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Chapter 7:  
ُهاوسِ ام كِرَْتو ِهِّكُ م1ِسلا ف لِوخُّلا بِوجوُ بُاب  

The Obligation of Entering into Islam 
Completely and to Abandon Other Than It 

Shaikhul-Islām Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhāb () said that Allāh, 
the Most High, said: 

أ اَي
َ
 ةًَّفكَ مِْلسِّلا فِ اوُلخُدْا اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي

“O you who believe, enter Islam completely.”1  

And He () said: 

أ
َ
أ نَومُعُزَْي نَيَِّلا Bَِإ رََت مَْل

َ
أ امَِب اونُمَآ مْهَُّن

ُ
أ امَوَ كَْلَِإ لَِزْن

ُ
 كَِلْبقَ نْمِ لَِزْن

“Have you not seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in 
that which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down 
before you…”2 

And His () saying: 

  ءٍشَْ فِ مْهُْنمِ تَسَْلً اعيَشِ اوُنكَوَ مْهُنَيِد اوُقَّرَف نَيَِّلا َّنِإ
“Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you O 
Prophet have no concern in them in the least.”3 

Ibn ʿAbbās () said regarding the statement of the Most High: 

 ٌهوجُوُ ُّدوَسَْتوٌَ هوجُوُ ُّضيَْبَت مَوَْي

 
1 Al-Baqarah: 208. 
2 An-Nisā’: 60. 
3 Al-Anʿām: 159. 
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 “On the Day when faces will be whitened and faces will be 
blackened.”4 —‘The faces of Ahlus-Sunnah and those united upon the 
truth will be bright, while the faces of the people of innovation and 
splitting (ahlul-Bidʿah wal-Ikhtilāf) will be blackened.’5 

From ʿAbdullāh ibn ʿAmr () who said: The Messenger of Allāh 
() said: 

أَلَ
ْ
أ bََ َّيَِت

ُ
أ امَ تَِّم

َ
 مْهُْنمِ نَكَ نِْإ َّتحَ لِعَّْلاِب لِعَّْلا وَذْحَ لَيِئاسَِْإ نَِب bََ تَ

أ نْمَ
َ

أ تَ
ُ
أ فِ نَكََل ةًيَِنoَعَ هَُّم

ُ
 bََ تَْقَّرفَتَ لَيِئاسَِْإ نَِب َّنu كَِلذَ عُنَصَْي نْمَ تَِّم

أ قُِتَفْتَوَ ةًَّلمِ يَِعْبسَوَ يِْتَْنِث
ُ
 ةًَّلمِ َِّ�إِ راَّلا فِ مْهُُّكُ ةًَّلمِ يَِعْبسَوَ ثoٍََث bََ تَِّم

أ امَ لَاَقِ َّ�ا لَوسُرَ اَي هَِ نْمَوَ اوُلاَقً ةدَحِاوَ
َ
أوَِ هْيَلعَ اَن

َ
  بِاحَصْ

“There will come upon my Ummah the very same as that which 
came upon the Children of Israel just as one sandal resembles the 
other—to the point that if there was among them one who 
fornicated with his own mother openly, then there will be in my 
Ummah one who will do the same! Indeed, the Children of Israel 
split into seventy-two sects, and this Ummah will split into 
seventy-three sects—all of them in the Fire except for one.” They 
asked him: “Which is that one sect, O Messenger?” He responded: 
“That which I and my Companions are upon.” Reported by at-
Tirmidhī.6 

So let the believer who hopes to meet Allāh, ponder over the words of 
the truthful and believed Messenger () in this Hadīth, and 

 
4 Āli ʿImrān: 106. 
5 See Tafsīr Ibn Kathīr of the āyah in Āli ʿImrān, (2/92), Dār Tayyibah print. 
6 Jāmiʿ at-Tirmidhī (no. 2641), graded hasan (good) by al-Albānī. The Hadīth 
of the Ummah splitting into 73 sects has been narrated by no less than 13 
Companions ().  
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particular his () saying: “That which I and my Companions 
are upon.” What an admonition this is—if only it were met by hearts 
that possess life! 

At-Tirmidhī also reported this Hadīth from Abu Hurairah ()7 
grading it as sahīh, though it does not mention the Fire—however, it is 
mentioned in the Hadīth of Muʿāwiyah () collected by Imām 
Ahmad. Abu Dāwūd also reported it, but with the wording:  

uأ نْمِ جُرُخْيَسَ هَُّن
ُ
أ تَِّم

َ
لا كَْلِت مْهِِب ىرَاَتَ مٌاوَْق

َ
 بُْكَْلا ىرَاجَتَيَ امَكَ ءُاوَهْ

 هَُلخَدَ َِّ�إ لٌصِفْمَ َ�وَ قٌرْعِ هُْنمِ قَْبيَ َ�ِ هِبحِاصَِب
“There will appear in my Ummah people who will be dominated by 
desires that will spread through them just like rabies spreads 
through its victim. There remains not a vein nor a joint except that 
it penetrates it.”8 

And there has already preceded the saying of the Prophet (): 

أ
َ
  ةًَّيِلِهاجَ ةًَّنسُ مoَِسْلِْا فِ غٍتَْبمُوَ…	ةٌَثoََثِ َّ�ا Bَِإ سِاَّلا ضُغَبْ

“The most hated of people to Allah are three… the one who wants 
that the practices of Jāhiliyyah9 to remain in Islam.”10 

 
7 Graded hasan-sahih by Shaikh al-Albānī. 
8 Imām Ahmad in al-Musnad (4/102), Abu Dāwūd (no. 4597)—graded hasan 
by Shaikh al-Albānī. 
9 i.e. These are the practices from pre-Islamic ignorance that Islam 
abolished such as idolatry, superstition, racism, deviation, perversion, sin, 
oppression and immorality. 
10 Al-Bukhārī (no. 6882). The Hadīth in full: “The most hated of people to 
Allah are three: The one who deviates (or sins) in the Haram [of 
Makkah]; the one who wants that the practices of Jāhiliyyah10 to 
remain in Islam; the one who seeks to spill the blood of another 
without any right.” 
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Commentary: Al-Imām Ibn Bāz () 
So, this is what is obligatory, that a person enters Islam completely 
and not just parts of it. Allah, the Most High, stated: 

أ اَي
َ
 ةًَّفكَ مِْلسِّلا فِ اوُلخُدْا اونُمَآ نَيَِّلا اهَُّي

“O you who believe, enter Islam completely.”11 And He () 
stated: 

  ءٍشَْ فِ مْهُْنمِ تَسَْلً اعيَشِ اوُنكَوَ مْهُنَيِد اوُقَّرَف نَيَِّلا َّنِإ
“Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, 
you [O Prophet] have nothing to do with them in the least.”12 And 
He () stated: 

أ نَودُيِريُوَ ِۦهِلسُرُوَِ َّ�ٱِب نَورُفُكَْي نَيَِّلٱ َّنِإ
َ

 نَوُلوقُيَوَ ِۦهِلسُرُوَِ َّ�ٱ يََْب اوُقِرّفَيُ ن
أ نَودُيِريُوَ ضٍۢعْبَِب رُفُكَْنوَ ضٍۢعْبَِب نُمِؤُْن

َ
أ ¤ oًيِبسَ كَِلٰذَ يََْب اوذُخَِّتيَ ن

ُ
 كَِئٰٓـَلو

أوَ ۚ اًّقحَ نَورُِفـٰكَْلٱ مُهُ
َ

 » انًيهُِّم اًباذَعَ نَيِرِفـٰكَْلِل اَندْتَعْ
“Indeed, those who disbelieve in Allāh and His messengers and 
wish to make distinction between Allāh and His messengers and 
say, ‘We believe in some and disbelieve in others,’ and wish to 
adopt a way in between. Such are the disbelievers, truly. And We 
have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating punishment.”13 

Therefore, it is a must that a person enters completely into Islam—that 
a Muslim clings to every aspect of the Religion: Prayer, Zakāt, Fasting, 
Hajj, Jihād, and so on. It should never be said: ‘I will pray but I will not 
pay Zakāt.’ Or ‘I will pay Zakāt but not fast.’ This is not allowed, rather, 

 
11 Al-Baqarah: 208. 
12 Al-Anʿām: 159. 
13 An-Nisāʾ: 150-151. 
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all of Islam is to be practised. 

Furthermore, a person is to hold fast to the truth and remain steadfast 
upon what the Sahābah and those who followed them were upon due 
to the saying of the Prophet (): 

أ قُِتَفْتَوَ
ُ
 ِراَّلا فِ مْهُُّكُ ةًَّلمِ يَِعْبسَوَ ثoٍََث bََ تَِّم

“My Ummah will split into 73 sects—all of them are in that Fire.” 
Therefore, the Muslim should beware of the speech of ahlul-Bidʿah wal-
Furqah wal-Ikhtilāf (the people of innovation, splitting and differing). 
The 72 sects are in the Fire—and they include the opposer, the 
innovator and the wicked sinner.14 As for ahlus-Sunnah, they are the 
ones who proceed upon the Manhaj of the Sahābah, and they are 
steadfast upon the Religion—for them is Paradise and honour. As for 
the rest of the sects, then among them you will find the unbeliever, the 
innovator, and the opposer of the Sharīʿah because they do not cling to 
the Truth.  

It is obligatory upon the Muslims to beware of innovating in the 
Religion and following the ways of jāhiliyyah. Rather, it is upon the 
Muslims to cling to Islam, that which the Prophet came with 
()—and that they cooperate with one another upon 
righteousness and piety. Allah () said: 

 ۚ نِٰوَدْعُْلٱوَ مِْثلِْٱ bََ اوُنوَاعَتَ َ�وَ ۖ ىٰوَقَّْلٱوَِ بِّْلٱ bََ اوُنوَاعَتَوَت
“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in 
sin and aggression.”15 And He () said: 

 
14 The 72 misguided sects are Muslims are threatened with Fire. Those 
Muslims that enter the Fire due to their deviation and sins will eventually 
be taken out and placed in Paradise after being punished.  
15 Al-Māʾidah: 2. 
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 ( صِْعَْلٱوَ
 8 سٍْخُ فَِل نَـٰسَنلِْٱ َّنِإ
 Pِ بَّْصلٱِب اوْصَاوََتوَ قِّلَْٱِب اوْصَاوََتوَ تِـٰحَِلـَّٰصلٱ اوُلمِعَوَ اونُمَاءَ نَيَِّلٱ 9َِّإ

“By time; Indeed, mankind is in loss; Except for those who have 
believed and done righteous deeds and advised each other to truth 
and advised each other to patience.”16  

_______________ 

That which splits the Ummah is when one person brings his opinion, 
and another bring his opinion; views that are not founded in the Texts 
but from desires, false doctrines and idle thoughts—this is not 
permissible. This is from the ways of jāhiliyyah—so, we ask Allah for 
wellbeing. 

Additional Notes17 
Allah () warned the Muslims against splitting, and from 
that is His saying: 

 امَِب بٍزْحِ ُّكُ ۖ اعًيَشِ اوُنكَوَ مْهُنَيِد اوُقَّرَف نَيَِّلٱ نَمِ ² يَِكشِْمُْلٱ نَمِ اوُنوكَُت َ�وَ
 ¶ نَوحُِرَف مْهِْيلََ

“And do not be like the pagans; those who split up their religion 
and became sects, each sect rejoicing in that which is with it.”18 

Imām al-Baghawī () said: “They are the people of bidʿah and 
desires.” And Ibn al-Mubārak () said: “The people of Truth do 
not differ among themselves.”  

 
16 Surah al-ʿAsr. 
17 By Abu Khadeejah ʿAbdul-Wāhid. 
18 Ar-Rūm: 31-32 
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Al-Hāfidh Ibn Rajab Al-Hanbalī (d. 795 H ) stated: “As for the 
trials of the misguided doubts and desires, then they are the cause 
of the division of the Muslims. They split into factions, some of 
them accusing others of disbelief—so, they became enemies, sects 
and parties after they were once brothers, when their hearts were 
as if of one man. And none is saved from these sects except the one 
Saved Sect; and they are mentioned in the saying of the Prophet 
():  

أ نْمِ ةٌفَِئاطَ لُازََت َ�
ُ
أَي َّتحَ مْهَُلذَخَ نْمَ مْهُُّضَُي َ� قِّلَْا bََ نَيِرِهاظَ تَِّم

ْ
أ تَِ
َ
 رُمْ

 كَِلذَكَ مْهُوَِ َّ�ا
‘There shall not cease to remain a group from my Ummah 
manifest upon the truth. They are no harmed by those who 
betray them nor by those who oppose them until the decree of 
Allah comes and they are manifest upon that.’19”20 

So, the Messenger of Allāh () described the Saved Sect, 
and gave them the title of al-Jamāʿah. ʿAwf Ibn Mālik () 
narrated that Allah’s Messenger () said:  

ِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَِ ةَّنلَْا فٌِ ةدَحِاوََف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ ىدَحِْإ bََ دُوهَُلْا تَِقتََْفا
 فٌِ ةدَحِاوَوَِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَ ىدَحِْإَف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ يِْتَْنِث bََ ىرَاصََّلا تَِقتََْفاوَ
أ َّنقَِتَفَْلَِ هدِيَِب دٍَّممَُ سُفْنَ يَِّلاوَِ ةَّنلَْا

ُ
 فٌِ ةدَحِاوََف ةًَقرِْف يَِعْبسَوَ ثoٍََث bََ تَِّم

 	ةُعَامَلَْا لَاَق مْهُ نْمَِ َّ�ا لَوسُرَ اَي لَيِقِ راَّلا فِ نَوعُْبسَوَ نِاتَْنِثوَِ ةَّنلَْا
“The Jews split into seventy-one sects, one will be in Paradise 
and seventy in Hell. The Christians split into seventy-two sects, 

 
19 Muslim (no. 1920). 
20 Kashul-Kurbah fi Wasfi Hāli Ahlul-Ghurbah (pp. 23-29). 
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seventy-one will be in Hell and one in Paradise. I swear by the 
One in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, my nation will 
split into seventy-three sects, one will be in Paradise and 
seventy-two in Hell.” It was said: “O Messenger of Allah, who are 
they?” He said: “The Jamāʿah.”21 

The Jamāʿah, therefore are the Sahābah and those who follow their 
methodology and their path, and they are united upon that. And 
whoever opposes their methodology is misguided and has split 
from the Jamāʿah, regardless of what they claim to be!  

Imām Abu Muhammad Hasan Ibn ʿAlī al-Barbahārī ( d. 329 H) 
stated in his treatise, Sharhus-Sunnah: 

لْاوَ
َ
أ مْهُ ةُعَامَلَْاِ هْيَلعَ نَْبتُ يَِّلا سُاسَ

َ
 مََّلسَوَِ هْيَلعَ ُ�ا َّلصَ دٍَّممَُ بُاحَصْ

أ ُ�ا مُهُحَِرَوَ
َ

أ مْهُوَ يَِعجَْ
َ
أَي مَْل نْمَفَِ ةعَامَلَْاوَِ ةَّنُّسلا لُهْ

ْ
 َّلضَ دْقَفَ مْهُْنعَ ذْخُ

أوَ ةَُلoََّضلاوَ ةٌَلoَضَ ةٍعَدِْب ُّكُوَ عَدَتَْباوَ
َ
 ِ.راَّلا فِ اهَُلهْ

“The foundation upon which the Jamāʿah is built are the 
Companions of Muhammad (), may Allah’s mercy be 
upon them all—they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamāʿah. So, whoever 
does not take from them has gone astray and innovated, and 
every innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance with 
its followers in in the Fire.” 

Al-Imām ʿAbdul-ʿAzeez Ibn Bāz () said: “The Saved Sect are 
those who are steadfast upon the religion of Allāh, and they 
traverse the Methodology of the Prophet () and the 
Methodology of his Companions in establishing the Tawheed of 
Allah, and being pure and sincere to Allah in worship—they are 

 
21 Ibn Mājah, no. 3992, graded saheeh by Imām Al-Albānī. 



Fadlul-Islām: The Excellence of Islãm © Copyright AbuKhadeejah.com 9 

obedient in following His commands and avoiding His prohibitions. 
They believe in Allah’s Names and Attributes in a manner that 
befits His Majesty without distorting their reality, without denying 
them, without enquiring how His Attributes are and without 
likening them to the creation. So, they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jamāʿah, and they are al-Fiqatun-Nājiyah (the Saved Sect).”22 

When the hadeeth of the splitting of the Ummah was mentioned to 
Imām Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (), he said: 

أ اوُنوكَُي مَْل نِْإ
َ

أ oََف ثِيدِلَا بَاحَصْ
َ
 مْهُ نْمَ يِردْ

“If they are not the People of Hadeeth, then I know not who 
they are!”23  

May Allāh make us from them—and all praise is for Him, the Lord of 
the worlds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 Noor ʿalad-Darb: Man Hiya al-Fiqatun-Nājiyah: 
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/17457 
23 Ibn Hajr graded the sanad as sahīh in Fat’hul-Bārī, 13/306, reported by 
Khateeb al-Baghdādī with his sanad in Sharaf As’hābil-Hadeeth. 


