam will fade away just as a pattern on a garment fades away until fasting 
will no longer be known, nor the prayer, nor the rites of hajj, nor Zakāt, and 
the Book of Allāh will be taken up in single night and there will not remain on 
the earth a single āyah! And there will remain groups of people: an old man, 
and an old woman, and they will say: ‘We recall our forefathers who would 

 
83 Reported by Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 22160, al-Haythamī in Majmaʿ az-Zawāʾid, 
7/551, at-Tabarānī in al-Kabeer, no. 7486, and others—graded saheeh by Al-Albānī in 
Saheeh al-Jāmiʿ, no. 5075. 
84 Reported by Abu ʿUbayd al-Qāsim Ibn Salām in his book, al-Imān, no. 3, with the 
checking of al-Imām al-Albānī who declared it to be saheeh in as-Saheehah, no. 333.  
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say: ‘Lā ilāha illallāh’ so we say the same.’” Ṣilah Ibn Zufar al-ʿAbsī al-Kufī 
said to Hudhayfah (): ‘How will Lā ilāha illallāh benefit them while 
they do not know prayer, nor fasting, nor hajj, nor zakāh?’ Hudhayfah 
turned away from him. So, Silah asked him again, and then a third time, and 
each time Hudhayfah turned away. He turned to Ṣilah after the third occasion 
and said, ‘O Silah! It will save them from the Fire!’ And he repeated it three 
times.85 

Al-Imām al-Albānī () said: “There is in this hadeeth dangerous news—that 
there will come a day upon Islam that its traces will be wiped away, the Qurʾān 
will be raised into the heavens, such that not a single verse will remain. This 
will not occur until after Islam has gained ascendency over the whole earth, 
and after its kalimah (shahādah) is uppermost, just as Allah () has stated: 

أ ىَِّٓلٱ وَهُ
َ
َ هِركَ وَْلوَ ِۦهِّكُ نِيلِّٱ ََ� ُۥهرَهِظُْلِ قِّلَْٱ نِيِدوَ ىٰدَهُْلٱِب ۥلَُوسُرَ لَسَرْ

 � نَوكُشِْمُْلٱ
‘It is He who has sent His Messenger with guidance and the religion of 
truth to manifest it over all religions, even if the polytheists hate it.’86 And 
just as it has been explained by Allah’s Messenger () in numerous 
ahādeeth…  

And the Qurʾān will not be lifted from the earth at the end of time except as a 
precursor to the establishment of the Hour upon the most wicked of people 
who will not know anything of Islam at all, not even Tawhīd! 

So, the hadīth shows the greatness of the Qurʾān, and that its presence among 
the people is the reason for the continuation of their Religion, and the 
firmness of its foundations—and that is not achieved except through studying 

 
85 Reported by Ibn Mājah, no. 4049, and graded saheeh by Al-Albānī (). 
86 At-Tawbah: 33. 
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it, reflecting over it, and understanding it. For this reason, Allāh () 
promised to protect it and preserve it until He wills it to be raised.”87 
  

 
87 Silsilatul-Ahādeeth as-Sahīhah, 1/173. 


