FORTY HADITH IN CLARIFICATION OF THE MADHHAB OF THE
SALAF—THAT IS THE MADHHAB OF AHLUL-HADITH

By Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-Wahid Alam

7. The Aided and Victorious Group until the Last
Day: Ahlus-Sunnah, Ahlul-Hadeeth, Ahlul-Athar

Mu‘awiyah (£egis) said: I heard Allah’s Messenger (Jzs.&2ifie) say:
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“There shall not cease to remain in my Ummah a group obedient to the
commands of Allah. They are not harmed by those who forsake them,
nor by those who oppose them until there comes to them the decree of
Allah (the Last Day) while they are in that state.”*

In a narration from ‘Amr Ibn Shu‘ayb from his father who said: Mu‘awiyah
stood to deliver a Khutbah, and he said:
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“Where are your scholars? Where are you scholars? I heard Allah’s
Messenger (Jz5:54f(2) say: “The Hour will not be established except that
there will remain a group from my Ummah who are apparent among the

people—they do not care who forsakes them or who supports them.””

** Al-Bukhari, no. 3641.
> Ibn Majah, no. 9, graded saheeh by Imam Al-Albani.
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Explanation:

The Righteous Salaf of this Ummah described this Aided Group (at-Ta@’ifah al-
Mansoorah) and repeated their mention in numerous sayings. Al-Imam
‘Abdullah Ibn al-Mubarak (5:z) said:
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“According to me, they are the People of Hadeeth.”® At-Tirmidhi said after
narrating this hadeeth in his Jami%
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“Muhammad Ibn Isma‘eel Al-Bukhari said that ‘Ali Ibn Al-Madeent said: They
are Ahlul-Hadeeth.” Al-Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal ({44%5) said:
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“If this Aided Group is not the Companions of Hadeeth, then I know not who
they are!”” Commenting on these words, Al-imam Abu ‘Abdillah Al-Hakim
An-Naysaboori (d. 405 H £iz;) stated: “Verily, Ahmad Ibn Hanbal has done
well in explanation of this report, that the Aided Group from whom treachery
has been lifted until the establishment of the Hour, are the People of
Hadeeth—and who can be more deserving of this description than a people
who traverse the path of the righteous, follow the narrations of the Salaf
who preceded and repel the people of innovation and the opposers with the
Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger (JzsATiesafedifie).”*® Al-Qadi ‘Tyad (d. 544 H iz
said: “Ahmad intended Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah and whoever follows the

*¢ Reported by Khateeb al-Baghdadi in Sharaf As’habil-Hadeeth.
*7 See Ma‘rifah ‘Uloom al-Hadeeth of Al-Hakim, p. 3.

*® Ma‘rifah ‘Uloom al-Hadeeth of Al-Hakim, p. 30.
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madhhab of Ahlul-Hadeeth.” For this reason Shaikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah
stated in the beginning of Al-‘Ageedatul-Wasitiyyah:
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“What follows is the Creed of the Saved and Aided Sect until the
establishment of the Hour, Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah.” And he stated at the
end of this ‘Ageedah:
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“They, Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah are the Aided Group about whom the
Prophet (J5454((>) said: ‘There shall not cease to remain in my Ummah a

group that is Aided upon Truth, not harmed by those who oppose them,
nor by those who betray them until the Hour is established.””

Al-Imam Abu Hatim Ar-Razi (d. 277 H 214%) stated:
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“Our Madhhab and what we have chosen is to follow Allah’s Messenger
(dsadiie), his Companions and the Tabi‘een, and to hold fast to the
Madhhab of Ahlul-Athar (the People of Narrations) such as Abu ‘Abdillah
Ahmad Ibn Hanbal.” He also said:
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%° See Sharh Saheeh Muslim of An-Nawawi, Kitab al-Imdrah, 13/67.
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“The distinguishing sign of the people of innovation (Ahlul-Bid‘a) is that they
revile Ahlul-Athar. The distinguishing sign of the heretics (zanadigah) is that
they label Ahlus-Sunnah as ‘the worthless ones’—and they seek to invalidate

the Narrations.”®

So, Al-Imam Abu Hatim Ar-Razi equates Ahlul-Athar with Ahlus-Sunnah, i.e.,
that they are the same people, and they are Ahlul-Hadeeth.

% Reported by Al-Lalika’i in Sharhu Usool I'tiqad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, 1/179, 180,
181.
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