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Chapter 3  
The Meaning of Islam 
Text: Shaikhul-Islām Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhāb () said: 
Allah () stated:  

أ لْقُفَ كَوُّجٓاحَ نِْإفَ
َ
 ۗ نِعَبََّتٱ نِمَوَِ 9َِّ هَِجْوَ تُمَْلسْ

“So, if they dispute with you O Prophet, say: ‘I have submitted 
myself to Allah in Islam and so have those who follow me.’”1 

Al-Bukhāri reported from ʿUmar () that Allah’s Messenger 
() said:  

أ مDَُسْلِا
َ
أ دَهَشَْت نْ

َ
أوَ 9ُا Jَِّإ لَِٰإ Jَ نْ

َ
َ ةDََّصلا مَيقُِتوَِ 9ا لُوسُرَ ادًَّممَُ َّن

 Dًيِبسَِ هْلَِإ تَعْطَتَسْا نِِإ تَْيَلْا َّجتَُوَ نَاضَمَرَ مَوصَُتوَ ةَكََّزلا تَِؤُْتوَ
“Islam is that you testify that none has the right to be 
worshipped besides Allah and that Muhammad is the 
Messenger of Allah, that you establish the Prayer, pay the 
Zakāh (charity), fast the month of Ramadān and perform Hajj 
when you are able to make the journey.”2 

  

 
1 Surah Āli ʿImrān: 20. 
2 A portion of a longer hadīth wherein the Angel Jibrīl () visited the 
Messenger () and asked him about Islam, Imān (Faith), 
perfection in worship and the signs of the Hour. Reported by Al-Bukhāri in 
the Book of Imān (no. 8). 
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Commentary: Imām Ibn Bāz () 

This was the answer of the Prophet () to Jibrīl () 
when he asked the Prophet () about Islam, so he answered 
as is reported in the narration of ʿUmar (): “Islam is that you 
testify that none has the right to be worshipped besides Allah 
and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, that you 
establish the Prayer, pay the Zakāh (Charity), fast the month of 
Ramadān and perform Hajj when you are able to make the 
journey.”  

This is the explanation of Islam in terms of its pillars―and in a 
more general sense, Islam is everything that Allah has commanded 
with, and likewise His Messenger (), and it is to avoid 
whatever Allah and His Messenger have prohibited, as Allah 
() has stated:  

 ۗ مُـٰلَسْلِْٱِ 9َّٱ دَنعِ نَيلِّٱ َّنِإ
“Indeed, the only religion [acceptable] with Allah is Islam.”3  

However, in the narration of ʿUmar, only the Five Pillars of Islam 
are mentioned. Therefore, some narrations explain its pillars and 
others explain all of it parts.  

  

 
3 Surah Āli ʿImrān: 19. 
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Additional Notes on the Meaning of Tawheed  

Tawheed is not just the recognition that Allah () is the 
Creator, the Owner and the King, because that was affirmed by the 
pagans and disbelievers in every age. Allah () has stated in 
the Qur’ān:  

لْا نِمَِّل لقُ
َ
 نَومَُلعْتَ مْتُنكُ نِإ اهَيِف نمَوَ ضُرْ

أ لْقُ ِۚ 9َِّ نَوُلوقُيَسَ
َ
 نَورَُّكذََت Dَفَ

 مِيظِعَْلا شِرْعَْلا ُّبرَوَ عِْبَّسلا تِاوَامََّسلا ُّبَّر نمَ لْقُ
أ لْقُ ِۚ 9َِّ نَوُلوقُيَسَ

َ
 نَوقَُّتتَ Dَفَ

 نَومَُلعْتَ مْتُنكُ نِإِ هْيَلعَ رُاَيُ Jَوَ يُيُِ وَهُوَ ءٍشَْ كُِّ تُوكَُلمَِ هدِيَِب نمَ لْقُ
أفَ لْقُ ِۚ 9َِّ نَوُلوقُيَسَ

َ
 نَورُحَسُْت َّٰن

Say: “Whose is the earth and whosoever is therein if you know?” 
They will say: “It is Allah’s.” Say: “Will you not then take the 
reminder?” Say: “Who is the Lord of the seven heavens, and the 
Lord of the Great Throne?” They will say: “Allah.” Say: “Will you 
not then fear Allah and be dutiful.” Say: “In whose Hand is the 
sovereignty of everything? And He protects all, while against 
Whom there is no protector, if you know?” They will say: “All 
that belongs to Allah.” Say: “How then are you deceived, and 
you turn away from the truth?”4 

These verses prove that the idolators of Arabia used to affirm the 
Lordship (Rubūbiyyah) of Allah. It is clear therefore that the 

 
4 Surah Al-Mu’minūn: 84-89 
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polytheists of Makkah used to affirm the Lordship, Sovereignty, 
Ownership and sole Actions of Allah (). Allah () stated:  

لْاوَ ءِامََّسلا نَمِّ مكُقُزُرَْي نمَ لْقُ
َ
أ ضِرْ

َ
لْاوَ عَمَّْسلا كُِلمْيَ نَّم

َ
 نمَوَ رَاصَْب

لْا رُِّبدَُي نمَوَ حَِّْلا نَمِ تَِيّمَْلا جُِرخُْيوَ تِِيّمَْلا نَمِ َّحَْلا جُِرْيُ
َ
 ۚ رَمْ

أ لْقُفَ ۚ 9َُّا نَوُلوقُيَسَفَ
َ
  نَوقَُّتتَ Dَفَ

“Say to them, O Prophet: ‘Who is the one who provides you with 
sustenance from the sky, and from the earth? Who is the one 
who owns the hearing, and He owns the sights, the one who 
brings life out of the dead and the one who brings the dead out 
of the living? Who is the one who controls all the affairs of 
creation?’ They will say: ‘It is Allah.’ So, say to them, O 
Prophet: ‘Will you not fear Him and be dutiful to Him?’”5 

The pagans of Makkah, who used to worship the idols Al-Lāt, Al-
ʿUzza, Al-Manāt, Hubal and so on never denied Allah’s Lordship [or 
His existence]. Yet, they were still unbelievers and mushriks because 
they would not worship Allah alone and abandon the worship of 
false deities. 

If they were asked, ‘Who is the Rabb (Lord) of the Kaʿbah?’ They 
would say: ‘It is Allah.’ If it was said to them: ‘Who owns the 
Mighty Throne?’ They would say: ‘It is Allah who owns the 
Mighty Throne and He the One who sends down the rain from 
the sky.’ 
  

 
5 Sūrah Yunus: 31. 
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The Meaning of Lā ilāha illallāh  

Imām Ibn Bāz () was asked about the meaning of Lā ilāha 
illallāh. He responded: 

Lā ilāha illallāh is the best statement after the Qur’ān. It is the most 
beloved statement to Allah—it is the statement of sincerity, purely 
for Allah. It is first thing that the Messengers (Allah’s praise and 
salutations be upon them) called to. It is the first thing that the 
Prophet Muhammad () called to. He said to his people: 
‘Say Lā ilāha illallāh and you will be successful.’ So, it is the 
statement of sincerity, and the statement of Tawheed: the worship 
of Allah alone. 

أِب كَِلذَ﴿ :َ=اعَتَ لَاَق امَكَ اهَانَعْمَ اذَهَ 6ُا َِّ(إ قٍَّبِ دَوبُعْمَ َ( :اهَانَعْمَوَ
َ

أوَ ُّقلَْا وَهُ 6ََّا َّن
َ

 َّن
 َِّ(إ(وَ فٌْنَ )لَِٰإ َ(( :تٌابَْثU فٌْنَ هَِوَ .]62 :جلا[ ﴾لُطِاَلْا وَهُِ هِنودُ نْمِ نَوعُدَْي امَ
 تُِبْثُت )6ُا َِّ(إ(وَ قٍّحَِ يْغَِبِ ةهَِللْا عَيِجَوَ تِادَوبُعْمَْلا عَيِجَ فِْنتَ )لَِٰإ َ(( تٌابَْثِإ )6ُا
أ هََِف هَُناحَْبسُُ هدَحْوَِ 6َِّ قِّلَْاِبَ ةدَابَِعْلا

َ
أوَ نِيلِّا لُصْ

َ
 .ِةَّلمِْلا سُاسَ

Its meaning of this kalimah (statement) is, ‘There no deity in truth 
that is to be worshipped besides Allah’, just as Allah () 
stated:  

أِب كَِلذَ
َ

أوَ ُّقلَْا وَهُ 6ََّا َّن
َ

 لُطِاَلْا وَهُِ هِنودُ نْمِ نَوعُدَْي امَ َّن
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‘That is because Allah, He is the Truth, and whatever they 
invoke besides Him, it is falsehood.’6  

This statement, that none has the right to be worshipped except for 
Allah, has in it negation and affirmation. ‘None has the right to be 
worshipped’ (Lā ilāha) is a negation; and ‘except for Allah’ (illallāh) is 
an affirmation. This kalimah negates all that is worshipped, all the 
false gods who have no right to be worshipped. Thereafter, ‘Except 
Allah’ affirms worship rightly and in truth for Allah alone, the Most 
Perfect and Glorified, So, this statement (or kalimah) is the 
foundation of the Religion, and its fundamental. 

أ سٍْنU نٍّجِ نْمِ يَِفَّكَمُْلا عِيِجَ sََ بُجِاوَْلاوَ
َ

أَي نْ
ْ
 اهَانَعْمَِب نٍامَيِإ عَمَ ءًاسَِنوَ ً(اجَِر اهَِب اوُت

 .ُهدَحْوَِ 6َِِّ ةدَابَِعْلا صَِ�خUْ لَُ دٍاقَِتعْاوَ

It is obligatory upon all those whom Allah has made responsible for 
their actions from among the Jinn and the humans, men and 
women, that they utter this statement, alongside having imān in its 
meaning, and believing in it—and with sincere worship of Allah, 
alone. 

Its conditions are eight, and some of the scholars have placed them 
in two lines of poetry:  

 اهََل لِوـبُقَْلاوَ دٍايَِقْناوَ ةٍَّبمََ عَمَ كَُقدْصِوَ صٌَ�ـخUْ يٌِقَي مٌْلعِ
لْا نَمِِ هـَللِْا ىوَسِ امَِب كَْنمِ نُارَِفكُْلا اهَنُمِاَث دَيِزوَ

َ
أ دَْقِ ءايش

ُ
 لَِ

 
6 Surah al-Hajj: 62. 
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‘Knowledge, certainty, sincerity, and your truthfulness 
alongside love, compliance and acceptance of it. And there is an 
addition, the eighth of them: the rejection of whatever besides 
God, people have taken as deities from among created things.’  

So, the one who knows these affairs, then all praise is due to Allāh. 
As for the one who does not know them in detail, then it is 
sufficient that he knows the meaning of Lā ilāha illallāh. If he comes 
forth with its meaning: worships Allāh alone in truth, makes his 
worship sincerely for Him, abandons the worship of everything 
besides Him, and remains steadfast upon the Religion of Allāh — 
then that suffices him, even if he has not studied these conditions 
one by one. And the conditions themselves, then their meaning is 
clear. 
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The Conditions of Lā ilāha illallāh in Brief 

أ نِعْيَ : مٌْلعِ
َ

أوَ اهَانَعْمَ فَِرعْتَ نْ
َ

 .6ُا َِّ(إ ٌّقحَ دَوبُعْمَ َ( اهَانَعْمَ َّن

1. Knowledge (ʿIlm): 
That you know its meaning — and its meaning is that none has the 
right to be worshipped in truth except Allāh. 

أوَ : يٌِقَي
َ

أ يٍِقَي نْعَ لَْب كٍّشَ نْعَ َ( كَِلذَِب انًِقومُ نَوكَُت نْ
َ
 .6ُا َِّ(إ قٍَّبِ دَوبُعْمَ َ( هَُّن

2. Certainty (Yaqeen): 
That you are absolutely certain of that, without doubt or hesitation, 
having firm conviction that none deserves to be worshipped in 
truth except Allāh. 

Uْ6َِّ اهَُّكُ كَُتاَقدَصَ كَمُوْصَ كَُتَ�صَُ هدَحْوَِ 6َِِّ ةدَابَِعْلا صَِ�خِْإ نْمِ َّدُب َ( : صٌَ�خ ِ
 .ُهدَحْوَ

3. Sincerity (Ikhlās): 
That you make your worship sincerely for Allāh alone: your prayer, 
your fasting, your charity — all of it must be for Allāh alone. 

أ َّدُب َ( : ةٍَّبمََ عَمَ
َ

  لَُوسُرَ َّبِتُ ةًَقِداصَ ةًَّبمََ 6َا َّبِتُِ 6َِّ ةَُّبحَمَْلا نَوكَُت نْ
 .َ�عَوَ َّلجَِ 6اِ ةَّبمََ نْمِ َّدُب َ(

4. Love (Mahabbah): 
That you love Allāh with true love, and that you love His Messenger 
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(). There must be sincere love for Allāh, the Most High 
and Majestic. 

أ َّدُب َ( : قُدْصِّلا اذَكَهَوَ
َ

أ نَوُبذِكَْي يَِقِفانَمُْلا فَِِ�بِ كَِلذَ فِ اًقِداصَ نَوكَُت نْ
َ
أ اَّم

َ
 تَْن

أ اًقِداصَ اهَُلوقُتَفَ
َ
 .6ُا َِّ(إ ٌّقحَ دَوبُعْمَ َ( هَُّن

5. Truthfulness (Sidq): 
That you are truthful in this statement, unlike the hypocrites who 
utter it, but lie in their claim. As for you, you must say it truthfully 
— that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allāh. 

أوَُ هاوَسِ امَِ ةدَابَعِ كِرَْتوَُ هدَحْوَِ 6َِِّ ةدَابَِعْلا صَِ�خِْإ نْمِِ هْيَلعَ تَّْلدَ امَِل دُاقَْنتَ : دٌايَِقْناوَ
َ
ِ ءادَ

لْا نَمِ كََل 6ُا اهَعَشََ تَِّلا عِِئاََّشلا
َ
 .دٍايَِقْناوَ ةٍَّبمََ نْعَ هِاوََّلا كِرَْتوَِ رمِاوَ

6. Submission/Compliance (Inqiyād): 
That you submit and comply with what it necessitates: devoting 
worship sincerely to Allāh alone, abandoning the worship of all 
others besides Him, fulfilling the commands that He has obligated, 
and staying away from what He has forbidden — all upon love and 
submission. 

ِ ةدَابَِعْلا نَمِِ هْيَلعَ تَّْلدَ امَ لُبَقْتَُ هُّدرَُت َ(وَ عَُّْشلاِ هِب ءَاجَ امَ لُبَقْتَ : لُوبُقَْلا اذَكَهَوَ
  .ُهُّدرَُت َ(وَ صَِ�خْلِْاوَ دِيحِوَّْلاوَ

7. Acceptance (Qabool): 
That you accept what the Sharīʿah has brought and not reject it. 
You accept what this statement entails of worship, Tawhīd, and 
sincerity, without turning away from it. 
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 رْفُكَْي نْمَفَ﴿ :هَُناحَْبسُ لَاَق امَكَِ 6ا نِودُ نْمِ دُبَعْيُ امَِب نِارَفْكُْلا نَمِ َّدُب َ(وَ
 ﴾مٌيِلعَ عٌيمِسَ 6َُّاوَ اهََل مَاصَِفْنا َ( قَْثوُْلاِ ةوَرْعُْلاِب كَسَمْتَسْا دِقَفَِ 6َّاِب نْمِؤْيُوَ تِوغُاَّطلاِب
 256 :ةرقلا

8. Disbelief in Tāghūt (Kufr bit- Tāghūt): 
That you disbelieve in everything that is worshipped besides Allāh, 
as He, the Most Perfect and Exalted, has said: ‘Whoever disbelieves 
in the Tāghūt (false deities) and believes in Allāh has grasped 
the firmest handhold that will never break. And Allāh is All-
Hearing, All-Knowing.’ (Al-Baqarah 2:256) 

The meaning here is that you free yourself from all false deities, 
and believe in their falsehood, and have īmān that Allāh alone is 
the true Deity — and that whatever the people worship besides Him 
is false. So, you disbelieve in it and declare yourself free from it. 

 اهََل لِوـبُقَْلاوَ دٍايَِقْناوَ ةٍَّبمََ عَمَ كَُقدْصِوَ صٌَ�ـخUْ يٌِقَي مٌْلعِ
لْا نَمِِ هـَللِْا ىوَسِ امَِب كَْنمِ نُارَِفكُْلا اهَنُمِاَث دَيِزوَ

َ
أ دَْقِ ءايش

ُ
  لَِ

‘Knowledge, certainty, sincerity, and your truthfulness, 
Along with love, compliance, and acceptance of it. 
And add an eighth: rejecting whatever besides Allāh 
People have taken as deities from among created things.’ 

So, if the student of knowledge learns them, then he should act 
upon them. And as for the one who does not know them in detail, 
then it is sufficient that he understands the meaning of this 
statement—that he utters it with īmān, sincerity to Allāh, with 
certainty, and truthfulness, whilst freeing himself from the worship 
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of other than Allāh—and that he submits to the Law of Allāh. Such a 
person has achieved the intended goal, along with loving Allāh, the 
Most High, and loving His Religion. Yes.7 

  

 
7 From the website of Shaikh Ibn Bāz: 
https://binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/15667/ اھطورشو -الله- لاا - ھلا -لا- ىنعم   
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Categories of Tawheed 
Every verse that makes mention of the creation of the heavens and 
the earth and whatever is within them, between them and besides 
them enters the category of Tawhīd Ar-Rubūbiyyah which is to single 
out Allah alone with His Lordship, i.e., His ownership and His 
actions. 

Every verse that mentions Allah’s ʿIbādah (worship) with the 
command to worship Him alone and forbids from polytheism (shirk) 
enters the category of Tawhīd Al-Ulūhiyyah, i.e., to single out Allah 
alone with His worship and the fact that He is the sole God or Deity 
(Ilāh) worthy of worship. 

Furthermore, every verse that speaks about the Names and 
Attributes of Allah enters into the category of Tawhīd Al-Asmā was-
Sifāt, i.e., to single out Allah alone with His beautiful Names and His 
lofty Attributes. 

So, you will find all these categories of Tawhīd in the Book of Allah 
and for this reason, the scholars have said that Tawhīd is three 
categories, and no more. Therefore, we can summarise as follows: 

1. Tawhīd Al-Ulūhiyyah (or Tawhīd Al-ʿIbādah): to single out 
Allah alone as the sole God worthy of worship to whom we direct 
all our worship, taking the Messenger of Allah () as our 
example. 
2. Tawhīd Ar-Rubūbiyyah: to single out Allah alone in His 
Lordship: that He is the Creator, the Owner, the Lord, and to single 
Him out with His actions. 
3. Tawhīd Al-Asmā was-Sifāt: to affirm that which Allah has 
affirmed in the Qur’an of His Names and Attributes and that which 
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the Messenger of Allah () affirmed for Him in the 
authentic Sunnah―and they are understood upon their apparent 
meaning, without denying them, distorting them, saying ‘how’, or 
resembling them to the creation. 

The scholars did not invent this categorisation themselves. When 
they spoke concerning the three categories of Tawhīd, it was not an 
innovation (bidʿah)―they took it from the Book of Allah. 

As for the testification, ‘Lā ilāha illallāh’ then its meaning is:  

‘There is no deity worthy of worship, in truth, except for Allah.’ 
The misguided sects of Theological Speculation (ʿIlm Al-Kalām) such 
as the Muʿtazilah, Ashāʿirah, Māturīdiyyah, the Sufis and Mystics 
interpret Tawheed to mean merely oneness in Allah’s Lordship8. 
And that is a disastrous error.  

So, they said that ‘Lā ilāha illallāh’ means 

Jَ َإ قَِلاخJَِّ 9ُا 
‘There is no creator besides Allah.’  

  

 
8 Tawhīd Ar-Rubūbiyyah. 
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Hākimiyyah (Judgement and Rule) 
Others such as the Khawārij of this age and the political agitators of 
Al-Ikhwān al-Muslimoon said that ‘Lā ilāha illallāh’ means:  

Jَ َإ مَكِاحJَِّ 9ُا 

‘There is no judge (hākim) besides Allah.’ This interpretation is 
also false and deviated because the meaning of ‘Lā ilāha illallāh’ is, 
‘There is no deity worthy of worship in truth except for Allah.’ 

That is because judgement or rule (hukm) can refer to Allah’s 
Lordship and to Allah’s worship. As for His Lordship, then He is the 
One to whom the people refer to for judgement, He is the One who 
judges for His creation what is halāl and what is harām, He is the 
Legislator who’s Shareeʿah is followed and obeyed. And the servant 
worships Allah by adhering to His judgement, and His Law, and to 
the judgement of His Messenger (). 

Shaikh Al-Fawzān stated: So, the meaning of lā ilāha illallāh is: 

Jَ َإ قٍَّبِ دَوبُعْمJَِّ 9ُا 
‘There is nothing worthy of worship in truth except Allah.’ As for 
judgement (hākimiyyah), then it is a part of worship, and it is not 
the meaning or the definition of lā ilāha illallāh.  

Hākimiyyah enters into ʿuboodiyyah (worship) because to judge by 
the Shareeʿah of Allah is worship, but it is not the meaning of lā 
ilāha illallāh in totally. Rather, it is just a part of it. And lā ilāha 
illallāh encompasses all the various types of worship, just as Allah 
sated: 
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أٓ امَوَ
َ
أِ هْلَِإ حِٓوُن Jَِّإ لٍوسَُّر نمِ كَِلْبقَ نمِ انَْلسَرْ

َ
أٓ Jَِّإ هَـٰلَِإٓ Jَ ۥهَُّن

َ
 نِودُبُعْٱفَ۠ اَن

� 
‘And We sent not before you any messenger, O Muhammad, 
except We revealed to him that ‘there is no deity except Me, so 
worship Me’.’9  

So, the meaning of lā ilāha illallāh is: 

 6ُا َِّ(إ قٍّبَِ دَوبُعْمَ َ(
‘There is nothing worthy of worship in truth except Allah.’”10 

  

 
9 Al-Anbiyā: 25 
10 Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJmS-8zCEl4 official 
channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VJmS-8zCEl4
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The Text  
Shaikhul-Islām Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhāb () said: 

It reported from Abu Hurayrah () from Allah’s Messenger 
():  

 ِهدَِيوَِ هِناسَِل نْمِ نَومُِلسْمُْلا مَِلسَ نْمَ مُِلسْمُلا
“A Muslim is one from whose speech and hand other Muslims 
are safe.”11  

Bahz Ibn Hakīm Ibn Muʿāwiyah narrated from his father from his 
grandfather that he asked Allah’s Messenger () about 
Islam. So, he () replied: 

أ
َ
أوَِ 9َِّ كَبَْلقَ مَِلسُْت نْ

َ
أوَ 9َِّا َِ إ كَهَجْوَ لَِّوَُت نْ

َ
 ةََبوتُكْمَْلاَ ةDََّصلا لَِّصَُت نْ

 ةَضَورُفْمَْلا ةَكََّزلا يَدِّؤَُتوَ
“Islam is that you submit your heart to Allah; that you turn 
your face to Allah; that you pray the prescribed Prayers, and 
that you pay the obligatory charity (Zakāh).” Reported by Imām 
Ahmad.12 

 
11 This wording is reported by Muslim in his Saheeh (no. 41) from Jābir Ibn 
Abdullāh (). As for the hadīth of Abu Hurayrah (), then it is 
reported by Ahmad (2/379), At-Tirmidhi (no. 2627)—graded authentic by 
Al-Albānī. Also, An-Nasā’ī (4998), authenticated by Ibn Hibbān and Al-
Hākim, with the wording: “A believer is one whom the people feel safe 
as it relates to their lives and wealth.”  
12 A hasan hadīth, reported by Ahmad in Al-Musnad (5/3 no. 20022), At-
Tabarānī in Al-Kabīr (19/426, no. 1036), Ibn Hibbān (no. 160). It is a good 
chain of narration through Bahz Ibn Hakīm through other routes of 
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Abu Qilābah () reported from a man from the people of Shām 
from his father that he asked Allah’s Messenger ():  

 مDَُسْلِا امَ
أ لَاقَ

َ
 كَدَِيوَ كَِناسَِل نْمِ نَومُِلسْمُْلا مََلسَْيوَِ 9َِّ كَبَْلقَ مَِلسُْت نْ

أ لَاقَ
َ

أ مDَِسْلِا ُّي
َ
 لُضَْف

 نُامَيلِا لَاقَ
 نُامَيلِا امَوَ لَاقَ
أ لَاقَ

َ
 تِوْمَْلا دَعْبَ ثِعَْلْاوَِ هِلسُرُوَِ هِبتُكُوَِ هِتكَِئDَمَوَِ 9َّاِب نَمِؤُْت نْ

“What is Islam?” He replied, “That you submit your heart to 
Allah, and that the Muslims are safe from your tongue and 
hand.” Then he asked, “Which Islam is the best?” The Messenger 
() replied, “Al-Imān (Faith).” He asked, “And what is Al-
Imān?” The Messenger () answered, “That you believe in 
Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers and the 
Resurrection after death.”13  

  

 
transmission reported by Ahmad, An-Nasā’ī and Al-Hākim―see As-
Saheehah of Al-Albānī (no. 369).  
13 Reported by Abdur-Razzāq in Al-Musannaf (11/127, no. 20107), Ahmad in 
Al-Musnad from Abu Qilābah from ʿAmr Ibn ʿAbasah (4/114). There is an 
unknown narrator in the chain of narration, but the meaning of the hadīth 
is sahīh due to narrations reported by Al-Bukhāri and Muslim with this 
meaning. Also, Al-Arnāʿūt in his checking of Al-Musnad of Imām Ahmad 
declared it to be sahīh (28/252). 
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Commentary: Imām Ibn Bāz () 
These narrations prove that Islam is general and encompassing ―it 
includes the pillars and other matters. So, a true Muslim fulfils the 
pillars and whatever else that Allah has obligated upon him ―and 
he withholds from oppressing the people and from transgressing 
the limits of Allah. 

Additional Comments About Islam and 
Imān 
Does Islam increase and decrease just as Imān increases and 
decreases?  

Shaikh Sālih Ālush-Shaikh said: “The majority of Ahlus-Sunnah 
hold that Islam is the same as Imān in that it is described with 
increasing and decreasing.”  

The following are important points to note in this discussion: 

ONE: People differ with respect to their submission:  

a)  There is a submission to Allah (istislām) of Tawhīd14 that is 
obligatory and binding―so whoever abandons it has disbelieved 
―or by refusing it, has not entered Islam. 

b) There is a submission to those aspects of Islam such that if a 
person abandons submission to them, then he is sinful or 

 
14 Tawhīd is to single out Allah with His sole worship, Lordship and His 
Names and Attributes. The Prophets and Messengers were sent to call 
their people to establish the worship of Allah alone and to abandon the 
worship of all the false deities.  
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deficient―this is because he is deficient in the aspect of yielding to 
Allah with obedience (al-inqiyādu lillāhi bit-tāʿah). 

TWO: As for the testification that Muhammad () is the 
slave and Messenger of Allah―then that encompasses the 
following:  

a) Obeying his commands.  

b) Avoiding what he had prohibited.  

c) That one does not worship Allah except according to the way of 
the Prophet () and his legislation.  

So, the people are of different levels in these three matters―even 
in their belief in the Prophet (), the people differ. So, all 
of this proves that Islam can be complete in some people, less than 
complete in other people and non-existent in others. 

THREE: Islam has been explained as the Five Pillars which include 
the actions such as the Prayer, Zakāh, Fasting and Hajj. And there 
are further narrations that explain Islam with other affairs such as 
people being safe from the harm of one’s tongue, hand and so on. 
So, in these matters too, the people are of different levels.  

Imām Al-Ājurri () cited from Al-Hasan () a statement he 
made to Muhammad Ibn ʿAli () that: “Imān increases and 
decreases―it increases with obedience and decreases with 
disobedience. As for Islam, it cannot be said that it increases 
and decreases.”  

Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728H ) commented: “This is based on the 
fact that Islam is testification as is authentically reported from Az-
Zuhrī ( d. 124 H) that he said, ‘Islam is testification and Imān is 
actions.’ Meaning that to merely testify with the shahādatayn 
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(There is none worthy of worship except Allah and Muhammad is 
the Messenger of Allah) a person takes the ruling of being a Muslim. 
So, in this there can be no increase or decrease. But if what is 
intended by Islam is to act on all of the outward obligations, then 
that is prone to increase and decrease just like Imān.”15  

Islam and Imān when Mentioned Together and 
Separately in the Texts 

Shaikh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah () explained: When either 
Islam or Imān are mentioned [textually] on their own without the 
other, they carry the same meaning, but when they both appear 
together [in texts] they carry separate specific meanings. So, when 
Islam is mentioned on its own without Imān then what is intended 
is the whole of the Religion, the apparent and hidden deeds. And 
when Imān is mentioned on its own without Islam, then that too 
intends the whole of the Religion. But when the two of them are 
mentioned together, then they carry separate meanings. In that 
case, Islam means the outward acts alongside submission of the 
heart and its compliance ―and Imān means the hidden deeds (i.e., 
belief and action of the heart).16 

Shaikh Ibn Bāz stated: 

 ناميلا نل قDطلا دنع ناميلا وه مDسلاو مDسلا وه ناميلا
 كلذك مDسلاو لمع وأ لوق نم مDسلاب قلعتي ام كو بولقلا قيدصت
 كرتو هرماوأ ةعاطو ل صDخلاو هديحوتب ل عوضلاو 9 دايقنJا وه

 
15 Ash-Sharīʿah of Al-Ājurri (2/593) with its commentary. 
16 See Kitāb Al-Imān of Ibn Taymiyyah (p. 287). 
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 مDُسْلِاِ 9َّا دَْنعِ نَيلِّا َّنِإ 	لاق امك رخلا لمش امهدحأ قلطأ اذإف	هيهاون
 .كلذ ف لخاد ناميلاو :نعي

“Imān is Islam and Islam is Imān in general because Imān is belief 
in the heartand everything that is connected to Islam from speech 
and action. Islam likewise is to believe in Allah and to humble 
oneself to Him in His worship (tawheed), and with sincerity; to 
obey His commands and to avoid His prohibitions. So, when either 
one is mentioned, it includes the other, just as Allah has said: 

 مDُسْلِاِ 9َّا دَْنعِ نَيلِّا َّنِإ

‘Indeed, the Religion with Allah [in totality] is Islam.’17 Meaning 
that Imān enters into that. 

 ةنطالا لامعلا وه ناميلاو ةرهاظلا لامعلا وه مDسلا نإف اعج اذإ امأ
 مDسلا نع صلى الله عليه وسلم بلا لأس هنأ ليبج ثيدح ف امك امهنيب عج اذإ
 ةDصلاو يتداهشلك ةرهاظلا روملاب مDسلا صلى الله عليه وسلم بلا ل سف ناميلاو
 9اب نمؤت نأ:	لاق ةنطالا روملاب ناميلا ل سفو جلاو مايصلاو ةكزلاو
 .هشو هيخ ردقلابو رخلا مولابو هلسرو هبتكو هتكئDمو

However, when they are mentioned together, then Imān are the 
hidden actions. When the two of them are mentioned together as in 
the hadeeth of Jibreel, when he asked the Prophet () 
about Islam and Imān, the Prophet () explained each of 
them by saying that Islam are the outward actions such as the two 
shahādahs, the Prayer, the Zakāt, Fasting and Hajj. Then he 

 
17 Aali ʿImrān: 19. 
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explained that Imān are the hidden affairs saying: ‘That you believe 
in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Messengers, the Last Day and 
Qadar, its good and evil.  

 لامعلا هب دارملا مDسلا نوكي عامتجJا دنع امهنيب قرفلا وه اذه
 رخلا هيف لخدي امهدحأب قلطأ نإو ةنطالا لامعلا ناميلاو ةرهاظلا
 9ا Jإ لإ J :لوق اهلضفأف ةبعش نوعبسو عضب ناميلا:	صلى الله عليه وسلم لوق اذكهو
 عضب ناميلا : ناميلا نم ةبعش ءايلاو قيرطلا نع ىذلا ةطامإ اهاندأو
 Jإ لإ J ناميلا لضفأ:	ركذ اذهلو مDسلا هيف لخدي اذه ةبعش نوعبسو
 هيف لخد قلطأ اذإ ناميلا نأ Æ كلذ لدف مDسلا لصأ هو 9ا
 ةنسلا لهأ دنع ناميلا هيف لخد مDسلا قلطأ اذإ اذكهو ،مDسلا

 

This is the difference between them when they are brought 
together. Islam refers to the outward actions, and Imān refers to 
the hidden actions. But, when only one of them is mentioned, it 
includes the other, such as the saying of the Prophet (): 
‘Imān is 70 and odd branches. Its highest level is the saying ‘lā 
ilāha illallāh’, its lowest level is to remove something harmful 
from the path, and shyness or modesty is from Imān.’  

‘Imān is 70 and odd branches’ includes Islam. For this reason, he 
mentioned, ‘The best of Imān is lā ilāha illallāh’ and that 
statement is the foundation of Islam. And this proves that when 
Imān is mentioned on its own it includes Islam. And likewise, when 
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Islam is mentioned on its own, it includes Imān—that is the position 
of Ahlus-Sunnah.”18   

 
18 binbaz.org.sa/fatwas/17447/ ملاسلااو - نامیلاا - نیب - قرفلا  


