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Part 3. Imam Muhammad Ibn Idrees
ash-Shafi‘1 (d. 204 AH i)

As for Imam ash-Shafi (£Wiz5), the narrations from him

concerning following the Hadith, avoiding Tagleed and opinions are

the most numerous and finest. Ibn Hazm al-Anduliisi (d. 456AH
iz5) stated:
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“The Fuqaha (scholars of jurisprudence) who are blindly-followed
used to reject Tagleed. They forbade their students from blindly
following them. The sternest of them in that regard was ash-Shafi‘i
(3414%5) for he would, more than others, emphatically reiterate that
the authentic narrations should be followed—and to accept what
the proofs obligate. He freed himself completely from being blindly
followed, and he announced that. May Allah benefit [the Muslims]
by him and grant him the greatest reward, for indeed he was a

cause of much good.”®

ONE: Imam ash-ShafiT ({iz)said:

8 See Ibn Hazm’s Usool al-Ahkam (6/118).
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“There is not a person except that some part of the Sunnah of
Allah’s Messenger (Jz5:564f(z) escapes him and is hidden from him.

So, whatever I may have said, or any principle I may have
established, that is found to be contrary to what has come from the
Messenger of Allah (J544{iz)— then the correct statement is
what the Messenger of Allah (i55.4(>) said, and that is my

view.”"

TWO: Imam ash-Shafi (4iiz5) said:
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“The Muslims have unanimously agreed that whoever has the
Sunnah from the Messenger of Allah (J544(iz) clarified for him, it
is not permissible for him to abandon it in favour of anyone’s
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saying.

' Reported by al-Hakim with his chain of transmission fully connected
back to ash-Shafi‘i, as in Tareekh Dimashq of Tbn ‘Asakir (3/1/15); also, in
Tbn al-Qayyim’s Ilam al-Muwagqgqi‘een (2/363, 364); and in al-Iqadh (p. 100).
**Tbn al-Qayyim’s I1am al-Muwaqqi‘een (2/361); and in al-Igadh of al-Fullani
(p. 68).
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THREE: Ash-Shafi4 said:
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“If you find in my writings something that contradicts the Sunnah
of the Messenger of Allah (15.542), speak according to the

Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (i5.54(=) and leave what I have
said.” In a narration, he stated:
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‘...s0, follow the Sunnah, and do not look at the speech of anyone

else 2

FOUR: Ash-Shafii (%) said:

(o 55 daud )
“If a Hadith is found to be saheeh, then that is my Madhhab.”*
Ash-Sha‘rani said: “Ibn Hazm said,

f
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*! Al-Harawi in Dhamm al-Kalam (3/47/1); al-Khateeb in al-Thtijdj bish-Shafi‘i
(8/2); Tbn ‘Asakir (1/9/15); an-Nawawi in al-Majmoo (1/63); Tbn al-Qayyim
(2/361); al-Fullani (p. 100); and the second report is by Abu Nu‘aym in al-
Hilyah (9/107); Tbn Hibban in his Saheeh (al-Thsan 3/284) with his isnad that
is authentic to ash-Shafi<.

** An-Nawawi in al-Majmoo® (1/63) and ash-Sha‘rani (1/57) and he sourced
it to al-Hakim and al-Bayhagi. See al-Fullani (p. 107).
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‘Meaning: that which is authentic according to himself or according

to other than himself from the scholars.””*

And his following statement immediately after this is clear in
affirming this meaning.

5o~

An-Nawawi ($13%5) said (summarised): “Our scholars acted upon
this in the matter of Tathwib* and in requiring release from Ihram
due to illness and in other cases that are well-known in the books of
the [Shafi‘i] Madhhab. Among those reported to have issued fatawa
based on the Hadith from our Shafi‘i scholars are: Abu Ya‘qoob al-
Buwayti and Abul-Qasim ad-Daraki.

Among our later scholars of Hadith who based their Figh rulings on
the Hadith were Imam Abu Bakr al-Bayhaqi and others.

A group of the earlier scholars of our Madhhab, when they
encountered a matter in which a Hadith existed and the Shafi
Madhhab was contrary to it, they acted upon the Hadith and issued
rulings according to it, saying:

FOWE R AP S
‘The Shafi‘i Madhhab is what agrees with the Hadith!

The Shafi‘ scholar, Abu ‘Amr Ibn as-Salah (d. 643AH) said: ‘Whoever
among the Shafiis finds a Hadith that contradicts his Madhhab, he
looks to see whether he has the necessary requirements to make
Ijtihad unrestrictedly, or the ability to make ijtihad in that

» Ash-Sha‘rani (1/57).
* Saying in the Fajr Adhan: ‘As-salatu khayrun min an-nawm (prayer is better
than sleep).
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particular subject—then, he would independently act upon the
Hadith [regardless of the Madhhab]. And if he does not possess the
necessary requirements to make Ijtihad, but finds it difficult to
contradict the Hadith—and after researching the matter cannot
find any convincing answer to contradict the Hadith, then it is upon
him to act upon the Hadith [even if that contradicts his Madhhab] if
there is an independent imam who acted upon the Hadith other
than ash-Shafii. And that is a legitimate excuse to leave the
Madhhab of his Imam in this case. What Ibn Salah has said here is
good and established, and Allah knows best.”

Shaikh Al-Albani (3513%5) said: “There is another scenario that
maybe did not occur to Ibn Salah, and that is: ‘What if a person
does not find a scholar who acted upon the Hadith? What does
he do?’ Taqiyyud-Deen as-Subki answers this in a treatise entitled
The Meaning of the Saying of ash-Shafi: If a Hadith is Found to be
Authentic, Then That is My Madhhab.” He said: ‘What is better in my
view is to follow the Hadith. A person should imagine that he is
standing in front of the Prophet ({4£4{i=), and he hears this
Hadith from him. Would he have the right to delay acting upon it?
By Allah, he would not... and every person bears a burden according

to his understanding.”*

» Ref: (4/102).

* The complete discussion, research and verification of this subject can be
found in I1am al-Muwagqgqi‘een (2/302, 370) and in Iqadh al-Himam of Salih
Ibn Muhammad al-‘Umari, well-known as al-Fullani (d. 1217H). The latter
is a unique book in this subject—a must read for every person who loves
the truth. He should study it; understand it and reflect over it. Its full title
is: Iqaz himam uli al-absar, lil-iqtid@ bi-Sayyid al-Muhajirin wal-Ansar, wa-
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FIVE: Imam ash-Shafi said to Imam Ahmad Ibn Hanbal (Xi:%5):
B dand| 6 56 2o Jally eundl, ef 25
G ST TGS 0 st - 56
\;WL.;QK 15) 4201 wo\

“You are more knowledgeable concerning Hadith and the narrators
than me—so, when a Hadith is authentic, inform me of it regardless
of where it is from: Kufah, Basrah or Sham, so I may act according
to it, as long as it is saheeh.””

Al-Fulani said in Igadh al-Himam (p. 152), “Al-Bayhaq said: ‘For this
reason, ash-Shafii would take plentifully from the Hadith. He
gathered the knowledge of the people of Hijaz, Sham, Yemen and
Irag—and he accepted all what he saw to be saheeh without
inclining or showing favoritism to the Madhhab of the people of his

tahdhiruhum ‘an al-ibtida‘ ash-sh@i fil-qura wa-l-amsar, min taqlid al-madhahib
ma‘a al-himma wal-‘asabiyya bayna fugahd’ al-a‘sar, which [in English] means:
Awakening the aspirations of those endowed with insight, to emulate the leader of
the Muhdjirin and Ansar, and to warn them against the widespread innovations
found in villages and cities, stemming from the blind following of Madhhabs
combined with zealotry and partisanship among the jurists of the ages.

7 Reported by Ibn Abi Hatim in Adab ash-Shafii (pp. 94-95); Abu Nu‘aym in
al-Hilyah (9/106); al-Khateeb in al-Thtijgj bish-Shafi‘i (8/1) and from him Tbn
‘Asakir (15/9/1); Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr in al-Igna’ (p. 75); Tbn al-Jawzi in Managib
al-Tmam Ahmad (p. 499); al-Harawi (2/47/2) through three chains of
transmission from ‘Abdullah Ibn Imam Ahmad from his father, that ash-
Shafi‘i said to him... (and he mentioned the narration). For this reason, Ibn
al-Qayyim firmly ascribed it to him in al-I'lam (2/325); al-Fullani in Iqadh
al-Himam (p. 152).
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land when he saw that the truth was to be found elsewhere. And,
among those who came before him were those who confined
themselves to what they were accustomed to from the Madhhab of
the people of their land—and did not exert themselves to ascertain
the correctness of what opposed it. May Allah forgive us and
them.””®

SIX: Imam ash-Shafi (iz) said:
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“Every issue for which there is an authentic report from the
Messenger of Allah (J544{z) according to the scholars of

transmission that is contrary to what I have said, then I retract
from it, both during my lifetime and after my death.””

SEVEN: Imam ash-Shafi< said:

% In this is a lesson that Ahlul-Hadith was-Sunnah do not confine themselves
to the Madhhab of the land they live in, nor do they obligate the blind-
following of that Madhhab upon others. So, a person living in Pakistan is
not obligated with following the figh of the Hanafis, the people of
Morrocco are not obligated with the figh of the Malikis, and so on, unless it
is supported by evidence. So, we call to the Madhhab of the People of
Hadith, which is to act upon the proofs, even if that opposes the Madhhab
of aland, and it angers the blind-followers.

% Abu Nu‘aym in al-Hilyah (9/107); al-Harawi in Dhamm al-Hawa (1/48); Tbn
al-Qayyim in I1am al-Muwagqgqi‘een (2/363); al-Fulani (p. 104).
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“If you ever see me making a statement that contradicts a narration
of the Prophet (J5454(>) that is authentically reported from him,
then know that my intellect had departed!”*

EIGHT: Imam ash-Shafi< stated:
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“Whatever I have said—if there is something that is authentic from
the Prophet (Jz54E4{(2) that opposes my saying—then the Hadith
of the Prophet (Jz5.54(z) is more befitting to be followed, so do
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not blindly follow me.

NINE: Imam ash-Shafii (435 said:
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“Every Hadith that is reported from the Prophet (dz5.4f(e) is my

saying, even if you did not hear it from me.”*

% Ibn Abi Hatim in Adab al-Shafii (p. 93); and Abi al-Qasim al-Samargandi
in al-Amali as cited in al-Muntaqa minha by Abi Hafs al-Mu’addab (1/234);
and by Abl Nu‘aym in Hilyat al-Awliya’ (9/106); and by Tbn ‘Asakir
(15/10/1) with a saheeh isnad.

* Ibn Abi Hatim (p. 93), Abli Nu‘aym, and Tbn ‘Asakir (15/9/2), with a
sound chain of transmission (saheeh isnad).

** Tbn Abi Hatim (pp. 93-94).
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