Chapter 4:

‘Whoever desires a religion other than
Islam, then it will never be accepted from
him and in the Hereafter, he will be
among the losers.’

i

Shaikhul-Islam Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhab (£
Allah, the Most High, said:
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be

3%5) said that

accepted of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of the
losers.”

Abu Hurairah (#24) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(dsaedie) said:?

“The deeds of the people will come forth on the Day of
Resurrection, so the Prayer will come and say: ‘O Lord! I am the
Prayer.” Allah will respond: “You are upon good.” Then Charity
(Zakat) will come forth and say: ‘O Lord! I am Charity.” Allah will
respond: ‘You are upon good.” Then Fasting will come forth and say:

‘O Lord! I am the Fast.” Allah will respond: ‘“You are upon good.’

! Surah Ali ‘Imran: 85

* A weak hadeeth. Reported by Ahmad in Al-Musnad, 2/362; Abu Ya‘la in Al-
Musnad, no. 6224; At-Tabarani in Al-Awsat, 8/296, no. 7607; and others. See
Arna‘oot’s notes on the chain of transmission in Al-Musnad, 14/355.
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Then the [rest of the] righteous deeds will come likewise and say: ‘O
Lord! I am the righteous deeds.” Allah will respond: ‘“You are upon
good.’

Then Islam will come forth and say: ‘O Lord! You are As-Salam.” And
I am Islam.” Allah (352 ) will respond: “You are upon good. And
based on adherence to you, today I will punish, and I will reward.’

And Allah (§z3) stated in His Book:
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be
accepted of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of the
losers.”* Hadeeth reported by Ahmad.

It is reported in the Saheeh from ‘A’ishah (&z&i) that Allah’s
Messenger (5.4l ) said:
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“Whoever does a deed that is not in accordance with this affair
of ours (Islam) will be rejected.”” Reported by Ahmad.®

* As-Salam: the name of Allah that means the Impeccable, Flawless, free of
blemish.

* Surah Ali ‘Imran: 85

* Muslim (no. 7349).

¢ Al-Musnad, 6/146, and it is saheeh.

2 ©Copyright AbuKhadeejah.com



Commentary: Al-Imam ‘Abdul-‘Aziz Ibn Baz
(s

The meaning of this chapter is that it is obligatory upon every one
of the Ummabh to follow the teachings and the religion of Islam.
There is no salvation nor happiness for the people except with
Islam just as this narration states: ‘Based on adherence to you,
today I will punish, and I will reward.”” Whoever dies upon Islam,
then for him is Paradise: either at the first entry if he kept himself
safe from disobedience and sins; or that he eventually enters
Paradise after the punishment that Allah decrees for him due to the
sins that he dies upon—that is if Allah does not pardon him for him
from the outset, so that he is saved from punishment. Regardless,
there is no salvation except with Islam. Allah (J5;%\22) stated:
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“And whoever seeks a religion other than Islam, it will never be

accepted of him, and in the Hereafter, he will be one of the
losers.”®

So, when a person dies upon other than Islam as a non-Muslim,
even if he has good deeds or other acts of obedience the size of
mountains, they are nullified [because he rejected Islam]:
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” Though the hadeeth is weak, the meaning of this sentence is correct
based upon the Quranic verses and authentic ahadeeth.
8 Surah Ali ‘Imran: 85
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“And We shall turn to whatever deeds they (the disbelievers)
did, and We shall make such deeds as scattered floating
particles of dust.”

So, it is must that one is upon tawheed through the testimony that
‘none has the right to be worshipped except for Allah and that
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.” Thus, entry into Islam is
with one’s heart, and with one’s testimony, then followed by
actions. Whoever is steadfast upon obedience to Allah and performs
righteous deeds will enter Jannah at the first entry, without being
punished. And whoever falls short and was deficient in fulfilling
what was obligated upon him [without having an excuse]; or that
he fell into sins that Allah (1%;35%) had prohibited, then he is under
the Will of Allah. If Allah wills, He will pardon him—and if Allah
wills, He will punish that sinner according to the level of his sin just
as Allah (J\&5%=22) stated:
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“Indeed, Allah does not forgive association with Him, but He
forgives what is less than that for whom He wills. And he who
associates others with Allah has certainly fabricated a

tremendous sin.”"

So, whosoever Allah guides to Islam, and saves from polytheism
and idolatry, is upon the path of salvation (tareeq an-najat).

° Al-Furqan: 23.
'° An-Nisa’: 48.
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Additional comments:'*

This Religion will remain till the Day of Resurrection as the only
religion acceptable to the Lord or the worlds, the Most High. It is
suitable and appropriate for every place, every age and for all
people. Just because people are ignorant of its perfection,
excellence and suitability, does not change the reality. Just because
aspects of its excellence and wisdom are hidden to some, does not
mean it is hidden from others.
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Ibn al-Majishoon said that he heard Imam Malik Ibn Anas (d. 170 H
{iiz5) say: “Whoever introduces into Islam an innovation seeing
it to be something good has claimed that Muhammad betrayed
the Message (Risalah) because Allah (5;%\52) said:
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‘This day I have perfected for you your Religion.’*? So whatever

79713

on that day was not Religion, cannot today be Religion.

So, Allah (J15;%\22%) revealed this amazing verse:

! These additional benefits were added by Abu Khadeejah.
2 Al-M2@’idah 5:3.
" See Al-I'tisam, 1/62.
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“This day, I have perfected your religion for you, completed my
favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as your religion.”"*
So, whatever the people innovate and add to the Religion after the
revelation of this verse, then it is bid‘ah and misguidance. For this

reason, ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas‘ood (424i) said:
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“Follow and do not innovate, for you have been sufficed—and

every innovation is misguidance.”"

Imam ash-Shawkani (d. 1250 H / 1834 CE {iz5) said: “If it is the
case that Allah had perfected His Religion before taking the soul of
His Prophet (Jz5.&4{(z), then what are these opinions innovated by
the people after Allah had perfected His Religion?!

If they believe these opinions are from the Religion, then the
Religion according to them is not perfected except by [the addition
of] their opinions! To believe this is to refute the Qur’an.

However, if they assert that their opinions are not from the
Religion, then what is the benefit in busying themselves with an
affair that is not from the Islam?

4 Al-Ma’idah 5:3.
> Reported by Ad-Darimi, no. 205, Ibn Waddzh. No. 17, Ibn Nasr in As-
Sunnah, no. 28.
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So, make this noble verse the first thing that you put in front of the
people of opinion, regardless of what they think—and use it to

demolish their proofs.”*

'¢ Al-Qawlul-Mufeed, p. 38.
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How is Islam Understand, and how is
Knowledge Sought?

Islam is only understood through the clarifications and
explanations of the Messenger Muhammad (454£4{i), who taught
his noble Companions, who in turn conveyed that understanding to
the Tabi‘een and then they passed it on to the Atba‘ at-Tabi‘een, and
so on. These are earliest generations of Ahlul-Hadeeth, the people of
Hadeeth, and they are Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah and our Salaf. Allah
(J&5%=2) stated:
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“And whoever contradicts the Messenger the after guidance
has been made clear to him, and he chooses to follow other

than the path of the believers (the Sahabah), then We shall keep

him in the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell, what an

evil destination!”"’

And He, the Most High, said:
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“And We sent not before you except men to whom We revealed
Our message. So, ask the people of knowledge if you do not

7 An-Nisa: 115.
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know; with proof and scripture. And We have sent down unto
you, 0 Muhammad, this revelation so that you may explain to
the people what has been sent down to them, and so that they
may give it thought.”"

It is very important that we pursue knowledge and attend the
gatherings of knowledge so that this knowledge is not lost in our
homes and communities. In the time of the Salaf, the scholars of
Sunnah were many, and those who attended their gatherings were
numerous—their classes would be filled with students of
knowledge and laymen because they knew the value of knowledge.

Al-Hafidh, Al-Tmam, Abu Bakr al-Khatib al-Baghdadi (d. 463 H £i5z5)
reported with his chain of narration to Abul-Fadl az-Zuhri who
said: “I attended the gathering of Ja‘far Ibn Muhammad al-
Firyabi (d. 301 AH) and there 10,000 men present.””® Al-Khatib
narrated an addition in Tarikh Baghdad (97/12) that Abul-Fadl said
at the end, “...not one of them remains besides me.” And he
began weeping,.

And this Ja‘far Ibn Muhammad al-Firyabi was a scholar from era of
the great Imams of hadith—originally from Firyab in the region of
Balkh, in modern day Afghanistan bordering Turkmenistan. He
studied under the great scholars such as Qutaibah Ibn Sa‘id, Ishaq

'8 An-Nisa: 43-44,

' Today, the opposite is true: large crowds attend the gatherings of the
misguided innovators, Sufis and musicians while those who attend the
gatherings of the Salafi scholars of Sunnah and Hadeeth are far fewer,
Allahul-musta‘an.

*® See al-Muntaqa minal-Kitab al-Jami* li Akhlag ar-Rawi wa Adabis-Sami, no.
48.
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Ibn Rahawaih, Abu Bakr Ibn Abi Shaybah, ‘Ali Ibn al-Madini, and
others.

He travelled the lands seeking knowledge of hadith and teaching—
places such as Ma Wara’ an-Nahr”, Khurasan, Iraq, Hijaz, Greater
Syria, Egypt and the Arabian Peninsula. From his students was Abu
Bakr al-Isma‘ili, Abul-Qasim at-Tabarani, Abu Bakr al-Ajurri, and
the narrator of this report, Abul-Fadl ‘Ubaydullah az-Zuhri who
lived for so long that none remained alive from those who had sat
in that gathering with Ja‘far al-Firyabi except for him—may Allah’s
Mercy envelope them.

Al-Khatib al-Baghdadi also reported (no. 46) that Abu Ali Salih Tbn
Muhammad al-Baghdadi said: “Muhammad Ibn Isma‘il [al-
Bukhari] came to Baghdad, and I would write his hadith
narrations—those who came to his sitting were more twenty
thousand people.”

We should increase the numbers at the gatherings of Ahlus-Sunnah,
and avoid the gatherings of Ahlul-Bid‘ah and the sinners. Abu Dharr

(42i5) said:

0o S~

/;o//o)‘z S35 0% Z(. - /5’ o ~
e G55 Col (g s 565 35 350 S

*! Transoxiana; the Land beyond the Oxus River in lower Central Asia;
modern-day eastern Uzbekistan, western Tajikistan, southern Kazakhstan
and parts of Turkmenistan wherein are found the centres of learning in
early Islam such as Bukhara, Samargand, etc.

10 ©Copyright AbuKhadeejah.com



“Whoever increases the number of a people, then he is from
them—and whoever loves a people, he will be raised with them
(on the Day of Judgement).””

* Reported by ad-Daylami in Musnad al-Firdaws 3/519 no. 5621 (see also

2/378 no. 2588), Ibn al-Mubarak in az-Zuhd war-Raqa’iq as a saying of Abu
Dharr &2l
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