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The Obhgatlon of Entering into Islam

Completely and to Abandon Other Than It

Shaikhul-Islam Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhab (&5ii%5) said that Allah,
the Most High, said:
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“0 you who believe, enter Islam completely.

And He (J\&58=:2) said:
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“Have you not seen those (hypocrites) who claim that they believe in
that which has been sent down to you, and that which was sent down
before you...”

And His (JU5;%22) saying:

“Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects, you O

Prophet have no concern in them in the least.”

Ibn ‘Abbas (&) said regarding the statement of the Most High:
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' Al-Baqarah: 208.
* An-Nisa’: 60.
> Al-An‘am: 159.
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“On the Day when faces will be whitened and faces will be
blackened.” —The faces of Ahlus-Sunnah and those united upon the
truth will be bright, while the faces of the people of innovation and
splitting (ahlul-Bid‘ah wal-Ikhtilaf) will be blackened.”

From ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (&z4i)) who said: The Messenger of Allah
(Jzsaesifle) said:
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“There will come upon my Ummah the very same as that which
came upon the Children of Israel just as one sandal resembles the
other—to the point that if there was among them one who
fornicated with his own mother openly, then there will be in my
Ummah one who will do the same! Indeed, the Children of Israel
split into seventy-two sects, and this Ummah will split into
seventy-three sects—all of them in the Fire except for one.” They
asked him: “Which is that one sect, O Messenger?” He responded:
“That which I and my Companions are upon.” Reported by at-
Tirmidhi.®

So let the believer who hopes to meet Allah, ponder over the words of
the truthful and believed Messenger (Jz5:%4) in this Hadith, and

* Ali ‘Imran: 106.

> See Tafsir Ibn Kathir of the ayah in Ali ‘Imran, (2/92), Dar Tayyibah print.

¢ Jami* at-Tirmidhi (no. 2641), graded hasan (good) by al-Albani. The Hadith
of the Ummah splitting into 73 sects has been narrated by no less than 13
Companions (#zfis).
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particular his (454 4{iz) saying: “That which I and my Companions
are upon.” What an admonition this is—if only it were met by hearts
that possess life!

At-Tirmidhi also reported this Hadith from Abu Hurairah (z4iz)’
grading it as sahih, though it does not mention the Fire—however, it is
mentioned in the Hadith of Mu‘awiyah (£24iz;) collected by Imam
Ahmad. Abu Dawid also reported it, but with the wording'
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“There will appear in my Ummah people who will be dominated by
desires that will spread through them just like rabies spreads
through its victim. There remains not a vein nor a joint except that
it penetrates it.”®

And there has already preceded the saying of the Prophet (Jzss{iz):
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“The most hated of people to Allah are three... the one who wants
710

that the practices of Jahiliyyah’ to remain in Islam.

7 Graded hasan-sahih by Shaikh al-Albant.

® Imam Ahmad in al-Musnad (4/102), Abu Dawid (no. 4597)—graded hasan
by Shaikh al-Albani.

®i.e. These are the practices from pre-Islamic ignorance that Islam
abolished such as idolatry, superstition, racism, deviation, perversion, sin,
oppression and immorality.

1% Al-Bukhari (no. 6882). The Hadith in full: “The most hated of people to
Allah are three: The one who deviates (or sins) in the Haram [of
Makkah]; the one who wants that the practices of Jahiliyyah™ to
remain in Islam; the one who seeks to spill the blood of another
without any right.”
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Commentary: Al-Imam Ibn Baz (4iiz)

So, this is what is obligatory, that a person enters Islam completely
and not just parts of it. Allah, the Most High, stated:
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“0 you who believe, enter Islam completely.”"! And He (153%)
stated:
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“Verily, those who divide their religion and break up into sects,
you [0 Prophet] have nothing to do with them in the least.”"* And
He (J1G5;5%\=22) stated:
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“Indeed, those who disbelieve in Allah and His messengers and
wish to make distinction between Allah and His messengers and
say, ‘We believe in some and disbelieve in others,” and wish to
adopt a way in between. Such are the disbelievers, truly. And We

have prepared for the disbelievers a humiliating punishment.”"

Therefore, it is a must that a person enters completely into Islam—that
a Muslim clings to every aspect of the Religion: Prayer, Zakat, Fasting,
Hajj, Jihad, and so on. It should never be said: ‘I will pray but I will not
pay Zakat.” Or ‘T will pay Zakat but not fast.” This is not allowed, rather,

' Al-Baqarah: 208.
2 Al-An‘am: 159.
® An-Nisa>: 150-151.
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all of Islam is to be practised.

Furthermore, a person is to hold fast to the truth and remain steadfast
upon what the Sahabah and those who followed them were upon due
to the saying of the Prophet (Jzs&s{iz):
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“My Ummah will split into 73 sects—all of them are in that Fire.”
Therefore, the Muslim should beware of the speech of ahlul-Bid‘ah wal-
Furqah wal-Ikhtilaf (the people of innovation, splitting and differing).
The 72 sects are in the Fire—and they include the opposer, the
innovator and the wicked sinner." As for ahlus-Sunnah, they are the
ones who proceed upon the Manhaj of the Sahabah, and they are
steadfast upon the Religion—for them is Paradise and honour. As for
the rest of the sects, then among them you will find the unbeliever, the
innovator, and the opposer of the Shari‘ah because they do not cling to
the Truth.

It is obligatory upon the Muslims to beware of innovating in the
Religion and following the ways of jahiliyyah. Rather, it is upon the
Muslims to cling to Islam, that which the Prophet came with
(Jzs4ii{le)—and that they cooperate with one another upon
righteousness and piety. Allah (15;3%) said:
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“And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not cooperate in
sin and aggression.”"® And He (J1G525%) said:

" The 72 misguided sects are Muslims are threatened with Fire. Those
Muslims that enter the Fire due to their deviation and sins will eventually
be taken out and placed in Paradise after being punished.

> Al-M#’idah: 2.
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“By time; Indeed, mankind is in loss; Except for those who have
believed and done righteous deeds and advised each other to truth

and advised each other to patience.”"®

That which splits the Ummah is when one person brings his opinion,
and another bring his opinion; views that are not founded in the Texts
but from desires, false doctrines and idle thoughts—this is not
permissible. This is from the ways of jahiliyyah—so, we ask Allah for
wellbeing.

Additional Notes"’

Allah (1&5%\=:2) warned the Muslims against splitting, and from
that is His saying:

uufy \;;,q\y\fjﬁm\fﬁdmw@usjm PRIREEY: ’y)
0 Osb pgid)

“And do not be like the pagans; those who split up their religion
and became sects, each sect rejoicing in that which is with it.”**

Imam al-Baghawi ({i5%5) said: “They are the people of bid‘ah and
desires.” And Ibn al-Mubarak ($1i%) said: “The people of Truth do
not differ among themselves.”

16 Surah al-‘Asr.
7 By Abu Khadeejah ‘Abdul-wahid.
8 Ar-Riim: 31-32
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Al-Hafidh Ibn Rajab Al-Hanbali (d. 795 H £ii%5) stated: “As for the
trials of the misguided doubts and desires, then they are the cause
of the division of the Muslims. They split into factions, some of
them accusing others of disbelief—so, they became enemies, sects
and parties after they were once brothers, when their hearts were
as if of one man. And none is saved from these sects except the one
Saved Sect; and they are mentioned in the saying of the Prophet
(f”d&ﬁ@/a):
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‘There shall not cease to remain a group from my Ummah
manifest upon the truth. They are no harmed by those who
betray them nor by those who oppose them until the decree of

Allah comes and they are manifest upon that.””*”*

So, the Messenger of Allah (Jz54E4{i) described the Saved Sect,
and gave them the title of al-Jama‘ah. ‘Awf Ibn Malik (25i)
narrated that Allah’s Messenger (dz54E4{(>) said:
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“The Jews split into seventy-one sects, one will be in Paradise
and seventy in Hell. The Christians split into seventy-two sects,

' Muslim (no. 1920).
*® Kashul-Kurbah fi Wasfi Hali Ahlul-Ghurbah (pp. 23-29).
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seventy-one will be in Hell and one in Paradise. I swear by the
One in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, my nation will
split into seventy-three sects, one will be in Paradise and
seventy-two in Hell.” It was said: “O Messenger of Allah, who are
they?” He said: “The Jama‘ah.””'

The Jama‘ah, therefore are the Sahabah and those who follow their
methodology and their path, and they are united upon that. And
whoever opposes their methodology is misguided and has split
from the Jama‘ah, regardless of what they claim to be!

Imam Abu Muhammad Hasan Ibn ‘Ali al-Barbahari (&iiz; d. 329 H)
stated in his treatise, Sharhus-Sunnah:
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“The foundation upon which the Jama‘ah is built are the
Companions of Muhammad (J=5.£4{(), may Allah’s mercy be
upon them all—they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah. So, whoever
does not take from them has gone astray and innovated, and
every innovation is misguidance, and every misguidance with
its followers in in the Fire.”

Al-Imam ‘Abdul-‘Azeez Ibn Baz ({4iz5;) said: “The Saved Sect are
those who are steadfast upon the religion of Allah, and they
traverse the Methodology of the Prophet (4544{>) and the
Methodology of his Companions in establishing the Tawheed of
Allah, and being pure and sincere to Allah in worship—they are

' Tbn Majah, no. 3992, graded saheeh by Imam Al-Albani.
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obedient in following His commands and avoiding His prohibitions.
They believe in Allah’s Names and Attributes in a manner that
befits His Majesty without distorting their reality, without denying
them, without enquiring how His Attributes are and without
likening them to the creation. So, they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
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Jamad‘ah, and they are al-Figatun-Najiyah (the Saved Sect).
When the hadeeth of the splitting of the Ummah was mentioned to
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Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (55%), he said:
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“If they are not the People of Hadeeth, then I know not who
they are!””

May Allah make us from them—and all praise is for Him, the Lord of
the worlds.

*2 Noor ‘alad-Darb: Man Hiya al-Figatun-Najiyah:
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/17457

* Ibn Hajr graded the sanad as sahih in Fat’hul-Bari, 13/306, reported by
Khateeb al-Baghdadi with his sanad in Sharaf As’habil-Hadeeth.
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