Chapter 3
The Meaning of Islam

Text: Shaikhul-Islam Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhab (1:) said:
Allah (J55;5822) stated:
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“So, if they dispute with you O Prophet, say: ‘I have submitted
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myself to Allah in Islam and so have those who follow me.

Al-Bukhari reported from ‘Umar (:24i) that Allah’s Messenger
(;5&39:5211}}9) said:
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“Islam is that you testify that none has the right to be
worshipped besides Allah and that Muhammad is the
Messenger of Allah, that you establish the Prayer, pay the
Zakah (charity), fast the month of Ramadan and perform Hajj
when you are able to make the journey.””

! Surah Ali ‘Imran: 20.

* A portion of a longer hadith wherein the Angel Jibril (})’\2&‘\’9:;5) visited the
Messenger (Jzs5454() and asked him about Islam, Iman (Faith),
perfection in worship and the signs of the Hour. Reported by Al-Bukhari in
the Book of Iman (no. 8).
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Commentary: Imam Ibn Baz (i

This was the answer of the Prophet (4£4{(z) to Jibril (k)
when he asked the Prophet (dz54&4{iz) about Islam, so he answered
as is reported in the narration of ‘Umar (£24iz): “Islam is that you
testify that none has the right to be worshipped besides Allah
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, that you
establish the Prayer, pay the Zakah (Charity), fast the month of
Ramadan and perform Hajj when you are able to make the

journey.”

This is the explanation of Islam in terms of its pillars—and in a
more general sense, Islam is everything that Allah has commanded
with, and likewise His Messenger (4z54€4{(z), and it is to avoid
whatever Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, as Allah
(0S525%) has stated:

“Indeed, the only religion [acceptable] with Allah is Islam.”

However, in the narration of ‘Umar, only the Five Pillars of Islam
are mentioned. Therefore, some narrations explain its pillars and
others explain all of it parts.

3 Surah Ali ‘Imran: 19.
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Additional Notes on the Meaning of Tawheed

Tawheed is not just the recognition that Allah (15355) is the
Creator, the Owner and the King, because that was affirmed by the
pagans and disbelievers in every age. Allah (J1525%) has stated in
the Qur’an:
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Say: “Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein if you know?”
They will say: “It is Allah’s.” Say: “Will you not then take the
reminder?” Say: “Who is the Lord of the seven heavens, and the
Lord of the Great Throne?” They will say: “Allah.” Say: “Will you
not then fear Allah and be dutiful.” Say: “In whose Hand is the
sovereignty of everything? And He protects all, while against
Whom there is no protector, if you know?” They will say: “All
that belongs to Allah.” Say: “How then are you deceived, and
you turn away from the truth?”

These verses prove that the idolators of Arabia used to affirm the
Lordship (Rubuibiyyah) of Allah. It is clear therefore that the

* Surah Al-Mu’'miniin: 84-89
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polytheists of Makkah used to affirm the Lordship, Sovereignty,
Ownership and sole Actions of Allah (Jz3%). Allah (1U535%) stated:
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“Say to them, O Prophet: ‘Who is the one who provides you with
sustenance from the sky, and from the earth? Who is the one
who owns the hearing, and He owns the sights, the one who
brings life out of the dead and the one who brings the dead out
of the living? Who is the one who controls all the affairs of
creation?’ They will say: ‘It is Allah.” So, say to them, O

Prophet: ‘Will you not fear Him and be dutiful to Him?""”

The pagans of Makkah, who used to worship the idols Al-Lat, Al-
‘Uzza, Al-Manat, Hubal and so on never denied Allah’s Lordship [or
His existence]. Yet, they were still unbelievers and mushriks because
they would not worship Allah alone and abandon the worship of
false deities.

If they were asked, ‘Who is the Rabb (Lord) of the Ka‘bah?’ They
would say: ‘It is Allah.” If it was said to them: ‘Who owns the
Mighty Throne?’ They would say: ‘It is Allah who owns the
Mighty Throne and He the One who sends down the rain from
the sky.’

* Strah Yunus: 31.
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The Meaning of La ilaha illallah
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Imam Ibn Baz (i5z5) was asked about the meaning of La ilaha
illallah. He responded:

La ilaha illallah is the best statement after the Qur’an. It is the most
beloved statement to Allah—it is the statement of sincerity, purely
for Allah. 1t is first thing that the Messengers (Allah’s praise and
salutations be upon them) called to. It is the first thing that the
Prophet Muhammad (Jz5.54() called to. He said to his people:
‘Say La ildha illallah and you will be successful.’ So, it is the
statement of sincerity, and the statement of Tawheed: the worship
of Allah alone.
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Its meaning of this kalimah (statement) is, ‘There no deity in truth
that is to be worshipped besides Allah’, just as Allah (J1555\22)
stated:
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‘That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and whatever they
invoke besides Him, it is falsehood.™

This statement, that none has the right to be worshipped except for
Allah, has in it negation and affirmation. ‘None has the right to be
worshipped’ (La ilaha) is a negation; and ‘except for Allah’ (illallah) is
an affirmation. This kalimah negates all that is worshipped, all the
false gods who have no right to be worshipped. Thereafter, ‘Except
Allah’ affirms worship rightly and in truth for Allah alone, the Most
Perfect and Glorified, So, this statement (or kalimah) is the
foundation of the Religion, and its fundamental.
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It is obligatory upon all those whom Allah has made responsible for
their actions from among the Jinn and the humans, men and
women, that they utter this statement, alongside having iman in its
meaning, and believing in it—and with sincere worship of Allah,
alone.

Its conditions are eight, and some of the scholars have placed them
in two lines of poetry:
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® Surah al-Hajj: 62.
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‘Knowledge, certainty, sincerity, and your truthfulness
alongside love, compliance and acceptance of it. And there is an
addition, the eighth of them: the rejection of whatever besides
God, people have taken as deities from among created things.’

So, the one who knows these affairs, then all praise is due to Allah.
As for the one who does not know them in detail, then it is
sufficient that he knows the meaning of La ildha illallah. If he comes
forth with its meaning: worships Allah alone in truth, makes his
worship sincerely for Him, abandons the worship of everything
besides Him, and remains steadfast upon the Religion of Allah —
then that suffices him, even if he has not studied these conditions
one by one. And the conditions themselves, then their meaning is
clear.
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The Conditions of La ilaha illallah in Brief
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1. Knowledge (‘TIlm):
That you know its meaning — and its meaning is that none has the

right to be worshipped in truth except Allah.

2. Certainty (Yaqeen):

That you are absolutely certain of that, without doubt or hesitation,
having firm conviction that none deserves to be worshipped in
truth except Allah.
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3. Sincerity (Ikhlas):

That you make your worship sincerely for Allah alone: your prayer,
your fasting, your charity — all of it must be for Allah alone.
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4. Love (Mahabbah):
That you love Allah with true love, and that you love His Messenger
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(i), There must be sincere love for Allah, the Most High
and Majestic.

5. Truthfulness (Sidq):

That you are truthful in this statement, unlike the hypocrites who
utter it, but lie in their claim. As for you, you must say it truthfully
— that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah.
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6. Submission/Compliance (Inqgiyad):

That you submit and comply with what it necessitates: devoting
worship sincerely to Allah alone, abandoning the worship of all
others besides Him, fulfilling the commands that He has obligated,
and staying away from what He has forbidden — all upon love and
submission.
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7. Acceptance (Qabool):
That you accept what the Shari‘ah has brought and not reject it.

You accept what this statement entails of worship, Tawhid, and
sincerity, without turning away from it.
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8. Disbelief in Taghut (Kufr bit- Taghut):

That you disbelieve in everything that is worshipped besides Allah,
as He, the Most Perfect and Exalted, has said: ‘Whoever disbelieves
in the Taghut (false deities) and believes in Allah has grasped
the firmest handhold that will never break. And Allah is All-
Hearing, All-Knowing.” (Al-Baqarah 2:256)

The meaning here is that you free yourself from all false deities,
and believe in their falsehood, and have iman that Allah alone is
the true Deity — and that whatever the people worship besides Him
is false. So, you disbelieve in it and declare yourself free from it.
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‘Knowledge, certainty, sincerity, and your truthfulness,
Along with love, compliance, and acceptance of it.
And add an eighth: rejecting whatever besides Allah
People have taken as deities from among created things.’

So, if the student of knowledge learns them, then he should act
upon them. And as for the one who does not know them in detail,
then it is sufficient that he understands the meaning of this
statement—that he utters it with iman, sincerity to Allah, with
certainty, and truthfulness, whilst freeing himself from the worship
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of other than Allah—and that he submits to the Law of Allah. Such a
person has achieved the intended goal, along with loving Allah, the
Most High, and loving His Religion. Yes.”

’ From the website of Shaikh Ibn Baz:
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/15667/leka s i s-dl)-Y1-all-Y- Jixa
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Categories of Tawheed

Every verse that makes mention of the creation of the heavens and
the earth and whatever is within them, between them and besides
them enters the category of Tawhid Ar-Rubibiyyah which is to single
out Allah alone with His Lordship, i.e., His ownership and His
actions.

Every verse that mentions Allah’s ‘Ibadah (worship) with the
command to worship Him alone and forbids from polytheism (shirk)
enters the category of Tawhid Al-Ulahiyyah, i.e., to single out Allah
alone with His worship and the fact that He is the sole God or Deity
(Ilah) worthy of worship.

Furthermore, every verse that speaks about the Names and
Attributes of Allah enters into the category of Tawhid Al-Asma was-
Sifat, i.e., to single out Allah alone with His beautiful Names and His
lofty Attributes.

So, you will find all these categories of Tawhid in the Book of Allah
and for this reason, the scholars have said that Tawhid is three
categories, and no more. Therefore, we can summarise as follows:

1. Tawhid Al-Ulihiyyah (or Tawhid Al-Ibadah): to single out
Allah alone as the sole God worthy of worship to whom we direct
all our worship, taking the Messenger of Allah (4£4{z) as our
example.

2. Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah: to single out Allah alone in His
Lordship: that He is the Creator, the Owner, the Lord, and to single
Him out with His actions.

3. Tawhid Al-Asma was-Sifat: to affirm that which Allah has
affirmed in the Qur’an of His Names and Attributes and that which
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the Messenger of Allah ({.&4{iz) affirmed for Him in the
authentic Sunnah—and they are understood upon their apparent
meaning, without denying them, distorting them, saying ‘how’, or
resembling them to the creation.

The scholars did not invent this categorisation themselves. When
they spoke concerning the three categories of Tawhid, it was not an
innovation (bid‘ah)—they took it from the Book of Allah.

As for the testification, ‘La ilaha illallah’ then its meaning is:

‘There is no deity worthy of worship, in truth, except for Allah.’
The misguided sects of Theological Speculation (‘Ilm Al-Kalam) such
as the Mu‘tazilah, Asha‘irah, Maturidiyyah, the Sufis and Mystics
interpret Tawheed to mean merely oneness in Allah’s Lordship®.
And that is a disastrous error.

So, they said that ‘La ilaha illallah’ means

‘There is no creator besides Allah.’

® Tawhid Ar-Rububiyyah.
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Hakimiyyah (Judgement and Rule)

Others such as the Khawarij of this age and the political agitators of
Al-Tkhwan al-Muslimoon said that ‘La ilaha illallah’ means:
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‘There is no judge (hakim) besides Allah.’ This interpretation is
also false and deviated because the meaning of ‘La ilaha illallah’ is,
‘There is no deity worthy of worship in truth except for Allah.’

That is because judgement or rule (hukm) can refer to Allah’s
Lordship and to Allah’s worship. As for His Lordship, then He is the
One to whom the people refer to for judgement, He is the One who
judges for His creation what is halal and what is haram, He is the
Legislator who's Sharee‘ah is followed and obeyed. And the servant
worships Allah by adhering to His judgement, and His Law, and to
the judgement of His Messenger (Jzsafeifie).

Shaikh Al-Fawzan stated: So, the meaning of la ilaha illallah is:
WY 52 508 Y
‘There is nothing worthy of worship in truth except Allah.” As for

judgement (hakimiyyah), then it is a part of worship, and it is not
the meaning or the definition of la ilaha illallah.

Hakimiyyah enters into ‘uboodiyyah (worship) because to judge by
the Sharee‘ah of Allah is worship, but it is not the meaning of la
ilaha illallah in totally. Rather, it is just a part of it. And la ilaha
illallah encompasses all the various types of worship, just as Allah
sated:
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‘And We sent not before you any messenger, 0 Muhammad,
except We revealed to him that ‘there is no deity except Me, so
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worship Me’.

So, the meaning of la ilaha illallah is:
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‘There is nothing worthy of worship in truth except Allah.”"*

’ Al-Anbiya: 25
% Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V]mS-8zCEl4 official

channel.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJmS-8zCEl4

The Text

Shaikhul-Islam Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhab (£i:%) said:

It reported from Abu Hurayrah (£24i5) from Allah’s Messenger
(Acsaediie):

235 8L e Gl 2 B8 U2

“A Muslim is one from whose speech and hand other Muslims

are safe.”"!

Bahz Ibn Hakim Ibn Mu‘awiyah narrated from his father from his
grandfather that he asked Allah’s Messenger (Jz5.4(z) about
Islam. So, he (ki) replied:
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“Islam is that you submit your heart to Allah; that you turn
your face to Allah; that you pray the prescribed Prayers, and
that you pay the obligatory charity (Zakah).” Reported by Imam
Ahmad."”

" This wording is reported by Muslim in his Saheeh (no. 41) from Jabir Ibn
Abdullah (&24i). As for the hadith of Abu Hurayrah (224i), then it is
reported by Ahmad (2/379), At-Tirmidhi (no. 2627)—graded authentic by
Al-Albani. Also, An-Nasa'i (4998), authenticated by Ibn Hibban and Al-
Hakim, with the wording: “A believer is one whom the people feel safe
as it relates to their lives and wealth.”

"2 A hasan hadith, reported by Ahmad in Al-Musnad (5/3 no. 20022), At-
Tabarani in Al-Kabir (19/426, no. 1036), Ibn Hibban (no. 160). It is a good
chain of narration through Bahz Ibn Hakim through other routes of
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Abu Qilabah (i) reported from a man from the people of Sham
from his father that he asked Allah’s Messenger (daEd{i2):
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“What is Islam?” He replied, “That you submit your heart to
Allah, and that the Muslims are safe from your tongue and
hand.” Then he asked, “Which Islam is the best?” The Messenger
(dsaked{le) replied, “Al-Iman (Faith).” He asked, “And what is Al-
Iman?” The Messenger (Jz5.64{(w) answered, “That you believe in
Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers and the
Resurrection after death.”"”

transmission reported by Ahmad, An-Nasa'i and Al-Hakim—see As-
Saheehah of Al-Albani (no. 369).

1 Reported by Abdur-Razzaq in Al-Musannaf (11/127, no. 20107), Ahmad in
Al-Musnad from Abu Qilabah from ‘Amr Ibn ‘Abasah (4/114). There is an
unknown narrator in the chain of narration, but the meaning of the hadith
is sahih due to narrations reported by Al-Bukhari and Muslim with this
meaning. Also, Al-Arna‘it in his checking of Al-Musnad of Imam Ahmad
declared it to be sahih (28/252).
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Commentary: Imam Ibn Baz (:41iz))

These narrations prove that Islam is general and encompassing —it
includes the pillars and other matters. So, a true Muslim fulfils the
pillars and whatever else that Allah has obligated upon him —and
he withholds from oppressing the people and from transgressing
the limits of Allah.

Additional Comments About Islam and
Iman

Does Islam increase and decrease just as Iman increases and
decreases?

Shaikh Salih Alush-Shaikh said: “The majority of Ahlus-Sunnah
hold that Islam is the same as Iman in that it is described with
increasing and decreasing.”

The following are important points to note in this discussion:
ONE: People differ with respect to their submission:

a) There is a submission to Allah (istislam) of Tawhid* that is
obligatory and binding—so whoever abandons it has disbelieved
—or by refusing it, has not entered Islam.

b) There is a submission to those aspects of Islam such that if a
person abandons submission to them, then he is sinful or

" Tawhid is to single out Allah with His sole worship, Lordship and His
Names and Attributes. The Prophets and Messengers were sent to call
their people to establish the worship of Allah alone and to abandon the
worship of all the false deities.
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deficient—this is because he is deficient in the aspect of yielding to
Allah with obedience (al-ingiyadu lillahi bit-ta‘ah).

TWO: As for the testification that Muhammad (Jzs.&ifie) is the
slave and Messenger of Allah—then that encompasses the
following:

a) Obeying his commands.
b) Avoiding what he had prohibited.

¢) That one does not worship Allah except according to the way of
the Prophet (15544{z) and his legislation.

So, the people are of different levels in these three matters—even
in their belief in the Prophet (Jz5.4{(2), the people differ. So, all
of this proves that Islam can be complete in some people, less than
complete in other people and non-existent in others.

THREE: Islam has been explained as the Five Pillars which include
the actions such as the Prayer, Zakah, Fasting and Hajj. And there
are further narrations that explain Islam with other affairs such as
people being safe from the harm of one’s tongue, hand and so on.
So, in these matters too, the people are of different levels.

Imam Al-Ajurri (3i3%5) cited from Al-Hasan (i) a statement he
made to Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali (X13%5) that: “Iman increases and
decreases—it increases with obedience and decreases with
disobedience. As for Islam, it cannot be said that it increases
and decreases.”

Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728H /i) commented: “This is based on the
fact that Islam is testification as is authentically reported from Az-
Zuhri (2% d. 124 H) that he said, ‘Islam is testification and Iman is
actions.” Meaning that to merely testify with the shahddatayn
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(There is none worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is
the Messenger of Allah) a person takes the ruling of being a Muslim.
So, in this there can be no increase or decrease. But if what is
intended by Islam is to act on all of the outward obligations, then

that is prone to increase and decrease just like Iman.”"

Islam and Iman when Mentioned Together and
Separately in the Texts

Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah ({i3%5) explained: When either
Islam or Iman are mentioned [textually] on their own without the
other, they carry the same meaning, but when they both appear
together [in texts] they carry separate specific meanings. So, when
Islam is mentioned on its own without Iman then what is intended
is the whole of the Religion, the apparent and hidden deeds. And
when Iman is mentioned on its own without Islam, then that too
intends the whole of the Religion. But when the two of them are
mentioned together, then they carry separate meanings. In that
case, Islam means the outward acts alongside submission of the
heart and its compliance —and Iman means the hidden deeds (i.e.,
belief and action of the heart)."®

Shaikh Ibn Baz stated:
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'> Ash-Shari‘ah of Al-Ajurri (2/593) with its commentary.
16 See Kitab Al-Iman of Tbn Taymiyyah (p. 287).
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“Iman is Islam and Islam is Iman in general because Iman is belief
in the heartand everything that is connected to Islam from speech
and action. Islam likewise is to believe in Allah and to humble
oneself to Him in His worship (tawheed), and with sincerity; to
obey His commands and to avoid His prohibitions. So, when either
one is mentioned, it includes the other, just as Allah has said:
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‘Indeed, the Religion with Allah [in totality] is Islam.”” Meaning
that Iman enters into that.
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However, when they are mentioned together, then Iman are the
hidden actions. When the two of them are mentioned together as in
the hadeeth of Jibreel, when he asked the Prophet (J44i()
about Islam and Iman, the Prophet (dz54&4{iz) explained each of
them by saying that Islam are the outward actions such as the two
shahadahs, the Prayer, the Zakat, Fasting and Hajj. Then he

7 Aali ‘Imran: 19.
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explained that Iman are the hidden affairs saying: ‘That you believe
in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day and
Qadar, its good and evil.
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This is the difference between them when they are brought
together. Islam refers to the outward actions, and Iman refers to
the hidden actions. But, when only one of them is mentioned, it
includes the other, such as the saying of the Prophet (Jzs.4fe):
‘Iman is 70 and odd branches. Its highest level is the saying ‘la
ilaha illallah’, its lowest level is to remove something harmful
from the path, and shyness or modesty is from Iman.’

‘Iman is 70 and odd branches’ includes Islam. For this reason, he
mentioned, ‘The best of Iman is la ilaha illallah’ and that
statement is the foundation of Islam. And this proves that when
Iman is mentioned on its own it includes Islam. And likewise, when
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Islam is mentioned on its own, it includes Iman—that is the position
of Ahlus-Sunnah.”*®

'® binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/17447 / oS - las¥)- -G _All
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