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UNDTERSTANDING

The Names and
Attributes of Allah

Salafiyyah is to follow the Qur’an
and Sunnah upon the understanding
of the Prophet’'s Companions
(#24i). A Salafi is one who truly
adheres to this Path.

Abu Khadeejah '‘Abdul-Wahid
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Understanding The Names &
Attributes of Allah

The Imam, lbn ‘Abdul-Barr Al-Andulast Al-Maliki (d.
463H) stated: “Ahlus-Sunnah agree in
acknowledging, affirming and believing in all of
the Attributes mentioned in the Qur'an and
Sunnah: that they are accepted upon their
apparent meaning and not metaphorically. And
Ahlus-Sunnah do not state "how” the Attributes of
Allah are, at all. As for Ahlul-Bid'ah: the Jahmiyyah,
the Mu'tazilah and the Khawarij, then all of them
reject this. They do not accept any of the Attributes
upon their apparent and real meanings. They claim
that whoever affirms the Attributes has likened
Allah to the created beings. Whilst with those who
affirm the Attributes, these Ahlul-Bid’ah have
negated from the One who is worshipped [His
Attributes]. The truth is what is stated by those who
speak with the Book of Allah and with the Sunnah
of His Messenger (dsskd{l), and they are the
Scholars of the Jama'ah (Ahlus-Sunnah), and all
praise is due to Allah."

T At-Tamhid 7/145
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‘Ali Ibn Hasan lbn Shaqiq (d. 215H) said: | said to
Abdullah Ibn Al-Mubarak (d.181H), "How are we
to know our Lord?” He said: "He is above the
Seventh Heaven, over His Throne. And it is not to
be said as the Jahmiyyah say: Allah is right here
on earth.”?

2 Sahih: Al-Bukhari: Khalg Af'al Al-'Ibad, p.6, Adh-Dhahabr:
Al-Arba’in fi Sifat Rabbil-Alamin, no. 10, Ad-Darimi: Ar-
Radd ‘alal-Marisi, p. 103, Ibn Battah: Ibanah, p. 232, lbnul-
Qayyim: ljtima’ Al-Juydsh al-Islamiyyah, p. 44, 83.
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“The Day Allah will place all
the Heavens on a Finger, the
Earths on a Finger, the Trees
on a Finger...”

The People of Sunnah and the Jamé&'ah affirm for
Allah His Names and Attributes as He has affirmed
them for Himself and as the Messenger (Jasfediie)
affirmed them for Him, without negating them or
denying them, and without explaining them away
with metaphorical meanings. And the People of
Sunnah never liken Allah's Attributes to His creation.
Instead, we narrate them as they have been
revealed in the Book and Sunnah, and we affirm the
truthfulness of them.

From the earliest sects who rejected and refused to
affirm the Attributes of Allah were the Jahmiyyah,
founded by Jahm lbn Safwan (executed 128AH).
And the People of the Qur'an and Sunnah have
refuted them throughout the centuries. Then from
the Jahmiyyah arose other sects who explained the
Attributes of Allah to mean other than what is
apparent from the wording of the Quran and

abukhadeejah.com



Sunnah claiming they were fleeing from resembling
Allah with the creation! So they spoke about Allah
upon conjecture and without knowledge. So the
People of Sunnah refuted these negators on two
grounds. Firstly, for rejecting the actual Attribute of
Allah which is stated explicitly in the Quranic
wording (such as the Face of Allah, Hand of Allah,
the Ascending of Allah, etc.) Secondly, for inventing
a metaphor that they know is based on innovated
opinions and conjecture (such as claiming the Hand
of Allah means His power).

At-Tirmidhi stated, “It has been said by more than
one scholar from the People of Knowledge
about this narration and similar reports
regarding the Attributes of Allah - and that our
Lord (153%5) descends to the nearest heaven
every night. So the scholars said: ‘Affirm these
narrations, have faith in them, do not imagine
them, nor ask how.’ The likes of this have been
narrated from Malik Ibn Anas (d. 179H), Sufyan
Ath-Thawri (d. 161H), Sufyan lbn ‘Uyainah (d.
198H) and Abdullah Ibn Al-Mubarak (d. 181H).
All who stated about such narrations, ‘Leave
them as they are, without asking how.’ Such is
the saying of the People of Knowledge
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from Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama‘'ah. However,
the Jahmiyyah oppose these narrations and say,
'This is resemblance (tashbih)!' However, Allah
the Most High, has mentioned in various places
in His Book, His Attribute of Hand, Hearing and
Seeing but the Jahmiyyah falsely interpret these
verses, explaining them in a way other than how
they are explained by the People of Knowledge.
They say, ‘Allah did not create Adam with His
own Hand.' They say that Hand means power.
Ishaq lbn Ibrahim Ar-Rahuyah (d. 238H) said,
‘Resemblance is when it is said: ‘Hand like my
hand, or similar to my hand.! Or it is said,
'Hearing like my hearing, or similar to my
hearing.’ Then this would be a resemblance. But
if what is being said is what Allah Himself has
said, 'Hand, Hearing and Seeing’ and it is not
asked how, nor is it said, ‘Like my hearing or
similar to my hearing.” Then it is not a
resemblance. Allah, the Most Blessed and Most
High, said in His Book, ‘There is none like unto
Him, and He is the All-Hearing, All-Seeing.'™

3 See As-Sunan of At-Tirmidhi no. 662
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Abu Hafs Ibn Shahin (d. 385H) said: Abdullah Ibn
Sulaiman lbn Ash'ath As-Sijistani narrated to us
saying: My father related to me from Sulaiman Ibn
Harb, who said: Hammad ibn Zaid (died 179H)
said: “The example of the Jahmiyyah is like a man
to whom it is said: ‘Do you have a date palm tree
in your gardens?’ So he says: ‘Yes.' Then it is said
to him: ‘Does it have fresh green branches?’ He
responds: ‘No." Then it is said to him: ‘Does it have
dried up branches?’ He responds: ‘No." Then it is
said to him: ‘Does it have low or fallen branches
on the ground?’ He responds: ‘No.' Then it is said
to him: ‘Does it have a trunk?’ He responds: ‘No.’
Then it is said to him: ‘Does it have roots?’ He
responds: ‘No." So it is said to him: “Then you have
no date palm tree in your grounds!’ It is said to
the Jahmiyyah: ‘Do you have a Lord?' They say:
'Yes." Then it is said to them: ‘Does He speak?’
They respond: ‘No." Then it is said to them: '‘Does
He have a Hand?' They respond: ‘No." Then it is
said to them: ‘Does He have a foot?' They
respond: ‘No.” Then it is said to them: ‘Does He
have a finger?’ They respond: ‘No." Then it is said
to them: ‘Does He become pleased and does He
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get angry?’ They respond: '‘No." So it is said to
them: “You have no Lord!""4

Abdulladh Ibn Mas'id (£24iz) said, “A Jewish Rabbi
came to Allah's Messenger and said, 'O
Muhammad, we learn that Allah will place all the
Heavens on a Finger, the earths on a finger, the
trees on a Finger, the water on a Finger, the soil
on a Finger and the rest of the creation on a
Finger. Then He will say, ‘l am the King.' So the
Prophet (ji:kiflz) laughed till his pre-molar
teeth became visible in affirmation of the
truthfulness of the speech of the Rabbi. Then the

Prophet (. E4{>) recited,
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‘They made not a just estimate of Allah as is due
to Him. And on the Day of Resurrection, the

4 Al-Kitab Al-Latif li-Sharh Madhahib Ahlus-Sunnah, no. 35.
The narration is authentic, reported by Abdullah lbn
Ahmad in As-Sunnah, no. 9-10
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whole of the earth will be grasped by His Hand,
and the heavens will be rolled up in His Right
Hand. Exalted is He, free of all imperfections,
High above all that they associate as partners
with Him.5"6 In a wording, he (Ju.&sfle) said,
“Allah will roll up the heavens on the Day of
Resurrection and take them in His Right Hand
and say, ‘l am the King! Where are the tyrants
and where are the haughty ones?'"’

So our Lord is as He has described Himself and as
the Messenger (Juaksfle) has described Him
without any resemblance to the creation, “There is
none like unto Him, He is the All-Hearing, the
All-Seeing.”8 This is the saying of the early Muslim
scholars.

BENEFITS:

5 Surah Az-Zumar:67
6 Reported by Al-Bukhari no. 4711, Muslim no. 2786
7 Muslim no. 2788

8 Ash-Shara 42:11
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1. Look how the Messenger (dsEidfe)
confirmed the statement of the Jewish Rabbi
regarding the Attribute of Fingers for Allah.
Furthermore, the Prophet (Juskd{ie) recited from
the Book of Allah regarding the Attribute of Hands
for Allah, and that He, the Perfect and Most High,
will grasp the earth by His Hand and the heavens
will be rolled up in His right Hand.

2. This tremendous narration exposes the falsehood
of the Ash’ari and Maturidi sects who claim that
whenever the Attributes of Allah such as these are
mentioned, it is obligatory to explain them away
with metaphorical explanations such that the
Fingers and Hands of Allah are not taken upon their
apparent meanings because these Attributes (as
they claim) cannot be affirmed for Allah because
"they resemble” the attributes of the creation. If this
doctrine of the Ash’aris were correct, then it would
necessitate that the Messenger (Ju.Edflz) be
obligated to explain to the Jewish Rabbi that these
Attributes are to be understood metaphorically, so
that the Rabbi does not walk away thinking that
indeed Allah has REAL fingers or REAL hands.
Instead, the Messenger (i) smiled at the
saying of the Rabbi, and agreed with it, such that
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the Prophet’s “molar teeth were visible” as occurs
in the narration of Sahth Muslim. After that, the
Prophet (Jzasfie) himself recited from the Book of
Allah a verse that further confirmed what would
take place on the Day of Resurrection, “The whole
of the earth will be grasped by His Hand, and
the heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand.”
Abu Hanifah (d. 150H) stated in Al-Fighul-Akbar,
“Allah has a Hand, a Face and a Self just as Allah,
the Most High, has said in the Qur'an when He
mentioned the Hand, Face and Self. He has
attributes without saying ‘how’. It is not to be
said: ‘His Hand means His power and His
bounty’ because by doing so entails rejection of
the Attribute.”’

3. This narration shows the understanding of the
narrator lbn Mas'td (£28iz5) and the Companions in
general that they took the narrations that mention
the Attributes of Allah upon their apparent
meanings while freeing Him (d&3%) from any
resemblance to the creation, due to their reciting
and understanding the statement of Allah,

9 See Sharh ‘Aqidah At-Tahawiyyah of lbn Abil-'lzz Al-
Hanafi (d. 792H), p. 137
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"There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the
All-Hearer, the All-Seer.”'0 So they would affirm
Fingers and Hands for Allah upon their true and
apparent meanings without making a resemblance
or likeness to the creation. And that is the madhhab
and belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jam&’ah and the
early Salaf of this Ummah, the great imams of the
first three centuries, and those who followed their
path precisely without deviating to the sects of
denial and distortion such as the Ash’aris.

10 Ash-Shara 42:11
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“Between the Kursi and the
water is the distance of 500
years, and the Throne is
above the water, and Allah is
above the Throne...”

So our Lord is as He has described Himself without
likeness. He is the Most High above the seven
heavens over His Throne. Ibn Jarir At-Tabari
reports!’  with his chain of narration to the
Companion lbn Mas'ld (e4%s) who said: “When |
narrate to you a hadith | will bring to you its
truthfulness from the Book of Alldh. The Prophet
(Jsskdfie) said, “When a person says:
subhanallah wabi hamdihi, alhamdulillah, Ia
ilaha illallah, wallahu akbar tabarakallah - an
angel takes these words and places them under
his wing, then he ascends with them into the
sky. The angel does not pass any of the
gatherings of the angels [during his ascent]

1 Tafsir 22/120.

abukhadeejah.com



except that those angels seek forgiveness for
the one who uttered those words until he greets
(or comes to) the Face of the Most Merciful with
them.” Then Abdullah Ibn Mas'ad recited:

B35 Rla R ’;.Mu/j“ & KASW]

“"To Him ascends good speech, and righteous
deeds exalt the good speech.”'2 13

Abu Ja'far At-Tahawhi (d. 321H) stated in his
‘Agidah, "And He (Allah) has no need of the
Throne or whatever is beneath it. He
encompasses everything and is above it (« i, ;).

12 Fatir: 10.

3 Al-Mundhiri cited this very same wording in At-Targhib
wat-Tarhib (2/432-433, hadith no. 36). He said: “It was
reported by Al-Hakim who said: ‘It has an authentic chain
of narration.’ So this narration affirms the Face of Allah as
well as the fact that Allah is above, as stated by Abu Isma'l
Al-Harawee (d. 481H) in his Kitab Al-Arba’in Fi Dal&’ilit-
Tawhid (no. 17).
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And He has made His creation incapable of
encompassing.”’4

Ibn ‘Uthaimin said, “There appears in some books
of the people of theological rhetoric (Ahlul-kalam)
where they say: ‘It is not allowed to describe Allah
with being in a particular direction at all” They reject
the highness of Alldh and that He is above, thinking
that affirming this direction for Allah necessitates
placing limits upon Him. But this is not the case
because we know that above the Throne there is
nothing from the creation, there is none over it
except Allah, and there is absolutely nothing of His
creation that encompasses or confines Him. So we
say: Allah is in the direction of above because
Alldh's Messenger (dsakd{ie) said to the slave-
girl, "Where is Allah?’ The term ‘where’ is seeking
to know the place. So she replied: ‘Above the
sky.! So she affirmed that Alldh is above, and the
Prophet (Jz5:%4{) confirmed that and said: ‘Free
her, for she is a believer.” (Sahith Muslim no. 33) So
the direction affirmed for Allah is not lowly - and
Highness for Allah is affirmed by the Fitrah (innate
nature), sound intellect and the revealed text. The

14 Nos. 50-51
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affirmation of direction for Allah is not
encompassment of Him because of the fact that His
Footstool (Al-Kursi) extends over the Heavens and
Earth, and it is the place of His two Feet, so how can
anything from His creations confine him!? So He is
in the direction of above without any confinement,
and it is not permitted to say: ‘There is something
that confines Him or encompasses Him. We
say: There is over the ‘Arsh (the Throne) nothing
besides Allah, the Most Perfect, free of all
imperfections.”’s

To prove this point, we have a narration wherein
Alldh's Messenger (JzE4fle) said, “When Allah
completed the creation, He wrote in His Book
that is with Him above the Throne (_: 2!l §53): ‘My
mercy has prevailed over My anger'.”¢

So the Sunni believes with certainty that Allah
(&%) is over His Throne. Furthermore, the
Throne is above water, which is above the
Footstool, which is above the seven heavens, which
are above this earth. Ibn Mas'Gd (%&fis;) narrated

s See Majma’ Fatawa war-Rasa'il Al-"Uthaimin 10/1131

16 Muslim no. 2751, Bukhari no. 7404
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from Allah's Messenger (Jukiflz), “The distance
between the sky of this world and the next
heaven is five hundred years, and between
every heaven and the next is five hundred years.
And between the seventh heaven and the
Footstool (Kursi) is a distance of five hundred
years, and between the Kurst and water, there is
a distance of five hundred years. And the Throne
(‘Arsh) is above the water, and Allah is above the
Throne- nothing is hidden to Him of your
deeds.” This hadith is reported by Ibn Mahdi (d.
198H) from Hammad Ibn Salamah (d. 167H) from
‘Asim (d. 127H) from Zirr (d. 127H) from ‘Abdullah,
and is ascribed to the Prophet (dz.8{ie). 17

17 Collected by Ibn Khuzaimah in At-Tawhid (139-140), Ad-
Darimi in Ar-Radd ‘Alal-Jahmiyyah (no. 81), and in his Ar-
Radd ‘Alal-Mirisi (no. 98), At-Tabrani in Al-Kabir (9/202),
Abush-Shaikh in Al-‘Udhmah (no. 279), Adh-Dhahabi in Al-
Uluww (1/417, 616), Al-Bayhaqi in Al-Asma was-Sifat (no.
851). Adh-Dhahabi stated, “Its chain of narration is
authentic.” (Al-'Uluww no. 177). Ibn Al-Qayyim declared it
authentic in ljtima’ Al-Juyash Al-Islamiyyah (p.254). Al-
Haythami likewise in Al-Majma’ (1/86). Al-Albant likewise
ruled it to be authentic in Mukhtasar Al-'Uluww (no. 104).
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Imam Malik (d. 179H) said, “Allah is above the
Heavens and His Knowledge is in every place.
Ahlus-Sunnah agree by ijma’ that the meaning of
Allah's saying, ‘He is with you wherever you are,’
refers to His Knowledge and Allah Himself (bi-
Dhatihi) is above the Heavens.”'8

lbn Taymiyyah (5% d. 728H) said, "Allah, the Most
High, said:
PPN 6\5&“@Upﬂb e p EPR

s 8°, -
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v..su:,:i;.g;;/’/ G 7% U 2L
‘It is He who created the heavens and the earth
in six days and then ascended over the
Throne. He knows what goes into the earth and
what comes forth from it, what descends from
the heaven and what ascends thereto. And He is
with you wheresoever you may be.""? So Allah,
the Most Perfect, has stated that alongside His
Highness over His Throne, He knows everything. So
His Highness does not prevent Him from having

8 Al-Fatawa 3/219, ljitima’ Al-Juyash 76.

19 Al-Hadid: 4
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knowledge of all the affairs...”20 Allah, the Most
High, said:

CL G we

W 2 s

"My Lord comprehends in His Knowledge all
things.” (Al-Anam: 80)

S A o 12
“The Most Merciful ascended over the
Throne.” (Taha: 5)

s3be G Sa Gl 55
“And He is the Irresistible above His
slaves...” (Al-An'am: 18, 61)

S 0 s )

“To Him ascend all the goodly words.” (Fatir: 10)

20 See Majma’ Al-Fatawa 5/498-499.
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ICESTICR P
"0 Jesus, indeed | will take you and raise you to
Myself...” (Ali 'Imran: 55)

) Eﬁi”} W] T
“"The angels and the Ruh [Jibreel] ascend to
Him..." (Al-Ma'arij: 4)

° T e a7 Al -
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"They fear their Lord above them.” (An-Nahl: 50)
All of these verses establish that Allah is High above
in His Dhat (Self). Abdullah Ibn Al-Mubarak (d.
181H) said: “We know our Lord, the Mighty and
Majestic, is above the Seven Heavens, over His
Throne, separate (ba‘in) from the creation. We do
not say as the Jahmiyyah say, that He is here - and
then Ibn Al-Mubarak pointed to the earth.” Allah
(Js35) stated,
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"And indeed We have created man, and We
know what his ownself whispers to him. And We
are nearer to him than his jugular vein [in
knowing him].” (Qaf: 16) And this is in complete
agreement with the saying of the Prophet
(Az:8iifie) in the hadith of lbn Mas'id (tedis),
“Allah is above the Throne- nothing is hidden
from Him of your deeds.” Though He is the Most
High, nothing is hidden from Him. From these
narrations, we see that the Throne of Alldh is an
immense creation. The Prophet (dz:kd{le) said:
“"The Seven Heavens as compared to the
Footstool are nothing except like a ring thrown
out into an open desert. And the greatness of
the Throne over the Footstool is like that desert
over that ring."2" The Throne of Allah is above the
heavens, and Allah is above the Throne just as the
Prophet (dz:d{e) stated, “Paradise is one
hundred levels. Between each level is the
distance like that between the heaven and earth,
and Firdaws is the highest level, and is at it's
most middle. Above it is the Throne (‘Arsh) of the
Most Merciful and from it gush forth the rivers of

21 Authenticated by Al-Albant in As-Silsilatus-Sahihah
1174
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Paradise. So when you ask of Allah (j:3=), ask
Him for Firdaws.”?2 So Allah ascended over His
Throne just as He (0&3G) has stated in a manner
that befits His Majesty without saying “how” and
without resemblance to the creation. As for the
KursT (Footstool), the Companion Ibn ‘Abbas (xedisz)
said, "Indeed the Kursi (Footstool) is the place of
the two Feet [of Allah], and no one can estimate
the greatness of the Throne with its true
estimation.”23 This narration establishes the belief
in the Attribute of the two Feet of Allah in a manner
that befits His Majesty without resemblance. lbn

‘Uthaimin (£ii25) stated: “Though this is a statement
of Ibn ‘Abbas, it is nevertheless ascribed to the

22 At-Tirmidhi no. 2531, 1530

23 Reported by Ibn Khuzaimah in At-Tawhid, p. 107-118;
Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak: At-Tafseer 2/282, and he said:
"This hadith is sahih upon the conditions of Bukhari
and Muslim, though it was not reported by them.”
Adh-Dhahabi agreed, and Al-Albani authenticated it in
Mukhtasar Al-'Uluww, p.102. The wording is from Wakf’,
and it has been reported from Abu Misa, Abu Hurairah,
‘Ilkrimah and Abu Malik.
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Messenger (Juaiflz), because this is an affair

where ijtihad (deduction) has no place.”

Conclusion

In these few short pages, you as the reader have
seen narration after authentic narration
concerning the Attributes of Allah and the
correct methodology employed by Ahlus-
Sunnah in understanding them. It is the late-
comers, the innovators who deny, distort and
explain away these verses, ahadith and sayings
of the Salaf. They use conjecture invented in
their minds (without proof) and the sayings of
some of the late-comers who erred from the
path of the Companions (and the two
generations after them) to cause you to doubt
the textual proofs. So beware of them and cling
to the Sunnah.
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Useful websites in English:
salafisounds.com
salafibookstore.com
salaf.com

agidah.com
themadkhalis.com
asharis.com
salafipublications.com
salafimasjid.com
abukhadeejah.com

salafiebooks.com
ah-sp.com
islamagainstextremism.com
manhaj.com

radiosalafi.com
Facebook.com/salafipubs

Twitter:
@salafipubs
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@masjidsunnahastn
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@abuiyaadsp
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Walk-in Salafi Bookstores:
472 Coventry Road,
Birmingham B10 OUG

461 Great Horton Road,
Bradford BD7 3DJ
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