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All praise is due to Allah, Lord of all creation. May
Allah extol the mention of the Prophet in the highest
company of Angels and may the peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him, his family, his Companions, and all those who
follow him correctly till the Day of Judgement.

Some Words of Clarification
and Definitions

Islam is the Religion of all the Prophets, from Adam to
Muhammad (3Ell¢ie). A Muslim is anyone who embraces this
Religion and acts upon it. Muslims are commanded to worship
none besides the one true God, and He is Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic. They submit to Him in obedience and shun all
forms of polytheism (shirk). Furthermore, they are
commanded to follow the teachings of the final Messenger
sent to mankind, Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdullah (J5.&5{>), and
to abandon whatever is newly introduced into Islam. This is
the basis of Salafiyyah.

The Sunnah is the Path of the Prophet (1Z5.&4{iz) and
his Companions. Whoever follows this path correctly, as he
(45484fle) commanded is referred to as a Sunni and is from
Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. Sometimes the term Sunni is used

2 | abukhadeejah.com © 2025



The Salafi Da‘wah

more generally to refer to anyone who is not from the sect of
the Shi‘ah. However, merely being non-Shi‘ah is not sufficient
to save a person from falling into deviation since there are
many deviated sects apart from the Shi‘ah.

The term As-Salaf As-Salih or ‘The Righteous
Predecessors’ refers to the Companions of
Muhammad (Jz54E4{>) and the three generations that came
after them. They are also referred to by titles such as Ahlus-
Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, As-habul-Hadith, Ahlul-Hadith and Ahlul-
Athar. Whoever accepts and follows their path precisely in
religion, belief, methodology and worship is upon true
guidance—and they are the Saved Sect (Al-Firgat an-Najiyah)
and the Victorious Group (At-Td'ifat al-Manstirah) in every age.

Salafiyyah, therefore, is the correct methodology in
following Islam and the Sunnah. A Salafi follows the path of
the Salaf As-Salih precisely without innovation, deviation or
alteration—and he is the Sunni in truth because he adheres
steadfastly to the Sunnah. To be a Salafi means adhering to
the creed, methodology, and way of life of the Salaf. The
earliest of the Salaf is the generation of our noble Prophet
(J5:545k>) and his Companions (#2£(). Then after them
came the virtuous three generations of believers who held
fast to their Sunnah [or Path]. A person who understands this
path correctly and follows it precisely, without introducing
anything into it and not deviating from it, is rightfully called

a Salafi.



Thus, ascriptions such as the Salafis, Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jama‘ah, As-habul-Hadith and Ahlul-Hadith are interchangeable.
All these titles refer to the same people who all follow
the same path.

However, not everyone who ascribes to these labels is
an adherent of what they represent. In this age, many people
who ascribe to these titles have beliefs and methodologies
that contradict the path of the Righteous Predecessors. To
distinguish between a claimant and a true adherent is one of the
main purposes of this short book.

To be a Salafi is not merely to imagine that one is upon
the Path of the Salaf. Rather, Salafiyyah is to study the religion
of the Prophet (Jz4£4{=) and to learn what his Companions
(#24iz) were upon. Every Muslim knows that it was the
Companions (#24is;) who best understood the meanings and
intent of the speech and actions of the Prophet (Jz k).

So, what is the call and Methodology of the Salafis
in learning, understanding, practising and teaching the
Religion? Please read this Book till its end.
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The Salafi Da‘wah

1. We call, first and foremost, to the worship of Allah
alone without associating partners with Him. This was the
starting point of the call of the Prophets (8&).¢), just as
Allah has stated:
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“We sent a messenger to every nation proclaiming:
Worship Allah alone and abandon the worship of the false
deities.”

So, this call to the worship of Allah alone must be coupled
with the negation of the worship of everything besides Him.

2. We acknowledge that the Religion calls to many
essentials, therefore, we begin by inviting to the most
essential affair, followed by that which is next in importance
[and so on] according to the Quranic and Prophetic texts. This
is shown in the hadith of Allah’s Messenger (. f4{ie)
wherein he commanded Mu‘adh ibn Jabal (4z4iz) saying:
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“Verily you are going to a people from the People of the Book,
so, call them first to the worship of Allah, the Mighty and
Majestic. And, when they affirm [the worship of] Allah,
inform them that Allah has obligated five prayers upon them
during the day and the night. When they fulfill that, inform
them that Allah has made Zakat obligatory for them which is
collected from the wealthy amongst them and distributed to
their poor. And when they show obedience in that, then
collect it from them and avoid [the temptation] of selecting
the best of their riches.”

3. We hold that the Sunnah is Revelation just as the
Qur’an is Revelation. Allah (1525%) said about His Prophet
(saede):

© &l £ §83 55
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“And he does not speak of his own desire. It is not but a

3

revelation revealed [to him].
4, The Sunnah is whatever was conveyed to the

Prophet (155.54{l2) other than the Qur’an. Allah’s Messenger
(dssafeidflo) stated:

Ay

“Indeed, I was given the Book and that which resembles it
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? Al-Bukhari no. 1458.
° An-Najm: 3-4
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along with it.”

5. The Sunnah of the Prophet (Jz5.&4{i=) includes all
that he said, he did and whatever was done in his presence
to which he did not object. The Sunnah also includes his
outward description and his inward noble character. All of
this is recorded in the authentic Prophetic Narrations known
as the Ahadith (singular: Hadith).

6. We hold that the best of mankind after the Prophets
and Messengers are the Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad (Jz54E4{%). ‘Imran Ibn Husayn (424) narrated
that Allah’s Messenger (J5.&4{(2) said:
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“The best of you is my generation, then those coming after
them, and then those coming after them.”

‘Imran said: ‘I do not know whether the Prophet ({z5.&5{2)
mentioned two or three generations after his generation.”
7. We hold that the most excellent of these
Companions is Abu Bakr As-Siddiq, then ‘Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab, then ‘Uthman Ibn ‘Affan, then ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib

(#24is), then the rest of the ten Companions who were

* Abu Dawood, no. 4604, graded saheeh by al-Imam al-Albani
(Wizs).
> Al-Bukhari no. 2651.



promised Paradise. Then those that fought at Badr in the
second year after the Hijrah, then those who took the oath of
allegiance of Ar-Ridwan at Al-Hudaibiyah under the tree in the
sixth year after the Hijrah, then the rest of the Migrants
(Muhajiran), then the Helpers (Ansar), the residents of
Madinah, then those who embraced Islam before the
conquest of Makkah, then those who embraced after the

conquest.

8. We dissociate ourselves from the [Rafidah] Shi‘ah
who refer to themselves as the Twelvers (Ithna ‘Ashariyyah) —
we warn against them and refute them due to their
polytheism and numerous other heresies such as their
reviling and cursing the wives and Companions of Allah’s
Messenger (Jz54E4{>). The Messenger of Allah (5. i{le)
said:
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“Do not revile my Companions, do not revile my

Companions. By Him in whose Hand is my soul, if one of

you spent in charity as much gold as the size of Mount

Uhud it would not amount to a handful of what they gave
or even half a handful.”

And he (J55.64{) said:

¢ Muslim no. 2540.
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“Whoever reviles my Companions, upon him is the curse

7

of Allah, the angels and the people.

9. We believe that rectification of the Ummah lies in
holding fast to the Book of Allah and the authentic Sunnah of
Allah’s Messenger (J5.54{i) upon the understanding of the
Companions. The Prophet (Jz4E4{iz) said:

?
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“0 people! Surely, I have left among you an affair such
that if you hold fast to it, you will never go astray: the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet (J5.&4{).”
He (J55.84{(2) also said: “Indeed, whoever among you lives
after me will see much differing and controversy, so upon
you is to cling to my Sunnah and the Sunnah of the Rightly
Guided Caliphs after me—hold on to it tightly, and bite
onto it with your molar teeth.”

10. We believe that the attainment of unity of the
Muslims and the avoidance of splitting is a fundamental

7 At-Tabarani 3/174/1—graded hasan by Al-Albani in Silsilatul-
Ahadith As-Sahihah no. 2340.

® Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak 1/93, graded sahih by Al-Albani in Sahih
At-Targhib wat-Tarhib no. 40.

° Abu Dawood no. 4607, graded sahih by Imam Al-Albani (41iz).



commanded by Allah and His Messenger (ds.4fie). Allah

-,

(IG55%s22) stated:
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“And hold fast, all of you together, to the Rope of Allah,
and be not divided among yourselves. And remember
Allah’s favour on you, for you were enemies one to
another but He joined your hearts together, so that, by His
Grace, you became brothers one to another—and you were
on the edge of a pit of Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus,

Allah makes His verses and signs clear to you, that you

may be guided.”"

11. We believe that the legislated unity can only be
achieved when all disputation and differences between
Muslims is referred back to the Book and the Sunnah, upon
the understanding of the Companions (Jz54€4{iz). This is due
to the saying of Allah (J1G550:2):

3\
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1 Ali ‘Imran: 103.
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“And if you differ in anything amongst yourselves, refer it
to Allah and His Messenger if you believe in Allah and in
the Last Day. That is better and more suitable for final

determination.”"!

12. We believe that inviting to Allah (da‘wah) begins
with the rectification of the belief (‘agidah) of the people. This
was the starting point of the call of all the Messengers
(dsadeifle). The Messenger of Allah, Muhammad (Jzs4E4)
commanded Mu‘adh Ibn Jabal (2e4is) to begin with calling
the people to tawhid (the worship of Allah alone)—and that is
the foundation of Islamic belief.

13. We reject all innovations (bid‘a) that are
introduced into the Religion, whether it be in belief, speech or
action due to the saying of Allah (&\Z&j%\;@):

Sl g s e il iy 1] e

“This day, I have perfected your religion for you,
completed my favour upon you, and have chosen for you

Islam as your religion.”"

Whatever the people innovate into the Religion after the era
of the Prophet (4z54£4{(>) and his Companions (#z4is5) then
it is bid‘ah and misguidance. For this reason, ‘Abdullah Ibn

1 An-Nisa’; 59.
12 Al-M2’idah 5:3.



Mas‘ood (2iiiss;) said:

PR ERUN SPEN-SECIIFENER D PRIeH

“Follow and do not innovate, for you have been sufficed—
and every innovation is misguidance.”"

14. Every innovation introduced into the Religion is
forbidden, misguided and leads to the Fire. There is no
allowance in Islam for what is referred to as ‘a good
innovation’ (bid‘ah hasanah). This is due to the saying of the
Prophet (A& i{e):

@er
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“And beware of the newly introduced matters for indeed,
every newly introduced matter is an innovation, and

every innovation is misguidance.”"

He also said (Jz5E4ie) said:

5 56 0l e i vee Bt s
“Whoever does a deed that is not from our affair (Islam)
will have it rejected.””

And in a narration, he (JZ5.E4{2) said:

Y Reported by Ad-Darimi no. 205, Ibn Waddah no. 17, Ibn Nasr in
As-Sunnah no. 28.

" Abu Dawood no. 4607, graded sahih by Imam Al-Albani (£i5z5).
¥ Muslim no. 1718.
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“Whoever introduces something into this affair of ours
(Islam) will have it rejected.”"

15. We believe the Qur’an is the Speech of Allah, not
created. And whoever states that the Qur’an is created is a
disbeliever. Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AH, {5%;) stated
in Usill As-Sunnah: “The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah, and it
is not created. And a person should not be too weak to say,
‘It is not created’, for indeed the Speech of Allah is not
something distinct and separate from Him, and not a
single thing from it is created.”

Imam Ash-Shafi‘i (d. 204 AH %ii%5) said: “The Qur’an is the
Speech of Allah, and it is not created, and whoever says

that it is created is an unbeliever.”"

We believe that Allah (1&55\22) speaks with words, letters
and a voice that is heard. And He speaks when He Wills to
whom He Wills,

‘Abdullah Ibn Ahmad said: “I said to my father (i.e., Imam
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal): ‘There are some people who say that
Allah does not speak with a voice?’ He replied: ‘My son!
These people are Jahmiyyah, they wish to negate the

" Al-Bukhari no. 2697, Muslim no. 1718.

' Reported by Imam Al-Ajurri (£45z5) in Ash-Shari‘ah, 1/223, 190,
no. 92, with an authentic chain of narration, also Imam Al-Lalaka’i
(3414%5) in Sharh Usool I'tigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, 1-2/278, 419.



Attribute.””"®
And Allah (J55%\;2) described the Qur’an as His Speech when
He said:

B0 55 5ty o5 326 el 68 A 6s 22T 3
“And if anyone of the polytheists seeks your protection [0

Prophet], then grant him protection so that he may hear
the Speech of Allah.””

16. We affirm the Names and Attributes of Allah
mentioned in the Qur’an and authentic Sunnah. We believe
that they are taken upon their apparent meanings and not
metaphorically. We do not discuss how the Attributes are. We
hold that to question how the Attributes of Allah is an
innovation that leads to making resemblances and likeness
with Allah. And the early Salaf, such as Imam Malik ibn Anas
(:15z5) sternly forbade asking how about Allah’s Attributes.

17. We free our Lord, the Most High, from any likeness
(tamtheel) with the creation whilst affirming that His
Attributes are real and true, just as He (&%) has stated:

5 I O PPt
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“There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer,

'® See Majmu‘ Al-Fatawa of Shaikhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 6/527-
528.
¥ At-Tawbah: 6.
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the All-Seer.”®

So, Allah (1555%\22%) negated resemblance whilst affirming His
Attributes of Hearing and Seeing. And the same principle
applies to all of His Lofty Attributes and Chosen Actions.

18. We affirm for Allah (&%) what He has
affirmed for Himself of Names and Attributes without
negating them, distorting them or explaining away their

// 87\~

meanings. He ({;%\=;2) has said regarding His Names:
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“And to Allah belong the best Names, so invoke Him by
them. And leave [the company of] those who practice
deviation concerning His Names. They will be requited for
what they used to do.””

Imam At-Tirmidhi (d. 279 AH Ziiz5;) stated: “It has been said
by more than one scholar from the People of Knowledge
about this narration and similar reports regarding the
Attributes of Allah—and that our Lord (the Most High)
descends to the nearest heaven every night. So, the scholars
said: ‘Affirm these narrations, have faith in them, do not
imagine them, nor ask how.’

The likes of this have been narrated from Malik Ibn Anas (d.

% Ash-Shara: 11.
2 Al-A‘raf: 180.



179 AH), Sufyan Ath-Thawri (d. 161 AH), Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyainah
(d. 198 AH) and ‘Abdullah Ibn Al-Mubarak (d. 181 AH).

All whom stated about such narrations, ‘Leave them as they
are, without asking how.” Such is the saying of the People of
Knowledge from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah.

However, the Jahmiyyah oppose these narrations and say,
‘This is resemblance (tashbeeh)!” However, Allah (J\&%22),
has mentioned in various places in His Book, His Attribute

of Hand, Hearing and Seeing but the Jahmiyyah falsely
interpret these verses, explaining them in a way other than
how they are explained by the People of Knowledge. They say,
‘Allah did not create Adam with His own Hand.’ They say
that Hand means Power.

So, Ishaq Ibn Ibrahim Ar-Rahtyah (d. 238 AH) said,
‘Resemblance is when it is said: ‘Hand like my hand, or
similar to my hand.’ Or it is said, ‘Hearing like my hearing,
or similar to my hearing.’ Then this would be resemblance.
But if what is being said is what Allah Himself has said, ‘Hand,
Hearing and Seeing’ and it is not asked how, nor is it said,
‘Like my hearing or similar to my hearing’, then it is not
resemblance. Allah, the Most Blessed and Most High, said in
His Book, ‘There is none like unto Him, and He is the All-

1122

Hearing, All-Seeing.

19. We believe in the punishment of the grave and its

2 See As-Sunan of At-Tirmidhi no. 662.
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reward as has been reported in the authentic narrations. We
believe in the questioning of the servant in the grave by the
two Angels. They will question the servant regarding his Lord,
his Religion and his Prophet as is reported in the authentic

narrations.

20. We believe that there is a Bridge (As-Sirat) erected
over Hell, thinner than a strand of hair and sharper than a
sword as has been reported in the authentic narrations and
that every person will cross over it in according to his deeds.”
The righteous will cross it swiftly like lightning or a charging
horse, whilst the sinners will crawl, and others will be
snatched and cast into the Hellfire due to their evil
deeds. Allah (J1%5;35%) said:

////C z
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2 Abu Sa‘ld Al-Khudri (#24i) narrated from the Messenger
(dsaedle) that he said, “Then the Bridge will be set up over Hell
and intercession would be permitted and they will say, ‘O Allah,

”

keep us safe, keep us safe.”” It was said, “Messenger of Allah, what is
this bridge?” He replied, “The place where one is likely to slip.
There will be hooks, tongs, spits like the thorn that is found in Najd
known as Sa‘dan. The believers will then pass over it within the
twinkling of an eye, like lightning, like wind, like a bird, like the
finest horses and camels. Some will escape and be safe, some will be
lacerated and let go, and some will be pushed into the fire of Hell,
remaining there until the believers are saved from the Fire (due to

the intercession of their brothers).” (Muslim, no. 183)
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“There is not one of you but will pass over it (the Bridge).
This is, with your Lord, a Decree which must be
accomplished. Then We will save those who feared Allah
and leave the wrongdoers therein, [humbled] on their

knees.”*

21. We believe that Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, is
above the Seven Heavens, over His Throne, separate and
distinct from His creation and He knows everything and
Controls all the affairs of His creation. Allah’s Messenger
(dsakifle) said: “When Allah completed the creation, He
wrote in His Book that is with Him above the
Throne (il 358): ‘My mercy has prevailed over My

anger’.””

Whoever states that Allah (1&5%5%22) is in-dwelling in His
creation has disbelieved since he has made Allah and the
creation as one. The Messenger (J4£4(>) said: “Paradise is
one hundred levels. Between each level is the distance like
that between the heaven and earth, and Al-Firdaws is the
highest level, and at the middle of it. Above it is the
Throne (‘Arsh) of the Most Merciful and from it gush forth
the rivers of Paradise. So, when you ask of Allah ([s3), ask

# Surah Maryam: 71-72.
» Al-Bukhari no. 7404, Muslim no. 2751.
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Him for Al-Firdaws.”*¢

Imam Malik (d. 179 AH X4%5) said: “Allah is above the
Heavens and His Knowledge is in every place. Ahlus-Sunnah
agree by consensus (ijma‘) that the meaning of Allah’s
saying, ‘He is with you wherever you are,’ refers to His
Knowledge and Allah Himself (bi-dhatihi) is above the

Heavens.””

Allah (J\&5%e2) said:
SR Al Je sl

“The Most Merciful ascended over the Throne.”*

21. We believe in the intercession (Ash-Shafa‘ah) of the
Prophet Muhammad (Jz54£4{=) on Day of Resurrection, and
for other than him, for those whom Allah has permitted from
amongst the Angels, the Prophets (3i<e) and the believers.

This is due to the saying of Allah (J1&;%=:2):
RIS [P CA NN FAFA IR WA

“None shall have the power of intercession except one who

has received permission from the Most Merciful.””

And due to the saying of the Prophet ({z5.&5{):

% At-Tirmidhi no. 2531, 1530.
77 Al-Fatawa 3/219, Ijtima‘ Al-Juyish 76.
* Taha: 5.

29

Maryam: 87.
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“I am the master of the children of Adam on the Day of
Resurrection. I am the first for whom the grave will be
split open, the first to intercede and the first whose

intercession will be accepted.””®

22. We believe that seeking intercession from the
Prophets and the deceased ones [in their graves] by
supplicating to them and calling upon for help and
deliverance is major shirk (polytheism) because that is
considered as worship of them. The Messenger (J5.54{i)
said:

B3 28 - s 58 2
“Supplication (du‘a) is worship.” Then he (Jz5.E)
recited:
e 32 uﬂ&w ;.y;fs\ & rﬁ:j St 3,80 25 06,
5 52 /jl;u »

“And your Lord said: ‘Call upon Me, I will answer you.
Verily, those who scorn worshipping Me will surely enter

Hell in humiliation.””!

% Muslim no. 2278.
°! Strah Ghafir: 60, and the hadith was reported by At-Tirmidhi no.
3247. Graded sahih by Al-Albani.

20 | abukhadeejah.com © 2025



The Salafi Da‘wah

And Allah’s statement concerning those who supplicate to the

deceased:

o -
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“And who is more astray than he who supplicates to other
than Allah? Those who will not respond to him until the
Day of Resurrection? Those who are not even aware of the

supplications to them?!”*

23. We believe in the Qada and Qadr of Allah, meaning
that the affairs are Ordained and Pre-Decreed. This entails
belief in four matters:

1. Allah’s knowledge: Allah’s knowledge is all-encompassing
over everything. He knew whatever was to take place before
its occurrence. He knows all that has taken place in the past
and all that is to occur in the future—and nothing escapes His
knowledge (J1&;%=:2).

2. Allah’s writing: He (\&5%\=;2) commanded the Pen to
write everything that was to take place until the Day of
Judgement in the Preserved Tablet (Al-Lawh Al-Mahfoodh), fifty
thousand years before the creation of the Heavens and the
Earth.

3. Allah’s will: He (s552) Wills whatever takes place, and
nothing takes place except by His Will and His Intent.

2 Al-Ahqaf: 5.



4, Allah created everything, good and evil, from His perfect
Wisdom, Knowledge and Might.

‘Ubadah Ibn Samit (:24is;) said to his son: “O my son! You
will not truly taste Iman until you affirm that which has
befallen you was never going to miss you; and that which
missed you was never going to befall you.”” And the
Prophet (5454(>) said: “O Abu Hurairah! The Pen has
dried and has written all it had to write concerning your

7134

destiny.

24. We hold that seeking blessings (tabarruk) from
graves, shrines or particular trees, stones, rocks and so on, is
shirk (polytheism). Abu Waqid Al-Laythi (424is;) narrated:
“We went out with Allah’s Messenger (J5.54{(%) to the battle
of Hunayn, and we had only recently left unbelief. The
polytheists had a Lote Tree where they would hang their
weapons [seeking blessings]—they called it Dhat Anwat. So, we

passed by a Lote Tree and said:
L& S LT s ez & J,ls

‘0O Messenger of Allah, make for us a Dhat Anwat™ just as
they have a Dhat Anwat.’ Allah’s Messenger (Jzs &)
responded:

* Abu Dawid no. 4700, sahih.
** Al-Bukhari, no. 5076.
» Meaning a tree to hang weapons to attain blessings.
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‘Exalted is Allah, the Most Perfect! This is just as the
people of Miisa (3=lick) said: ‘Make for us a god just like
their gods.” By He in whose Hand is my soul! You shall
certainly follow the ways of those who came before

79137
you!

25. We hold that People of Innovation (Ahlul-Bid‘ah)
should be boycotted, shunned and avoided because they seek
to corrupt the pure Religion and the Sunnah of Allah’s
Messenger (Jz5.&4{i). Thabit Ibn ‘Ajlan (d. 140 AH, £i5z5)
said: “I met Anas Ibn Malik (d. 93 AH), Ibn Musayyib (d. 94
AH), Hasan Al-Basri (d.110 AH), Sa‘id Ibn Jubair (d. 95 AH),
Ash-Sha‘bi (d. 103 AH) Ibrahim An-Nakha‘i (d. 96 AH), ‘Ata
Ibn Abi Rabah (d. 114 AH), Tawus (d. 106 AH), Mujahid (d.
104 AH), ‘Abdullah Ibn Abi Mulaikah (d. 117 AH), Az-

Zuhri (d. 124H), Mak-hil (d. 112 AH), Al-Qasim Abu ‘Abdur-
Rahman (d. 112 AH), ‘Ata Al-Khurasani (d. 135 AH), Thabit
Al-Bunani (d. 120 AH), Al-Hakam Ibn ‘Utbah (d. 115 AH),
Ayyub As-Sakhtiyani (d. 131 AH), Hammad [Ibn Abi
Sulayman Al-Kufi] (d. 120 AH), Muhammad Ibn Sirin (d. 110
AH), Abii ‘Amir — and he had met Ab{i Bakr As-Siddiq (£e4is)

¢ Al-A‘raf: 138.
7 At-Tirmidhi 2180, graded sahih by Al-Albani.



— Yazid Ar-Raqashi (d. 119 AH) and Sulayman Ibn Miisa (d.
119 AH). And all of them commanded me to stick to the
Jama‘ah and they all forbade me from the People of

Desires.””*

And Fudayl Ibn ‘Iyad (d. 187 AH, iii%;) said: “Whoever gives
honour to an innovator has aided in the demolition of
Islam. Whoever smiles in the face of an innovator has
belittled what was revealed upon Muhammad (I E4().
Whoever marries his daughter to an innovator has cut her
ties of kinship. Whoever follows the funeral of an
innovator, Allah’s anger upon him does not cease until he

returns.””’

26. We hold that the one who accompanies,
accommodates or promotes the People of Innovation, after
the truth has reached them, is to be counted amongst them
due to the saying of the Prophet (Jsakii):

yu°/;é"\,m%w > Jde s

“A person is upon the religion of his companion, so let each

of you look to whom he takes as his companion.”*

Abu Dawid As-Sijistani (d. 279 AH) said: “I said to Abu
‘Abdillah Ahmad Ibn Hanbal: ‘I see a man from Ahlus-Sunnah

3% Al-Lalaka’i (d. 418 AH, £i2z5) with his chain of narration in Sharh
Usool Itigad Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, no. 418.

** Sharhus-Sunnah of Imam Al-Barbahari, p. 139.

** Abu Dawiid no. 4833, graded hasan by Shaikh Al-Albani (£i3z5).
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with a man from Ahlul-Bid‘ah. Should I stop talking to
him?’ He replied: ‘No. Teach him that the man you saw him
with is a person of bid‘ah. If he stops talking to him, fine,
otherwise, count him along with him. Ibn Mas‘td (i)

said: ‘A person is what his friend is upon.”*

8o -

Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (£1iz5) sated: “The person
who has good thoughts regarding them (Ahul-Bid‘ah) and
claims that he does not know their condition—then their
condition is explained to him. After that, if he does not leave
them, and make apparent his rejection, he is counted among
them and placed alongside them. And the one who says,
‘Their speech (of Ahlul-Bid‘ah) can be interpreted in a way
that agrees with the Shari‘ah’ then he is from their heads
and their leaders because had he been intelligent, he would

realise his own lie in what he has uttered.”*

Yahya Ibn Sa‘id Al-Qattan (d. 198 AH) said: “When Sufyan Ath-
Thawri (d. 161 AH) entered Basrah he started to look into the
affair of Ar-Rabi‘ Ibn Subaih and his station with people. He
asked: ‘What is his creed?’ They replied: ‘His creed is not
except the Sunnah.’ So, he asked: “Who are his associates?’
They said: ‘The people who deny the Pre-Decree (Ahlul-
Qadr).’ He said: ‘Then he is a Qadari.””*

' Tabagat Al-Hanabilah of Abul-Husayn Ibn Abi Ya‘la (d. 526 AH),
1/160, and Managib Al-Imam Ahmad of Tbn Al-Jawzi, p. 250.

2 Majmu‘ Al-Fatawa 2/133.

# Al-Ibanah of Ibn Battah, no. 426.



27. We hold that it is not permitted to sit and take
knowledge from Ahlul-Bid‘ah. Al-Hasan Al-Basri and
Muhammad Ibn Sirin (d. 110 AH) stated: “Do not sit with the
people of desires, do not argue with them and do not

listen to narrations from them.”*

28. It is prohibited to look into the books, writings,
websites and teachings of Ahlul-Bid“ah or listen to their
lectures and classes. To delve into their teachings and
writings opposes the Methodology of the Salaf. Rather, it is
for the Scholars and those grounded in knowledge to uncover
their mistakes and to refute them.

29. We hold that the unsuspecting general Muslims
who have been deceived by the callers to innovation should
be invited to the Sunnah in a goodly manner, just as occurs in
the saying of Allah, the Most High:

b e bl 1841 5 gt Gy
}/°\
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“Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and fair

preaching and argue with them in a way that is best.”*

30. We hold that the means and methods of calling to

“ Tbn Battah (d. 387 AH {4i%5) in his book Al-Ibanah ‘an Shari‘atil-
Firgatin-Najiyah wa Mujanabatil-Firaq al-Madhmumah, no. 400, under
the heading: ‘A warning from associating with a people who sicken
the hearts and corrupt the Iman.’

* An-Nahl: 125,
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Allah (da‘wah) are governed by Revelation (tawqeefiyyah) and
they are not open to opinions. Therefore, we repudiate the
groups who use nasheeds (songs) and music as methods to
attract people to Islam since that has not reported in the
Sunnah, Similarly, the use of fictitious films, movies, magic
tricks, and comedy as methods of da‘wah are innovations,
misguided and in opposition to the Sunnah of the Prophet
(45:54k>) and the way of his Companions (424i;). The
Prophet (1&.4{le) said:

@Ger
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“And beware of the newly introduced matters for indeed,
every newly introduced matter is an innovation, and

every innovation is misguidance.”*

31. We believe that Allah (15;%\2) will be seen in the
Hereafter with the sight of the eyes just as the moon is seen
when it is full. The Messenger (d544lz) said, “You will see
your Lord just as you see this moon on the night it is full.

You will have no difficulty in seeing Him.”"

The believers will see Allah (Js35) just as Allah’s Messenger
(dsafeifle) said: “When the people of Paradise enter
Paradise, Allah will say to them, ‘Is there anything more
that you wish for—I will give you more?’ So, they will say,
‘Have you not brightened our faces, entered us into Paradise

*" Abu Dawood no. 4607, graded sahih by Imam Al-Albani (53z5)).
7 Al-Bukhari, no. 554.



and saved us from the Fire?’ Then Allah will remove the
screen, and they will not have been given anything more
beloved to them than looking at their Lord (Js3).” Then
the Prophet (5.84{lw) recited:

a.)\.s)) k;"::‘;‘ Bi.;.;\u.\

“For those who have done good is the best reward (i.e.,

Paradise) and even more (i.e., looking at Allah).”*

Allah stated about the wrongdoers:

< } 5 o S ; 9/}: %) u-/c (:é:\ BK
“Nay! Surely the evildoers will be veiled from seeing their
Lord that Day.””

32. We hold that a person is not from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jama‘ah until he gives precedence to the Revelation sent to
Muhammad (Jz54E4{i>) over the intellect; that he abandons
Theological Speculation (kalam) and Greek Philosophy to
understand and explain the Religion, and that he submits to
the Prophetic narrations and to the understanding of the
early Salaf.

33. We hold that the ruler is to be obeyed, whether he

* Stirah Yanus: 26. Hadith collected by Muslim: The Book of Iman,
Chapter: Affirmation that the believers will see their Lord in the
Hereafter, no. 181.

* Al-Mutaffifeen; 15.
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is righteous or sinful. And that rebellion against the
tyrannical Muslim ruler is forbidden. The Prophet (dzs.E4i{)
said: “Hear and obey the ruler, when it is hard for you and
when it is easy for you, whether you are pleased or
displeased, and when others are given preference over
you, and even when they consume your wealth and beat

150

your back.

‘Adiyy Ibn Hatim (£e&is) that we said: “O Messenger of
Allah, we do not ask you regarding obedience to the ruler
who is pious and fears Allah, is good and rectifies. Rather,
we are asking about the ruler who does such-and-such and
such-and-such?” And he mentioned their evil traits.

So, the Prophet (155.&4{(z) replied: “Fear Allah! Listen to

the ruler and obey him.”*!

34. We hold that a man is obligated to be patient with
the tyrannical ruler just as the Prophet ({54 ) said:

“Whoever dislikes something from his ruler should be
patient, for whoever leaves the obedience of the ruler by

*® Tbn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah no. 1026 and Ibn Hibban in his Sahih
no. 4062 from ‘Ubadah Ibn Samit (£z4i). Graded sahih by Al-
Albani—see Dhilal Al-Jannah and At-Ta‘ligat Al-Hisan.

*! Tbn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah 2/508, At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir 17/101,

and authenticated by Al-Albani in Dhilal Al-Jannah.



even a handspan will die like those who used to die in the

times of pre-Islamic ignorance (Jahiliyyah).”*

Shaikh Al-Islam Tbn Taymiyyah (£i2;) said: “Being patient
with the tyranny of the rulers is a fundamental principle from

the fundamentals of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah.”**

35. We believe that it is forbidden to publicly rebuke
and criticise the Rulers as that is the way of the misguided
Khawarij. The Prophet (1z5.€4{(2) said: “Whosoever wishes
to advise the Ruler, let him not do so openly. Rather he should
take him by his hand and take him into seclusion [and advise
him]. So, if he accepts that from him, it is in his favour, and if
he does not accept, then at least he has fulfilled his duty.”*

36. We hold that those who rebel against the
tyrannical rulers are from the Khawarij and Mu‘tazilah—they
are Ahlul-Bid‘ah, not from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. Imam
Ahmad Tbn Hanbal ({4i5z) stated: “It is not permissible for
anyone among the people to fight the ruler, nor to rise up
against him. And whosoever does that is an innovator,
upon other than the Sunnah and upon other than the

°2 Al-Bukhari no. 7053.

** Majmu‘ Al-Fatawa 28/179.

** Authentically reported by Imam Ahmad in Al-Musnad no. 15359,
Ibn Abi ‘Asim in As-Sunnah, no. 1097 with Al-‘Allamah Al-Albani’s
checking.
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Straight Path.””

37. We do not declare any person to be an unbeliever
from those who face the Qiblah [in Prayer] due to a sin they
commit such as fornication, theft, gambling or drinking of
wine because that is the doctrine of the Khawarij who hold
that major sins remove a person from the fold of Islam. We
believe that the sinners are under the threat of Allah’s
punishment and under His Will. If He ({&25%) Wills, He shall
punish them, and if He Wills, He shall forgive them.

38. We hold that kufr (unbelief) is of two types: kufr
akbar and kufr asghar (major unbelief and minor unbelief).
Major unbelief exits a person from Islam and nullifies all of a
person’s good deeds, Allah does not forgive the person who
commits major unbelief unless he repents from it—and the
one who does not repent from it will enter the Fire eternally.
Major unbelief is worshipping other than Allah: supplicating
to the dead, calling on prophets, angels and saints to rescue
you from calamities, seeking their aid and assistance.
Likewise, it is idolatry (and unbelief) to seek to supplicate to
and call for help from trees, jinn, idols and the stars. All of
this is major unbelief and major polytheism (shirk akbar).
Other examples include reviling Allah and reviling the
Messenger (J5€4{>) or making fun of them.,

**  Ustlus-Sunnah of Imam Ahmad. See Sharh Ustlil-I‘tigad of Al-
Lalika’i 1/161.



As for minor unbelief, then it refers to the sins that do not
reach the level of major unbelief. The one who falls into
minor unbelief is sinful, and thus he is under the Will of Allah,
he does not leave the fold of Islam, his good deeds are not
nullified, and he does not remain in the Fire eternally.
Examples include reviling a person’s lineage, wailing over the
dead, murder, fornication, to judge by other than what Allah
has revealed and so on. These sins are minor unbelief.

39. Whoever holds these sins to be permissible (halal)
whilst not believing they are prohibited (haram), then such a
person is an unbeliever. Al-Imam ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn Baz (:4iiz5)
said: “The origin is not declaring him to be an unbeliever until
he makes that [sin] permissible (istihlal). He is a sinner and has
committed a major sin and is deserving of punishment. It

157

is kufr diina kufr’® until he makes the sin permissible.

‘Adiyy bin Hatim (&) said that he heard the Messenger of
Allah (Jsaee) rec1te this verse:

A0 55 o3 U5 133 adgicad 1,1
‘They took their Rabbis and thelr Priests as Lords besides
Allah...”®

° Meaning: Unbelief less than the unbelief that exits a person from
the Religion.

*” From the audio tape Ad-Dam‘at Al-Baziyah.

*® Surah At-Tawbah: 31.
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‘Adiyy said: “I said to the Prophet (J54E42): ‘We did not
used to worship them.’ So, he (Jz54E4{iz) said: ‘Did they not
make haram that which Allah had made halal so then you
made it haram? And would they not make halal that which
Allah had made haram and you likewise would make it
halal?’ So, I said, ‘We surely did.” So, he ({5.4{lw) said:

‘That was your worship of them.”””

40. We hold to the saying of Shaikh Al-Islam Tbn
Taymiyyah: “It was from the saying of the Salaf that ‘a person
can possess both faith and hypocrisy (iman and nifaq).
Likewise, their saying that ‘a person can possess both iman
and kufr’'—and this is not the kufr that exits a person from the
Religion just as Ibn ‘Abbas (&z4iz;) and his companions
regarding the saying of Allah (1&%52):

G55 B ATE L5 2 3 5
‘And whoever does not judge by what Allah has revealed, then
it is those who are the disbelievers.”” They said: ‘They
committed kufr with a kufr that does not exit them from
Islam.” And, in this understanding, they were followed by
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal and others among the great scholars of the

Sunnah.”®

** Ahmad and At-Tirmidhi who declared it to be hasan, and Al-Albani
graded it hasan in As-Silsilah as-Sahihah, no. 3293.

% Al-Ma’idah: 44.

' Majmu‘ Al-Fatawa 7/312.



41. We do not declare a Muslim ruler to be an
unbeliever if he judges by other than what Allah has revealed
unless he proclaims that to be halal just as Imam ‘Abdul-Aziz
Ibn Baz (i) stated: “If he judges by other than what Allah
has revealed making that permissible (haldl)—then he has
disbelieved [and exited Islam]. But when he does that to
please his people, or other than that, then it is kufr lesser than
[major] kufr that does not exit him from Islam.” This agrees
with the saying of Ibn ‘Abbas (&z4i;) mentioned in the
previous point.

42. We believe that this Ummah will divide into
sects, just as the Prophet (1&5.54{(2) said:
G i3s3 By O JE ol 55 ety 022 S H sl
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“By the One in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, my
nation will divide into seventy-three sects, one will be in
Paradise and seventy-two in Hell.” It was said: “O
Messenger of Allah, who are they?” He said: “The
Jama‘ah.”*

In the narration of ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr (&24i;), the Prophet
(dssadeifle) replied:

i

—r\

B e (S

-
jade U
A

% Tbn Majah, no. 3992, graded saheeh by Imam Al-Albani.
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“That which I am upon and my Companions.”

So, the Jama‘ah are the Sahabah and those who follow their
methodology and path, and they are united upon that. And
whoever opposes their methodology is misguided and has
split from the Jama‘ah.

43. We hold that not every claimant to the Sunnah and
Salafiyyah is true in his claim—rather, a person is judged
according to that which is apparent from him, despite his
claim. There are many who claim to be upon the Sunnah,
especially in this age, yet they oppose the fundamentals of the
Sunnah. So, no attention is paid to such claims.

44, We hold that the sinners among Ahlus-Sunnah are
better than the worshippers among Ahlul-Bid‘ah because
innovations are worse than sin. Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal
(died 241H) said: “The graves of the sinners of Ahlus-Sunnah
are gardens [of delight]. And the graves of the abstemious of
Ahlul-Bid‘ah are pits [of fire]. The sinners of Ahlus-

Sunnah are the friends of Allah , and the abstemious of Ahlul-
Bid‘ah are the enemies of Allah.”® So, their outward displays
of piety and abstinence do not benefit them whilst they

follow innovated beliefs.

45, Iman is speech and action; speech of the heart and
tongue, and action of the heart and limbs. Or you can say:

% At-Tirmidhi, no. 2641, graded hasan by Imam Al-Albani.
* Tabagat al-Hanabilah, 1/184.



Iman is speech, action and belief (i‘tigad). It increases with
obedience and decreases with disobedience. This is Iman with

Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah.

46. For the Murji'ah sect, Iman is merely belief in the
heart, and according to the Jahmiyyah, it is merely affirmation
of the existence of Allah (ma‘rifah), or only belief in the heart
(tasdeeq) in the view of the extreme Murji'ah. According
to Murji'at Al-Fugahd, iman is belief in the heart and speech
with the tongue. In their view, actions do not enter into the
definition of Iman. As for Ahlus-Sunnah, then the actions of
the heart and the actions of the limbs enter into the
definition of Iman after tasdeeq (belief in the heart). So, Iman
encompasses the creed (i‘tigad) and actions of the heart, such
as fear of Allah, and love for Him, hope in Him, desire for Him
and reliance upon Him. All of these are from the actions of
the heart and are from the essence of Iman—and Iman cannot
be established except with them, and it is not present except
with them. Likewise, the actions of the limbs, such as fasting,
prayer, zakat, jihad, and so on from the legislated religious
deeds to the extent that even removing an obstacle from the
path is from Iman. The Prophet (1&5.&4{2) said:
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“Iman has over seventy branches or over sixty branches,
the most virtuous of which is the testimony that none has
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the right to worship except Allah, and the least level of
Iman is the removal of something harmful from the path—

and modesty [too] is a branch of Iman.”*

Iman, according to Ahlus-Sunnah, increases with obedience,
and decreases with disobedience. It can rise until it reaches
the likes of mountains, and it can fall [in a Muslim] until it is

like the smallest grain of corn.

The Murji’ah believe that Iman does not increase or decrease
because Iman, according to them, is merely tasdeeq (belief in
the heart), so it cannot decrease. If it undergoes any decrease,
it is finished—and the person leaves the fold of Iman
altogether. Therefore, according to the Murji’ah, Iman cannot
decrease; it stays at one level and is not of varying levels. The
Iman of the most wicked, foul and wretched of sinners is the
same as the Prophets (812).¢), the truthful believers and the

angels! This is immense misguidance.*

47. We hold that demonstrations, street protests and
‘sit-ins” anywhere in the world are against the guidelines of
the Islamic Shari‘ah—they are innovations in the Religion.
They are not from the Sunnah and are not from the legislated
means for the rectification of the Ummah. Rather, they lead
to chaos and disorder in society; and are considered as acts of
rebellion against those in authority. There is not from the

® Muslim, no. 35.
% See Sharh Usoolus-Sunnah of Al-‘Allamah, Rabee® Ibn Hadi Al-
Madkhali (415z5), p. 73-74.



Sunnah, the Sahabah or the early Salaf any proof that permits
demonstrations, sit-ins and protests, even if they are

peaceful. Rather, they are imitation of the disbelievers.

48. We hold that there is no obedience to the creation
in disobedience to Allah, as has been reported from the
Prophet (A& i{e):

ik itais 3o e Y
“There is no obedience to the creation in disobedience to
Allah.”” And he (Jz. &) said:

Gy el 3 AR ) ik 3 A2 Y

“There is no obedience when commanded with sin.

Obedience is only in what is good.”*

49. We hold that if the Ruler commands the subjects to
disobey Allah, then the ruler is not to be obeyed in that, just
as the father who commands his children to disobey Allah,
then, he must not be obeyed in that. However, the duty of
overall obedience and allegiance to the Ruler must not be
removed; he is obeyed in that which is good and disobeyed
when he commands with sin. But he is not rebelled against

due to his sin.

50. We hold that the Muslim ruler is not to be rebelled

%7 Sharhus-Sunnah of Imam Al-Baghawi (no. 2455). Graded saheeh by
Al-‘Allamah Al-Albani; see Mishkat al-Masabih, no. 3696.
% Al-Bukhari, no. 7257.
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against if he commits an act of Kufr or Shirk unless the
insightful scholars declare him to be an unbeliever using the
principles of the Shari‘ah—and they see that the people have
the ability to remove and replace him with one who is better
than him—and that they know that his removal will not
involve bloodshed and killing that will lead to a greater evil
than leaving him in authority. So, if the outcome of rebellion
against a disbelieving ruler will lead to greater evil and harm,
then rebellion against him is prohibited. This is an affair well
known from the mighty principles of the Shari‘ah, as
explained by great scholars.

51. We hold that the blood of Muslim is forbidden to
spill. His blood, wealth, property and honour are inviolable.
The one who violates these rights is sinful and threatened
with the severe punishment of Allah.
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““Verily! Your blood, property and honor are sacred to one
another like the sanctity of this day of yours, in this

month of yours and in this city of yours.”*

53. We hold that a non-Muslim is not to be killed just
as a Muslim is not to be killed unjustly. Non-Muslims in the
Muslim lands are protected by covenants and agreements

¢ Al-Bukhari no. 67.



with the Muslim governments. The Prophet (1z5.£4{(>) said:
s e 38 o, O £ Bl 53 40 R LS 8
G sl
“Whoever kills a person who is granted the pledge of
protection by the Muslim authority shall not smell the

fragrance of Paradise though its fragrance can be smelled

at a distance of forty years of travel.””

54. We hold that modern-day terrorists and
insurgencies are wicked innovations of the Khawarij and
Shi‘ah sects who wish to create anarchy in the Muslim lands
through which they hope to gain authority.

55. We hold that acts of terrorism are in opposition to
the teachings of Islam, whether they are perpetrated in the
Muslim lands or in non-Muslim lands. There is no evidence
from the Qur’an and Sunnah, nor from the Righteous Salaf

that permit such mindless and indiscriminate acts of violence.

56. We hold that offensive Jihad is to be performed
only behind a Muslim ruler who holds the reins of power and
governance over his country and commands his army. It
is not from Jihad to set up terrorist cells and detonate
explosives amongst the people, whether that be in Muslim or
non-Muslim societies. Such people are not considered to
be Mujahideen in Islam, rather, they are major sinners upon

7® Al-Bukhari, no. 6914.
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the wicked beliefs and innovations of the Khawarij and Shi‘ah.

57. We hold that it is a form of Jihad for a Muslim
to defend his life, family and property from enemy attack and
in this situation, it is not necessary to seek the permission of
the ruler. That is because the nature of such acts of
aggression does not afford a person time to send a message to
the authorities. However, if the ruler of the country or those
appointed by him command him to cease fighting, he must

cease.

58. We hold that in times of crisis when calamities
strike the Muslims and when the question of Jihad arises, the
Muslims must refer back to the senior scholars of Salafiyyah
for fatawa, not to the younger, inexperienced shaikhs or
students of knowledge. Furthermore, the opinions and fatwas
of the people of innovation and desires are not given

consideration.

59. We believe that suicide attacks carried out by the
terrorists have no basis in the Islamic Law (Shari‘ah). There is
no evidence that the Prophet (Jz54€4{) sanctioned killing
oneself with one’s own hands. Rather, the texts show that
suicide is a major sin that leads a person to the Hellfire.

60. We hold it to be impermissible to target and attack
civilians (non-combatants), especially women and children
during any conflict. It is narrated by Ibn ‘Umar that a woman
was found killed in one of the battles, so the Messenger of



Allah (J55.84{e) forbade the killing of women and children.”

61. It is correct to fight the Khawarij terrorist
insurgents if they wreak havoc in the land. The authorities
should be aided in combatting them. Imam Muslim has a
chapter heading in his Saheeh: “Chapter: Exhortation to kill
the Khawarij.” The Prophet (5:54{(>) said regarding
them:
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“There will arise at the end of the time a people who will be
young in age, and foolish in thought; they will speak as if their
words are the best among people. They will recite the Qur’an,
but it will not go beyond their throats, and they will pass
through the religion just as an arrow goes through its prey.
So, when you meet them, kill them, for in their killing you
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will be rewarded by Allah on the Day of Judgement.

62. We hold that the People of the Book, the Jews and
Christians, have a special station in Islam due to what has
been revealed to them of scripture before the sending of the
Prophet Muhammad (Jz5.54{(2). Allah has permitted the

' Muslim, no. 1744.
7> Muslim, no. 1066.
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Muslims to eat their slaughtered meat and to marry their

chaste women:
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“Made lawful to you this day are all kinds of Halal foods,
which Allah has made lawful. The food (slaughtered meat) of
the people of the Book is lawful to you and yours is lawful to
them. Lawful to you in marriage are chaste women from the
believers and chaste women from those who were given the
scripture before you (Jews and Christians); once you have
given them the dowry; and that you desire chastity not

fornication; nor taking them as girlfriends.””

Alongside this, they remain disbelievers in Allah, His Book,
and His Messenger. So, they should be invited to Islam, and to
worship the one True Lord, the Lord of all the Prophets, and
He is Allah, the sole God (al-Illah) worthy of worship:

z
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” Surah Al-M2a’idah: 5.



“Say, ‘O People of the Book (Jews and Christians), come to
a word that is equitable between us and you: That we will
not worship except Allah, not associate anything with Him
in worship, and not take one another as lords instead of
Allah.’ But if they turn away, then say, ‘Bear witness that we
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are Muslims [submitting to Allah].

63. We hold that it is forbidden to transgress against
the rights of the non-Muslims, or to be unjust towards them,
for indeed Allah has forbidden injustice in every situation.

64. We believe that the sinful Muslims who
worshipped Allah alone will be removed from the Hellfire
after they are punished in it. And no Muwahhid (Monotheist)
Muslim will remain in Hell forever, even if he committed

many major sins.

65. We believe that mankind will stand before their
Lord on the Day of Resurrection. They will be barefoot, naked,
uncircumcised”, and the Sun will be drawn close to the
distance of a mile. Then the Messenger (J5.54{ie) will
intercede on behalf of the creation with his Lord for the

Judgement to begin. This intercession is specific to the

7 Surah Ali ‘Imran: 64.

75 The Messenger of Allah (dz54&4{(e) said, “The people will be
assembled barefoot, naked, and uncircumcised.” I said, “O
Messenger of Allah, will the men and women look at each

other?” The Prophet ({4£4{i2) said, “The matter will be too
serious for them to notice.” (Al-Bukhari no. 6075, Muslim no. 5107)

44 | abukhadeejah.com © 2025



The Salafi Da‘wah
Messenger Muhammad (Jz5E4{iz).”

66. We believe in the Balance of Scales (Mizdn) that will
set up on the Day of Resurrection, wherein the good and evil
deeds will be weighed, just as Allah stated:

®/};J_n_d\ ;M)ﬁg@w_eo_;\’/z’)g\j
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“And the weighing of deeds that Day will be the truth. So
those whose scales are heavy - it is they who will be the

/;,

successful. And those whose scales are light - they are the
ones who will lose themselves for what injustice they were

doing toward Our verses.””’

67. We believe in the Lake (Hawd) of the Prophet
(d55484{l2) on the Day of Resurrection. Its water is whiter
than milk and sweeter than honey. Its vessels are more

76 Shaikh Al-Islam Tbn Taymiyyah (i) said: “The first person for
whom the gate of Paradise will be opened is Muhammad
(daed) and the first nation to enter Jannah will be his nation.
And he (Jz5464{(e) will have three intercessions (shafa‘ahs) on the
Day of Resurrection. The first intercession: He (Jzs.eiie) will
intercede for the people waiting at the place of assembly for the
judgement to commence after their request for intercession is
declined by the Prophets Adam, NGh, Ibrahim, Miisa and ‘Isa Ibn
Maryam (SEl.¢€)...” (Al-Wasitiyyah, see Al-Fatawd, 3/147-148)

77 Surah Al-A‘raf: 8-9.



numerous than the stars in the sky. Whoever drinks from it
will never be thirsty again.” This is for the Ummah of
Muhammad (Jz54E4{(2), and every Prophet will have his
Hawd. This Ummah will race towards the Hawd of the
Messenger (J54€4{>) and Ahlul-Bid‘ah will be pushed

back due to what they innovated into the Religion such as the
Khawarij, the Shi‘ah, the Jahmiyyah, the Mu‘tazilah, the Sufis
and the Asha‘irah.

68. We believe that Hellfire and Paradise have already
been created and in existence, and they will never cease to be
in existence. This belief is opposed by the Mu‘tazilah sect.”

69. We believe in the appearance of the Mahdi from
the progeny of the Messenger Muhammad (J5.55{i).” He

’® <Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr Ibn Al-‘As (&z4iz;) narrated that Allah’s
Messenger (5. fe4fle) said, “My Lake (Hawd) is as wide as a
month’s journey, and all of its sides are equal. Its water is whiter
than silver, its odour more fragrant than musk, its vessels are as the
number of stars in the sky, and whoever drinks from it will never
feel thirsty again.” (Muslim, no. 2292, 2293)

7 Abu Hatim and Abu Zur‘ah stated in Al-‘Ageedah Ar-Raziyayn (no.
12): “Paradise and Hellfire are real and true. Both have been created
and will never perish.”

% The Prophet (4 &i{iz) said: “The Mahdi will be from my
offspring and will have a broad forehead and a prominent nose. He
will fill the earth will equity and justice as it was filled with
oppression and tyranny, and he will rule for seven years.” (Abu
Dawud, no. 4285, graded hasan by Shaikh Al-Albani)
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will rule over the Muslims before the appearance of the Dajjal
(the Anti-Christ) and the descent of ‘Isa ibn Maryam (Jesus)

70. We believe in the appearance of the Dajjal (the
Anti-Christ) after the Muslims conquer Constantinople. He is
a human, the one-eyed liar, who will call the people to
worship him. He will be given powers [from Allah] with which
he will deceive the people and call them to obey and worship
him. He is a great tribulation upon mankind and will wreak
havoc for forty days: the first day will last a year, the second
will last a month, the third will last a week, and the remaining
thirty-seven days will be normal. He is from the signs of the
Hour. All the Prophets of Allah warned against him and the
Prophet Muhammad (J5:54{l) commanded the believers to
seek refuge from him and not to approach him when he

appears.”'

71. We believe in the descent of ‘Isa ibn Maryam
(3&iake). He will descend, with his hands placed on the wings
of two Angels, to the white minaret in the east of Damascus

8 Allah’s Messenger (Js4E4{(z) stated: “There will not be any
tribulation on earth since the time Allah created the offspring of
Adam that will be greater than the tribulation of the Dajjal. Allah
has not sent any Prophet, except that he would warn his nation
about the Dajjal. I am the Last of the Prophets, and you are the last
of the nations. He will undoubtedly appear among you.” (Reported
by Ibn Majah)



whilst the Mahdi is leading the Muslims in prayer. He will kill
the Dajjal and rule the earth with justice and peace. When he
dies, the Muslims will pray the funeral (Janazah) prayer for
him.* 1t is during the life of “Isa (i) that Gog and Magog
will emerge and wreak havoc. Isa (i) and believers will
supplicate to Allah and He will destroy them and cleanse the
Earth.”

82 The Prophet (44E4{(2) said, “While they are in that state, Allah
will send Jesus son of Mary, who will come down at the white
minaret in the east of Damascus, wearing two dyed garments,
resting his hands on the wings of two angels. When he lowers his
head, beads of perspiration will fall from it [as pearls]. Every
unbeliever to whom the breath of Jesus reaches will die, and his
breath will reach as far as his eye can see. He will set out and catch
up with the Masih Ad-Dajjal at the gate of Ludd and will kill him.
The Prophet of Allah, Jesus will come to some people whom Allah
has protected, and he will wipe their faces and tell them of their
status in Paradise.” (Ibn Majah, no. 4075, saheeh) And Abu Hurairah
stated that the Prophet (J5.4(>) said, “The Hour will not begin
until Jesus the son of Mary comes down as a just judge and a just
ruler. He will break the cross, kill the swine and abolish the Jizyah,
and wealth will become so abundant that no one will accept it.”
(Ibn Majah, 4078)

 The Messenger of Allah (Jz5&i{ie) said: “The tribes of Gog and
Magog will be set free, and they will emerge as Allah says, ‘And
they will come swooping down from every mound.’ [Al-
Aniya’:96] They will spread throughout the earth, and the Muslims
will flee from them until the remainder of the Muslims seek refuge
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72. We believe that the doors of repentance are open
for a person so long as the soul is not removed from his body
and the Sun has not risen from the West (as that is from the
Major Signs of the Last Hour).

73. We believe that Muhammad (Jz5.€5{(2) is the final
Messenger, after whom there is no new Messenger and no
new revelation. ‘Isa Ibn Maryam (32)i<) will judge by the

Qur’an and Sunnah upon his return.

74. We reject the false interpretations and distortions
of the Attributes of Allah of the Ash‘aries and Matureedies
who falsely claim that they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah.
They are innovators among the misguided sects, from the
offshoots of the Jahmiyyah who negate the Attributes of Allah

through rejection and false interpretation.

in their cities and fortresses, taking their flocks with them. Ya’jooj
and Ma’jooj will pass by a river and drink from it until they leave
nothing behind, and the last of them will follow in their footsteps
and one of them will say, ‘There was once water in this place.’ They
will prevail over the earth, then their leader will say, ‘These are the
people of the earth, and we have finished them off. Now, let us fight
the people of heaven!” Then one of them will throw his spear
towards the sky, and it will come back down smeared with blood.
And they will say, ‘We have now killed the people of heaven.” While
they are in that state, Allah will send a worm like a worm that is
found in the noses of sheep, which will penetrate their necks and
they will die like locusts, one on top of the other...” (Ibn Majah, no.
4079)



75. We reject the hizbiyyah (partisanship) of the
modern-day sects who have created further division in the
ranks of the Muslims, each party seeks allegiance to itself in
contradiction to the Book and Sunnah and the methodology
of the Salaf. Indeed, it is a must to warn against these groups
such as Jama‘at At-Tableegh (founded in India in the 1920s), Al-
Ikhwan Al-Muslimoon (founded in Egypt in the 1920s), Hizbut-
Tahreer (founded in the 1950s), Jamat-e-Islami of Al-Maududi,
and the other sects of recent times. These sects are no
different from the sects of old in their misguidance. They are
Ahlul-Bid‘ah, and it is prohibited by the Shari‘ah to join them
or to aid them in their da‘wah activities, due to the saying of
the Prophet (As.i{):

)3 55 5md Sl Jo 525 O 5 G Gl il Jee
“‘Separate yourself from all these sects, even if you have
to bite the roots of a tree until death comes to you while

you are in this state.””™

76. We reject the bigotry and fanaticism which is
labelled as Tagleed by the blind-followers of the four well-
known Madhhabs. The noble Imams such as Abu Haneefah (d.
150 AH), Malik Ibn Anas (d. 179 AH), Muhammad Ibn Idrees
Ash-Shafi‘ (d. 204 AH)) and Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241 AH) did
not intend or command that the Sunnah be abandoned in

8 Muslim, no. 1847.
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favour of their opinions or Madhhabs.

The blind following Madhhabs are used as a means to conceal
numerous deviations that the founding Imams were

never upon. Many adherents of these Madhhabs engage in
grave worship, seeking aid from the inhabitants of the graves,
celebration of the Prophet’s Birthday and they follow

the Ash‘ari or Matureedi creed. All of this opposes the Book
and Sunnah, and the united Madhhab of the early Salaf
(including the Four Imams) in creed and methodology.

77. We call to honouring and respecting the scholars
of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, Ahlul-Hadith and Salafiyyah. Love
of them is a distinguishing sign of Ahlus-Sunnah, and hatred of
them is a distinguishing sign of Ahlul-Bid‘ah.

Al-Imam Abu Hatim Ar-Razi (d. 277 H £i3%5) stated:

A b s Bl o 3 gl ddle;
“The distinguishing sign of the people of innovation (Ahlul-
Bid‘a) is that they revile the People of Narrations: Ahlul-
Athar.”®

If a Scholar of Sunnah and Hadith errs in his ijtihad, he attains
one reward, and if he is correct, he attains two rewards. And
we do not give precedence in understanding to the later
scholars over the knowledge and understanding of the early

* Reported by Al-Lalika’1 in Sharhu Usool I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-
Jama‘ah, 1/179, 180, 181.



generations.

78. We do not venerate or praise the heads of
innovation. They are not to be referred to as scholars such as
the Khawarij, the Mu‘tazilah, the Sufi grave-worshippers, the
Ash‘aris and so on. We warn against them, and we do not
mention their good deeds. To mention their good, along with
their innovations , with the claim of establishing justice for
them is the innovation of al-Muwazanah. The Prophet
(ds484fle) did not ever praise Ahlul-Bid‘ah, the sects of
misguidance, nor their good deeds nor did he extol them—nor
did his Companions.

79.1f a scholar known for Sunnah and Salafiyyah errs,
his error is corrected, and his honour is preserved. If his
views oppose the foundational principles of the Religion and
the ‘ageedah, then those with knowledge correct his errors,
write to him and advise him. If he stubbornly persists with his
innovation, they declare him an opposer and warn against
him.

80. Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (35ii%5) said: “And we do
not testify for anyone from the People of Qiblah (i.e., the
Muslims) due to a deed they perform that they are in Paradise
or Hell. Instead, we hope for the righteous one and we fear for
him. And we fear for the sinful evildoer, and we hope in
Allah’s Mercy for him.” Shaikh Ahmad An-Najmi (5&z5)
commented on this statement said, “However, we make the
judgement of unbelief (kufr) for the one upon whom it is
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obligated because he had committed an act that caused him
to apostate from the Religion. As for the Muslim who falls into
a major sin that does not exit him from Islam, then his affair
is left to Allah. If He Wills, He will forgive him and if He Wills,
He will punish Him [for a while], and the Prophet (Jz5.&4{i>)
himself said, ‘I don’t know, by Allah, what will be done with

me, and I am Allah’s Messenger.””®

81. We believe that the pious believers (the ‘Awliya of
Allah) are not deserving of anything from the rights of
worship. One may not seek from the deceased anything, for
they themselves are in need of the supplications of the living
and in need of the Mercy of Allah.

82. Anyone who requests from the deceased help,
intercession, assistance, rescue, increase in sustenance,

repelling of harm and so on has committed shirk (polytheism).

83. To request from a pious believer who is alive that
he supplicate to Allah for one who is in need is permissible
and legislated. The Companions would ask the Prophet
(dssadeifle) to supplicate for them whilst he was alive, but
they did not ever seek his supplication after his death.

84. We believe that the wives of the Prophet
(dssae4fle) are the mothers of the believers, they are pure
and pious, and every Muslim is obligated to love them as our

8 Al-Bukhari, no. 3929. See Usiilus-Sunnah of Imam Ahmad from Al-
Jami¢lish-Shurih, p. 118



mothers:
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“The Prophet is closer to the believers than their own

selves and his wives are their mothers.”"

85. We remain silent concerning whatever tribulation
occurred between the Companions after the death of Allah’s
Messenger (Jz5.€4{>) since they were Mujtahidoon (people of
knowledge who strived to attain the truth). Whoever was
correct amongst them is rewarded with two rewards and
whoever was mistaken is rewarded with one reward. The
Prophet (1&.4{le) said:
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“Do not revile my Companions! Do not revile my
Companions. By Him in Whose Hand is my soul, if one of
you spent as much gold as the size of Mount Uhud it would

not amount to one handful of any one of them nor even a

half of handful.”®

86. We hold it that it is not permitted to ascribe to the
Companions that they are innovators or sinners, Whoever
does so has opposed the Messenger of Allah (J15.&5{(%) in his

saying:

8 Surah Al-Ahzab: 6.
8 Muslim, no. 2540.
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“When my Companions are mentioned, withhold. When

the stars are mentioned, withhold. When the pre-Decree is
mentioned, withhold.”*

Those who ascribe deviation to the Companions are astray
and among Ahlul-Bid<ah.

87. We hold that it is permitted to warn against the
innovators by name, and that is not considered blameworthy
backbiting by the consensus of Ahlus-Sunnah and Ahlul-Hadith.
We see that the books of the Scholars of the Salaf of
this Ummah contain plentiful rebuke against the people of
misguidance, the weak narrators and the fabricators
of Hadith by name.

88. We hold that it is forbidden to revile and rebuke
the tyrannical ruler, but it is permitted to rebuke and warn
against the callers to innovation and misguidance. Za’idah Ibn
Qudamah said: I asked Mansoor Ibn Mu’tamir, “Can I revile
the ruler whilst I am fasting?” He replied, “No.” I then asked,
“Then can I revile the People of Desires and Innovation?” He
replied, “Yes.” The Messenger (J=4k4(=) severely rebuked
the Khawarij, the Qadariyyah and Grave Worshippers, but he
did not permit publicly rebuking or reviling the Rulers. Ibn

¥ Al-MuSam al-Kabir of At-Tabarani, no. 10448, graded saheeh by Al-
Albani in Saheeh al-Jami‘ no. 545.



‘Abbas narrated that the Prophet (Jz54 &) said:
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“The chief of the martyrs on the Day of Resurrection will be
Hamzah Ibn ‘Abdul-Muttalib, and then a man who stands in
the presence of the tyrant ruler and prohibits him from evil
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and commands him with what is correct, for which he is

killed.”

89. We believe that this Ummah will be rectified by way
of Purification and Cultivation: at-Tasfiyah wat-Tarbiyah as
exaplained by the Imam and Muhaddith, Muhammad Nasir ad-
Deen Al-Albani (:4i4z5). Purification from false and foreign
beliefs and practices that have crept into the Religion over
the centuries. Cultivation of the next generation upon the
sound Belief, Methodology and practice of the Religion based
upon the Qur’an, authentic Sunnah and the understanding of
the Sahabah (#24is). The rectification of the Ummah is not
possible except upon this basis, just as Imam Malik Ibn Anas
(d. 179 5i%5) said:
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" Al-Mu$am al-Kabir of At-Tabarani, no. 4079, graded saheeh by Al-
Albani in Saheeh al-Jami‘ no. 3676.
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“The latter part of this Ummah will never be rectified
except by that which rectified its first part. So, whatever

was not religion that day cannot be religion today.”"

And all praise is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. May the
praise of Allah, His blessings and salutations be upon our
noble Messenger, Muhammad, and upon his family, his

Companions and his true followers.

By the servant of Allah, Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-wahid.
Completed: 23™ September 2025CE / 30" Rabee“ Al-Awwal
1447AH.

°! This narration is established from Imam Malik. Qadi Iyad cited it
in Ash-Shifa (2/87-88). Ibn Taymiyyah stated in Majmi‘ Al-

Fatawa (1/353, 27/118) that it is established from Malik. Shatibi
cited it also in Al-Itisam (1/111) with a slightly different wording.



