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Praise is due to Allah, we praise Him and we
seek His help and His forgiveness. We seek
refuge with Allah from the evil of our own
souls and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever
Allah guides will never be led astray and
whomsoever is led astray, no one can guide. |
bear witness that none has the right to be
worshipped but Allah, alone without partner
or associate, and that Muhammad (Jz.E4fe)
is His slave and His Messenger. To proceed:

Mu'adh bin Jabal (i2is;) was from the great
learned men among the Companions of Al-
lah's Messenger (Jaskdflz)— he was con-
sidered to be among the foremost of the
Scholars. He was from the seventy who wit-
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nessed the pledge of Al-‘Agabah. He became
Muslim at the age of 18. When he embraced
Islam, he would break the idols of the tribe of
Bani Salamah along with Tha'labah bin
‘Anamah and Abdullah bin Unays.

The Messenger (dz&idfle) made a brother-
hood pact between Mu'adh and Abdullah lbn
Mas'lid (£2is5). He participated at the battle of
Badr at the age of 20, then he joined the
battles that followed such as Uhud and
Khandaq alongside the Prophet (dzsaesifie).

And it is known that he was the most know-
ledgeable of the Ummah concerning the halal
and haram (lawful and unlawful). The Messen-
ger (Jzakiifle) stated:
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"The most merciful of my nation to my nation
is Abu Bakr, and the sternest of them concern-
ing the commandments of Allah is ‘Umar, the
truly most modest of them is ‘Uthman bin ‘Af-
fan. The most knowledgeable of them con-
cerning the lawful and unlawful is Mu'adh bin
Jabal, the most knowledgeable of them con-
cerning the laws of inheritance is Zaid bin
Thabit, the best reciter of the Qur'an among
them is Ubayy bin Ka'b, and every nation has
a trustworthy one, and the trustworthy one of
this nation is Abu ‘Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah.”

Mu'adh was from the most virtuous of the
youth, devout in obedience, humble, shy,
generous, handsome, he would apply kohl to

1 Ahmad (13991), Ibn Majah (154), Tirmidhi (3790),
Ilbn Hibban (7131), Al-Hakim (5784).
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his eyes, he had a bright and radiant face. He
would sit behind the Prophet (Js5:%4() on the
riding beast and and listen to his words and
admonitions. The Prophet (ds:kd{e) took
Mu'adh (£2diz) by his hand and informed him
that he loved him for Allah’s sake.? The Proph-
et (Jsakdfle) walked alongside him and
Mu'adh was on his riding beast and bade him
farewell when he sent him to Yemen. The
Prophet ({z5.4>) said to Mu'adh (tedis):
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2 Abu Dawid (1522).
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"You are going to some people among the
People of the Book (Jews and Christians). Call
them to bear witness that none has the right
to be worshipped but Allah, and that | am the
messenger of Allah. If they obey that, then tell
them that Allah has enjoined upon them five
prayers every day and night. If they obey that,
then tell them that Allah has enjoined upon
them charity (Zakat) from their wealth, to be
taken from their rich and given to their poor.
If they obey that, then beware of taking the
best of their wealth. And beware of the sup-
plication of the oppressed, for there is no bar-
rier between that and Allah.”3

3 lbn Majah (1783)
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The Messenger (Jz:k4fle) died whilst Mu'adh
was still in Yemen. After the death of the Mes-
senger (dz:&4fz), Mu'adh moved to Sham.

Mu'adh (izdiz) died as a martyr in the

‘Amawas plague that afflicted the land of
Sham at the age of just 34 in the year 18AH#

His full name was was Mu'adh bin Jamal bin
‘Amr Ibn Al-Ansari and Al-Khazraji, the Imam of
the Jurists, and among the greatest of the
scholars (£24is).

The knowledge of Mu'adh is seen in his re-
minders and admonitions. He would encour-
age with the seeking of knowledge and ex-
plain that the fruits of knowledge are seen in
the world even before the Hereafter. He
stated:

"Seek knowledge and learn it because acquir-
ing it for Allah’s sake is to be in awe of Him

4ltis also said he was 33 or 38 years old.
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(khashyah), to seek it is worship (‘ibadah) of
Him, to revise it is to glorify Him (tasbih), to
search for it and research into it is Jihad, to
teach it to someone who doesn't know it is
charity (sadagah), to impart it to one’s family
is to come close to them— that is because
knowledge is the milestone and signpost for
what is halal and haram, the beacon (or min-
aret) for the people of Jannah, it is a friend
when there is loneliness, a companion among
strangers, a voice that speaks when one is
alone, a guide in times of ease and hardship,
a weapon against the enemies and a beauti-
fication in the company of friends.

Indeed Allah raises people through know-
ledge and it makes them, through its good-
ness, into leaders and Imams. It makes them
individuals whose path is followed, and their
deeds are emulated, and the views are taken,
and the angels seek their close friendship
(khullah), their wings cover them, and every
living and animate being seeks forgiveness
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for them, even the fish in the seas and its in-
sects, the wild predators, the birds and the
cattle.

That is because knowledge is life for the
hearts from a state of ignorance, and it is the
shining lamp for the sights from a state of
darkness. One reaches the heights of the vir-
tue through knowledge and the highest of
stations in this life and the next.

Reflecting over knowledge is equivalent to
fasting; and studying it is equivalent to giyam
(praying at night). By way of it the kinship is
connected, and the halal matters are known
from the haram— the limbs and the deeds
follow it, the blessed ones are guided by it
and the wretched ones are prevented from
it.”s

5 Hilyatul-Awliya (1/239 slightly abridged).
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Yazid bin ‘Umairah was a student of Mu‘adh.
He said: Whenever Mu‘adh sat in a gathering
to teach, he would say: "Allah is a just arbiter
and those who doubt that are destroyed.”
Then Mu'adh (i24is) said:
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“Indeed ahead of you there will be afflictions
(fitan) wherein there will be abundant wealth.

And in those times, the Quran will be easy so
much so that the believer, hypocrite, man,
woman, young, grown up, slave and free man
will learn it.
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Then perhaps a person will say: “"What is
wrong with the people that they do not follow
me while | read the Quran? They are not go-
ing to follow me until | introduce an innova-
tion for them.”

So avoid that which is innovated in the reli-
gion, for whatever is innovated is misguid-
ance."¢

So Mu‘adh has highlighted a reality, and that is
that there are people who are not satisfied
with what they find in the religion. They want
novelties and innovations so as to imitate the
other nations. So perhaps a reciter learns the
Quran and he is misguided or has with him
nifag (hypocrisy) and he invites people to his
deviation by claiming his attachment to the
Quran.

6 Abu Dawud (4611) declared sahih by Al-Albani.
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Or that he is a man of Sunnah, and he learns
the Quran, but people turn away from him un-
til he innovates for them in the Religion be-
cause the Quran and Sunnah does not suffice
them due to their yearning for deviation and
the Shaytan’s beguilement of them. So Mu‘adh
warned them from innovations, because the
Quran and Sunnah (upon the understanding
of the Sahabah) are sufficient.

And it is true of our times that the followers of
the Sunnah are strangers in their lands and
even in their homes. And this is due to the fact
that they follow the Sunnah. So it is not permit-
ted to leave the Sunnah due to the large
amount of people of misguidance surround-
ing you. And what matters is that you are upon
the truth even if you are few as |lbn Mas'ad
(£285) said: “"The Jama'ah is whatever agrees

with the truth, even if you are by yourself.”

Then Mu'adh (i24is5) went on to say:
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"And | warn you of the deviation of a scholar
from right-guidance, for sometimes Shaytan
utters a word of error through the tongue of a
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scholar. And sometimes a hypocrite may
speak a word of truth.”

Yazid bin ‘Umairah said to Mu'adh Ibn Jabal: “I
am at a loss to understand, may Allah have
mercy on you, that a learned man sometimes
may speak a word of error and a hypocrite
may speak a word of truth?” He replied: "Yes,
avoid the well-known erroneous speech of a
learned man but be not discouraged from
him, for it is possible that he may retract [his
mistake]— and accept the truth when you
hear it, for truth is light.” lbn Ishaq explained:
"Yes, such that you are doubtful about the
speech of a scholar until you say: ‘What did
he mean by this word?""7

So this a fitnah that is common upon the
people: how to deal with the mistakes of a
person who has knowledge. So the people fall
into three categories:

7 Abu Dawad (4611), sahih.
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A group who just cannot accept that their
shaikh can be mistaken. They will not ac-
cept criticism of him or accept he was er-
roneous.

A group who see a mistake from a scholar,
and they will never excuse him. So they
bring him down without a thought and
without clarifying the truth to him, or even
accepting his correction.

The third way is in between the two ex-
tremes and that is the way of Ahlus-Sunnah
and Mu'adh (&24is;) and the Salaf. That is to
respect the |eve| of the scholar, not to
blindly follow him in his mistakes and er-
rors, and to wait for his correction after he
has been corrected. Leave the ‘ulama to
speak concerning his error and the level of
his slip— they will inform the layman
whether his error is sufficient to remove
him from Ahlus-Sunnah or whether it is an
acceptable (or erroneous) ijtihad.
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Abu ‘Umar Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr (ii%5;) stated: “The
scholars have compared the slip of an ‘Alim to
a sinking ship because if a ship sinks, then
with it will sink a large number of people... so
it is not permitted for anyone to give a fatwa
or to base his religion on a saying for which
he doesn’t know the proof."s

Mu‘adh died in 18AH in the plague in Sham.
The Prophet (dz.E4fle) said, “Whoever [from
the Muslims] dies of an abdominal disease is
a martyr, and whoever dies from the plague is
a martyr.” He buried his son and daughter
who died from the plague, then he was afflic-
ted with it.

Mu'adh (idiz) narrated that the Prophet

(Js4kdie) said: “The people of Paradise shall
enter Paradise without body hair, with youth-

8 Jami’ Al-Bayan al-"llm wa Fadlihi (2/982) abridged.
9 Bukhari (5733).
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ful features, with Kohl on their eyes and thirty
years of age or thirty-three."10

In a narration it is stated that people will enter
Paradise upon the height of Adam (60 cubits),
with the beauty of Yusuf, the age of ‘Isa (i.e. 33
years) and the heart of Ayoub (3Ellgk)."m May
Allah be pleased with Mu'adh and enter him
into Jannah.

So fear Allah and be dutiful O Muslims! Seek
knowledge, hasten to perform righteous
deeds, seek forgiveness for your sins and
hope for the reward from Allah for He is the
Most Generous and Most Kind.

We ask Allah to grant us the success to wor-
ship Him, and obey Him as He deserves— we
ask Him to forgive us and show us His mercy.

10 Tirmidhi (2545). See As-Sahihah (6/1224).
11 See As-Sahihah (no. 2512), (6/45).
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And all praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the
worlds. And may the peace and blessings of
Allah be upon the Messenger, his family, his
Companions and true followers.

Abu Khadeejah Abdul-Wahid Alam
29th November 2019
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